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xxx1 Part 1: Access to History

xxx2 Chapter 1 - Small Islands – Big Horizons

_Main Developments in British History_
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et maleri som viser voksne og barn i en bakgate. De ser alle fattige og sultne ut der de lener seg mot veggene i den trange gaten. De er alle kledd i klær fra 1800 tallet

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Main Events: First Settlement to Queen Elisabeth 1

-- 6000 BC: Britain becomes separated from the European mainland

-- c. 4500–3000 BC: Small permanent settlements are developed

-- 3300–1200 BC: First stone circles are built

-- 600–50 BC: Celtic cultures are established

-- 55–53 BC: Julius Caesar invades Britain; the Romans leave after gaining victory

-- AD 43: British capital Camulodunum (Colchester) falls to the Romans

-- 122: Emperor Hadrian orders the construction of a wall across northern Britain to keep the northern “barbarians” out

-- c. 400: Roman troops are withdrawn from Britain to defend Italy

-- c. 430: Angles and Saxons arrive in south east Britain

-- 789: First recorded Viking attack takes place in Dorset

-- 886: Alfred, King of Wessex, agrees to a treaty with Vikings to divide England

-- 25 September 1066: The English King Harold II defeats and kills Harald Hardrada of Norway at the Battle of Stamford Bridge

-- 14 October 1066: William of Normandy defeats and kills Harold II at Hastings and becomes King William I

-- 1215: King John signs the Magna Carta – the first time that defined limitations to royal rights are established in written law

-- 1282: The English King Edward I annexes Wales

-- 1348: “Black Death” plague comes to Britain

-- 1387: Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales appears

-- 1533–1534: King Henry VIII marries Anne Boleyn, following divorce from Catherine of Aragon; the Church of England is separated from the Roman Catholic Church

-- 1536: Act of Union between England and Wales

-- 1558: Queen Mary dies and Elizabeth I accedes to the throne

-- 1580: Francis Drake arrives in England after circumnavigating the world

-- 1588: English fleet defeats the Spanish Armada

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Stonehenge

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et fotografi av noen svære rektangulære stener som står på høykant i en sirkel

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 
King Alfred the Great

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

En statue av en kriger med sverd og skjold

{{Slutt}} 
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What makes a nation? Is it a people, a government, a language, a territory? Most nations are a mix of all of these and other factors as well. Some may go back to long before the country was even named. Great Britain is such a nation. This chapter will focus on turning points in the history of what is today the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

{{Margtekst:}} 

(p. 7): Sir Luke Fildes (1844–1927) “Application for Admission to a Casual Ward”, 1874

{{Slutt}} 

xxx3 First Settlement to Queen Elizabeth I

Let us start with peoples. The very earliest Britons were hunters and gatherers who left no written records. We know them only from the artifacts they left behind. Gradually, primitive agriculture developed, providing the kind of wealth and manpower needed to create that wonder of the prehistoric world, the circle of Stonehenge, constructed

sometime between 3000 and 2000 BC. 

  Britain’s early historical record is murky. We know of the earliest Celtic inhabitants primarily through archaeology and the written records of the first literate people to settle in Britain – the Romans. For several hundred years “Britannia” was a Roman province. Ireland and Scotland remained outside Roman control, but well within its sphere of influence. The Romans introduced central government, laws, good roads, Christianity – as well as a wall across northern England to keep out the Gaelic Scots and Picts. But in 401 AD their legions were withdrawn to

protect the central empire. Left on their own, the Roman-Celtic Britons were gradually replaced by Germanic tribes from the continent – the Angles and Saxons – during the 4th and 5th centuries.

  Did the Anglo-Saxons push the Celts west into Wales and north into Scotland? Or did the groups mix and meld, exchanging languages and traditions? It is not clear. What we do know is that by the 6th century England’s present territory was divided into a patchwork of small kingdoms

with a Celtic rim to the west and north.

{{Margtekst:}} 

See Chapter 8, p. 360 for more on this.
{{Margtekst:}} 
  Gradually larger powers grew, but before England could be consolidated under one leader, yet another Germanic group of invaders hit the coast – the Vikings. For almost two hundred years the two sides fought and traded while the Vikings established themselves in the north and east of England. The turning point came in 866 when the Anglo-Saxon King Alfred of Wessex defeated a great Viking army. Although the Vikings continued to be a threat in the northeast, gradually a line of powerful Anglo-Saxon kings was established that united all of England by about 950.
{{Gloser:}} 

artifact -- gjenstand

agriculture -- jordbruk

murky -- tåkete

literate -- som kan lese og skrive

to meld -- å smelte sammen / å smelte saman

patchwork – lappeteppe
{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Anglo-Saxons and the Norman invasion

In 1066 Anglo-Saxon King Harold II had just succeeded his father, King Edward, when another Harald – Harald Hardrada (Hardråde), King of Norway – landed an army in north eastern England and claimed the English throne. King Harold II rushed north to meet him in battle. On September 25, King Harold II defeated and killed Hardrada at the hardfought Battle of Stamford Bridge.

  But no sooner had this victory been won than news of a second invasion reached King Harold. This threat was from William, Duke of Normandy, who also claimed the throne. Many years before, the French had given Normandy to the Vikings in an effort to contain their further invasions. It was the descendants of those colonists that William led into battle against the tired troops of King Harold, who had forcemarched his troops south to fight.
{{Margtekst:}} 

Anglo-Saxon is the foundation of modern English. The Old Norse spoken by the Vikings was very closely related to it. In fact, it is said that the two sides taunted one another with insults at the Battle of Stamford Bridge. Over the several hundred years they co-existed in Britain, Norse had a strong impact on modern English, giving it words such as flat, gain, harsh, kill, scream, bark, egg, leg, sky and many, many more.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Rammetekst:}} 
_Snapshot from History: King Arthur_ 

King Arthur is a legendary figure from the period after the withdrawal of the Roman legions in the fifth century. In other words, he probably never existed. Legend has it that Arthur lived in a beautiful palace called Camelot, with a beautiful wife called Guinevere. 
  The most important piece of furniture at Camelot, we are told, was a huge round table, where Arthur sat with his knights. He was a noble king who took great care of his people. He tried to throw the Anglo-Saxons out of the country, but he failed. Arthur became king when he pulled a miraculous sword called Excalibur out of a stone. It is said that he now lies asleep under an unknown hill and will some day awake to fight Britain’s enemies again. Arthur’s knights were courageous men who travelled far and wide to do good deeds, but one of them – Sir Lancelot – is said to have had an affair with the queen. But that was a long time

ago, and it’s difficult to imagine anything like that happening in the royal family today – right? 

{{Slutt}} 
{{Gloser:}} 

deed -- gjerning

to succeed -- her: å etterfølge / å følgje etter

descendant -- etterkommer/etterkommar

{{Slutt}} 
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On October 14, 1066, King Harold was defeated and killed at the bloody, day long Battle of Hastings. The Norman Invasion ushered in a new era in British history. It was also to prove to be the last successful military invasion of the British Isles.

xxx4 The Magna Carta

William the Conqueror and his Norman descendants created a more modern, centralized and efficient monarchy. They supplanted most of the Anglo-Saxon aristocracy. French replaced Anglo-Saxon as the language at court and in the government. Educated officials were imported from Normandy to rule the countryside. Naturally this led to greater

friction between the conquerors and the conquered – between the government and the peasants, and between the Normans and Anglo-Saxons.
{{Rammetkst:}} 
_Snapshot from history: The Vikings in the British Isles_

The Anglo-Saxon king Alfred the Great called them “the Danish men”. At the end of the eighth century they started sailing across the North Sea to Britain in long ships. They burned churches and monasteries, stole gold, murdered men and carried off women. Not a promising beginning to Anglo-

Scandinavian relations, to be sure. But things changed. The Vikings started to settle in the British Isles. They married local women, cultivated the land, and became assimilated into the population. 

  The Vikings were especially powerful in Scotland and Ireland. The capitals of the Shetlands and Orkneys are Lerwick and Kirkwall respectively. Do these names ring a bell? The Nordic invaders also founded Dublin, the capital of Ireland. Today Dublin welcomes thousands of Scandinavian visitors every year – provided they leave their swords and helmets at home.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 

to usher in -- å innlede / å innleie

to supplant -- å fortrenge / å fortrengje

friction -- friksjon, spenning

monastery -- kloster

to cultivate -- å dyrke

to found å -- grunnlegge / å grunnleggje

{{Slutt}} 
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No matter how they are organized or whatever language they use, governments need money. To raise funds for armies and campaigns, in 1215 King John was forced to turn to the strongest barons in the land. These powerful aristocrats were willing to finance the king’s activities, but only

if the monarchy was willing to accept limitations on its power. The Magna Carta (Great Charter) made this relationship formal. Gradually an institution developed which eventually became the House of Lords. A similar institution developed for the towns and cities. They met in

what would come to be called the “Commons,” granting taxes to the crown and offering advice on policy. This is the origin of Parliament.

  As the centuries of the Middle Ages passed, the influence of French language and customs was gradually reduced and, along with it, the distance between the aristocracy and the general population. The English language as we know it today emerged with its particular grammar and its mixture of both Anglo-Saxon (Germanic) and French (Latin) vocabulary. That is why more than a third of all English words today are derived directly or indirectly from French.

xxx4 An age of contrasts: The Renaissance 

By 1500 the fusion of the Anglo-Saxon and Norman languages, customs and institutions was complete. England emerged as a powerful, united and aggressive kingdom. It began to extend its power over Ireland and Scotland. This was an age of great brilliance and great violence – an age of contrasts. Henry VIII (1509–1547) and his daughter, Elizabeth I (1558–1603), epitomize these contrasts.

  Henry VIII was a man of vast ability and huge appetites – a true Renaissance man. On the one hand, he was a patron of the arts and an accomplished poet, musician, theologian and author. On the other hand, he was a ruthless, violent monarch willing to sacrifice anyone and anything that stood between him and his desires. When he wanted a male heir, he famously married six times, beheading two of his wives along the way when they failed to give him a son. When he attempted to divorce his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, daughter of the King of Spain, the Pope denied him permission. In response King Henry broke with the Roman Catholic Church and made himself head of a new Church of England. Ironically, his only male heir – Edward VI – died at fifteen after only two years on the throne. It was his daughters, Mary I and Elisabeth I, who were his most famous offspring. Mary I (1553–1558) is remembered as “Bloody Mary” because of her violent attempts to re-establish Roman Catholicism in the country.
>>>> Spot check

a) Why do we know so little about the first inhabitants of the British Isles?

b) What impact did the Romans have on Britain?

c) Describe how King Harold II lost his throne.

d) What new impulses did William the Conqueror bring to England?

e) Why did King John agree to the Magna Carta?

{{Gloser:}} 

funds -- penger/pengar

charter -- frihetsbrev/fridomsbrev

to grant -- å bevilge / å løyve

to be derived from -- å komme fra / å komme frå

fusion -- fusjon, sammensmelting / fusjon, samansmelting

to epitomize -- å personifisere

patron -- beskytter, mesen / vernar, verje, mesen

to behead -- å halshogge

offspring -- barn

(p. 13):

revival -- gjenoppliving, fornyelse / gjenoppliving, fornying

merit -- kvalitet

to have a mean streak -- å være litt slem / å vere litt slem

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Renaissance and Shakespeare_
The word “renaissance” means rebirth or revival, and the

Renaissance was a historical period in which love of knowledge was revived after the Dark Ages. The Renaissance began in the fourteenth century and lasted until the seventeenth. It is remembered mainly for its spectacular achievements in literature and art.

  William Shakespeare was England’s greatest contribution to the Renaissance. He is regarded as England’s – even the world’s – greatest writer. Shakespeare wrote 37 plays and over 150 poems, and virtually everything he wrote is of exceptional literary merit. Such quantity and such quality rarely go together.

  Shakespeare could not have spent all his time writing, because he found time to get married and have a family, but little is known for certain about his private life. He seems to have had a mean streak, though. In his will he left his second-best bed to his widow. Who do you suppose inherited his best bed?

{{Slutt}} 
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When Elisabeth I succeeded to the throne, she reversed this policy and treaded carefully between the various religious convictions in her realm.

  Her reign, the Elizabethan Age, witnessed a flowering of arts and literature the like of which the British Isles have never seen before or since. This was the era of Sir Walter Raleigh, Christopher Marlow, Sir Philip Sidney and, greatest of all, William Shakespeare. Like her father, Elizabeth was a woman of acute intelligence. She skillfully played off the powers within her kingdom against one another, maintaining peace at home and strength abroad. For years she pretended an interest in marrying a foreign prince and allying herself with one or another European power. In the end, however, she confessed to her Parliament that “I have already joined myself in marriage to a husband, namely the kingdom of England”.

  If forced, however, she could be as ruthless as her father, as when she had her cousin and rival, Mary Queen of Scots, beheaded for treason. One fight she could not avoid was with Spain, a conflict she had inherited from her father. The King of Spain found he could neither marry

her (she politely declined) nor change her policies (she ignored his threats). Frustrated, in 1588 he sent a fleet of 130 ships – the Spanish Armada – to invade England, depose Elizabeth and re-establish the Roman Catholic faith. The attack was a failure due to effective English naval action, poor Spanish organization and stormy weather.

  The defeat of the Spanish Armada marked the beginning of England as a great power and the start of what would eventually become the British Empire. From then on English sea captains were much bolder in their long-distance voyages. Over the following century they would gradually

establish trading posts and colonies around the world.

>>>> Spot check

a) Describe the character of Henry VIII.

b) Why was the Church of England established?

c) Who was Bloody Mary? 
d) What is the Elizabethan Age famous for?

e) Why did the Spanish Armada fail?

{{Gloser:}} 

reign -- regjeringstid

treason -- forræderi

to depose -- å avsette / å avsetje

naval -- marinetrading

post -- handelssted/ handelsstad

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Acitivites

1. Working With The Timeline – Vocabulary
a) Match up the following words from the timeline (p. 8) with phrases on the right:
-- Separated - agreement between powers

-- Permanent - never changed

-- Treaty - to come into an office

-- Accede - taken apart, divided

b) The paragraph below contains synonyms for the following words. Find the synonyms. disperse– limitations – revolt – independent – circumnavigate – divorce

  The police tried to scatter the crowd with raw power, but the insurrection could not be stopped. People wished to be free. They would find a way to get around the borders forced on them. They would find a way to separate themselves from the state.

2. Working With The Timeline – Chronology
Here are eight events or moments in British history up to 1600 in random order. Put them into correct chronological order: 
-– Henry VIII breaks with the Roman Catholic Church

-– William the Conqueror leads a Norman invasion of England

-– Viking kingdoms are established in England and Ireland

-– The Spanish Armada is beaten

-– Anglo-Saxons invade the British Isles

-– Britannia is a Roman province

-– The Magna Carta limits the power of the monarchy

-– Stonehenge is constructed

3. Discussion

Form groups of 3–4 for the following activities:

a) Can you think of examples of English and Norwegian words which have common roots? French and English words?

b) What do you know about Shakespeare? Can you name any of the plays he has written? Have you seen any of them?

c) The difference between Protestants and Catholics is still found in Europe. Can you identify countries which are mostly one or the other?

d) Why was it natural that England became a great naval power? Why do you think Spain had such a large navy in the 1500s?

4. Language – Historical Present Tense

a) Texts about past events are often written in the present tense. This is called the historical present and is used by writers to liven up texts. For example: Past tense: The English attacked the Armada. Their ships were superior. Present tense: The English attack the Armada. Their ships are superior.
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Rewrite the following text using the historical

present:
{{Rammetekst:}} 
_The Battle of Hastings_
Harold drew up his army in three sections on Senlac Ridge, overlooking the battlefield. With him he had little more

than 5,000 footsore and weary men to fight a Norman force of up to 15,000 infantry, archers and cavalry. 
  Facing such odds, Harold had no choice but to fight a defensive battle. He was forced to rely on the muchvaunted

English shield-wall, behind which his men could stand and let the Norman attacks break themselves.

  The tactic was a great success. Again and again, the Norman knights hurled themselves against the English shields, but they were unable to make any headway. Then, on the Norman left, the Bretons under Count Alan began to give way. Orderic Vitalis takes up the story:

  The whole of William’s battle line fell back, for the rumour spread that he had been killed. But William lifted his helmet and cried: “Look at me, I’m alive and with the aid of God I will gain the victory!” No sooner had

William spoken these brave words than their failing courage returned. It was the turning point of the battle.

{{Slutt}} 

b) How has using the historical present changed the style of the text? Which version do you prefer and why? Explain your opinions to a fellow student.

5. Writing

Choose one task:

a) You have been asked to inform lower secondary school pupils about Britain and you want to start by telling them about early British history. Write a descriptive paragraph about the early history of Britain. Then write a second paragraph in which you express your opinion on what significance, if any, this early history has for what Britain is today.

b) You are a survivor of the Battle of Hastings. You must send a quick message home to your family explaining what has happened between the time you left on 15 September and today, as you flee from the Normans. Tell them what they must do now! (PS – You may, of course, write in modern English. Your knowledge of old Anglo-Saxon is probably a bit dodgy.)

6. Listening – Robin Hood And The Monk
The legend of Robin Hood has been told again and again over the centuries. Robin is the typical English folk hero, inherently good and fair but also an excellent warrior. He is famous for robbing the rich and greedy Norman barons to feed the poor, and for fighting against injustice and tyranny. Here is an extract from an early legend (the language is modernised). Listen to it on the Access CD or on access.cappelen.no, then do the activities.

a) Why does Robin want to go to town?

b) What advice does he not follow?

c) Why did Robin Hood end up alone?

d) What happened to Robin when he entered the church?

e) How did Little John trick King John?

f) Why did King John not get angry with the Sheriff for Robin Hood’s escape?

g) How does the story end?
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{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

En tegning som viser Robin Hood som har klatret opp i et tre. Han har spent buen sin og sikter mot soldater som kommer ridende ut av en borg

{{Slutt}} 
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h) Work in pairs. Practise telling the story to each other. First try telling a short version by limiting yourself to one and a half minutes. To do this you will first have to decide what the important parts of the story are.

i) Next, tell a modern-day Robin Hood story. What kind of hero will you make Robin into? Or is he a hero at all? What kind of oppression, injustice or crime does he face and struggle against? Is he an environmental warrior? Is he still a champion of the poor? Work on your ideas for a story.

j) Write a creative text about your “new” hero. This could be a descriptive text, a short story, a poem, song lyrics, film script of a scene etc.
7. Language – Improving Texts
The paragraph below does not come alive because the sentences are too simple and boring. Make it more interesting by combining sentences and giving them more life. You should try to use linking words to help you (see Toolbox on access.cappelen.no, or p. 88). For example: The first people of Britain, who lived among its forests and hills, hunted and fished and gathered wild plants. 

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Before the Romans_
The first people of Britain lived among its forests and hills. They hunted, fished and gathered wild plants. Around 4000 BC, people with stone axes began clearing the forests to grow crops and graze cattle. By 2500 BC, they were using

copper and bronze tools. They turned the forests into farms, fields and pasture. By 500 BC the Celts had moved

from central Europe into Britain.

  Homes were mostly round. They had thatched roofs. They grew turnips. They also grew beans. Cabbage and parsnip

were other foods they grew. They kept sheep, goats, pigs and cattle. From these animals they got meat. Milk, wool and leather were other things they made.
{{Slutt}} 
8. Portraits Of Two Elizabeths
Go to access.cappelen.no to find a portrait of Queen Elizabeth I painted by Isaac Oliver around 1600, and a modern portrait of Queen Elizabeth II painted by Lucian Freud. Discuss the portraits with a partner. What do the pictures tell us about the changed role of the monarchy?

9. Working With A Film – Elizabeth
This historical drama from 1998 tells the story of Queen Elizabeth I and how she became a great queen. The film shows palace intrigue, attempted assassinations, executions

and an England divided by faith: Protestant against Catholic. We watch as the new queen grows into her role. There are activities based on the film on access.cappelen.no.

10. Quick Research
Divide into groups of five. Take one question each. Inform each other of what you find. You will find resources on our website. 

a) Where on the European continent did the Angles and Saxons come from? 

b) What claim did William of Normandy have to the English throne?

c) Where was the Magna Charta signed?

d) Did Elizabeth I have any lovers?

e) How many ships of the Spanish Armada made it home?
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xxx4 Main Events: The Civil War to the First World War

-- 1600: British East India Company receives its charter from Elizabeth I

-- 1605: Gunpowder Plot to assassinate James I is discovered

-- 1609: Protestants take over confiscated Irish land in Ulster (Northern Ireland)

-- 1620: “Pilgrim Fathers” sail for America in the Mayflower

-- 1642: Civil War begins as Charles I summons his loyal subjects to join him against his enemies in Parliament

-- 1649: Charles I is executed at Whitehall, London

-- 1653: Oliver Cromwell makes himself Lord Protector

-- 1660: Charles II is restored to the throne

-- 1666: Great Fire of London destroys two-thirds of the city

-- 1707: Act of Union between England and Scotland is ratified, creating Great Britain

-- 1771: “Factory Age” begins with the opening of Britain’s first cotton mill

-- 1775: American War of Independence begins (ends in American victory in 1783)

-- 1801: Act of Union creates the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland

-- 1805: Royal Navy defeats French and Spanish fleets at the Battle of Trafalgar

-- 1807: Britain abolishes the slave trade

-- 1815: The Duke of Wellington defeats Napoleon at Waterloo

-- 1825: World’s first coal transporting railway service begins in the north of England

-- 1837: Queen Victoria comes to the throne (dies 1901)

-- 1838: Slavery is abolished in the British Empire

-- 1876: Queen Victoria is declared empress of India

-- 1880: Education becomes compulsory for children under ten

-- 1904: “Entente Cordiale” is signed between Britain and France

-- 1912: Titanic sinks with the loss of 1,503 lives

-- 1914: Britain declares war on Germany in response to the invasion of Belgium
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Now followed an exciting and dramatic time in the history of the British Isles. After a bloody civil war, a political union was forged among the various peoples of the islands; they became the centre of the largest empire the world has ever seen. Industrialisation, the most revolutionary change in human productivity since the coming of agriculture, took

place among them. The United Kingdom became the most powerful country in the world.

xxx3 The Civil War to the First World War

When Elizabeth I died in 1603 the balance she had kept between rival powers in the kingdom began to break down, eventually leading to a vicious civil war caused by an explosive mix of religion and politics. Two issues dominated: How far was the Protestant reformation of the

church to go? How powerful was Parliament to be in relation to the monarch?

  James I (1603–1625), Elizabeth’s Scottish cousin, succeeded her. He continued Elizabeth’s policy of pragmatic religious tolerance. This earned him the hatred of some Roman Catholics. It also caused a group of more extreme Protestants – known as Puritans for their wish to purify

the Church of England – to become increasingly suspicious of the Stuart royal house. At the same time James I had trouble with Parliament, since he resented Parliament’s attempts to increase its control of his actions in return for raising taxes. He dissolved it several times and ruled alone.

xxx4 Civil war

James’ successor, Charles I (1625–1649) failed to keep the peace. His Catholic wife made many of his Protestant subjects suspicious. And after conflicts with Parliament he dismissed it entirely and decided to rule alone, by “Divine Right” – a doctrine that held that kings were chosen by and answerable only to God. This led to civil war. In 1642 the

country divided into those who supported the King – Royalists – and those whose who supported Parliament. Initially successful, the Royalists were eventually defeated. Charles I was beheaded in 1649. His last word before his execution was “Remember”.

{{Gloser:}} 

civil war -- borgerkrig/borgarkrig

to forge -- å utforme

pragmatic -- pragmatisk

to purify -- å rense / å reinse

to dissolve -- å løse opp / å løyse opp

subject -- undersått

(p. 21):

to hatch -- å klekke ut / å klekkje ut

bonfire -- bål

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 
_Snapshot from history: Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot_
Guy Fawkes was born in 1570, and his life came to a sudden

and unpleasant end in 1606. As a Roman Catholic, Guy was in the wrong place at the wrong time, because life was tough for Catholics in Protestant England. He managed to get out of the country in his early twenties by joining the Spanish army and fighting the French, but he soon returned to his native England and thought he’d use his military skills to protest against the way Catholics were being treated. He helped hatch a plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament while the King was in the building. He was caught, tortured and hanged. Guy and the Gunpowder Plot are remembered to this day. Before November 5 – the day he was arrested in

1605 – children make life-sized rag dolls called “guys” and go around asking for money for fireworks. Then, on the night of the fifth – Guy Fawkes’ night – there are firework

displays and bonfires all over the country. What happens to the “guys?” Guess.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

En tegning av rustningkledde vakter som tar hånd om en kjeltring. De er i en kjeller.
{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The Commonwealth and Restoration

For a short time England was a republic called the “Commonwealth” (1649–1653) ruled by Parliament. But it proved impossible to create a stable government. Frustrated, General Oliver Cromwell dissolved Parliament, took power by force and established The Protectorate in

1653. He remained “Lord Protector” until he died in 1658. His death left a vacuum that all feared might result in a new round of war and bloodshed.

  Therefore in 1660 Parliament did “Remember” as Charles I had commanded. It offered the crown to his son, who became Charles II (1660–1685). He promised religious toleration and a general amnesty. The monarchy was restored – an event called the “Restoration”. Did the Royalists then win the Civil War? Yes and no. Parliament had learned that it could not rule without a king, but the king had learned that Parliament was the more powerful of the two. The Civil War proved that the monarch could not rule alone, and helped to set the foundations of a “constitutional monarchy” in which the king was given limited power by Parliament. The outlines of modern British democracy can clearly be seen peeking through.

xxx4 Aftermath: Finding a balance

The period between 1660 and 1714 witnessed complicated political maneuverings between the monarchy and Parliament as they tried to find a lasting balance of power. The trouble was that the House of Stuart continued to produce heirs with Catholic ties, causing opposition from both English and Scottish Protestants in their respective parliaments. This led to the overthrow of Charles II’s brother, James II (1685–1689). Parliament’s handpicked Protestant replacement, William of Orange and his wife Mary, then died childless and the throne again reverted to a Stuart, Queen Anne (1702–1714).

  But now Parliament had had enough. It passed the Act of Settlement in 1701 that laid down that future monarchs had to be Protestants. Anne had no children and after her death the crown passed to distant relatives who lived in what is now Germany. Accordingly, George I (1714–1724) of the safely Protestant German House of Hanover, became king. The

House of Stuart had come to an end.

  The accession of the House of Hanover marked the end of the period of intense religious and political conflicts. The questions that had driven the conflicts were resolved.
{{Gloser:}} 

to restore -- å gjenopprette / å rette opp att

foundation -- grunnlag

maneuvering -- manøvrering

heir -- arving

accession -- tiltredelse, tronbestigelse / tiltreding, overtaking av trona

(p. 23):

execution -- henrettelse/avretting

campaign -- felttog

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Oliver Cromwell (1599–1658)_
Oliver Cromwell was at various times in his life a landowner, an MP, a general and a ruler of Britain. Throughout his life he was a deeply religious man who had strong Protestant beliefs.

  Cromwell strongly disapproved of the tyrannical rule of King Charles I. When the Civil War started in 1642, Cromwell became commander-in-chief of the Parliamentary army and proved to be an outstanding general. His “New Model Army” defeated the King’s forces in 1645. After Charles was executed, Parliament wanted to make Cromwell “King Oliver,” but he refused the crown and England became a republic – yes, a republic – for the first and only time.

  Cromwell went on to incorporate Ireland in his republic.

His campaigns against Catholics in Ireland were especially

bloody. If he had lived today, he would have been put on trial for war crimes and crimes against humanity.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et maleri fra en slagmark. Vi ser soldater til hest. I bakgrunnen velter det sort røyk opp fra flammer på bakken

{{Slutt}} 

---- 24 til 150
How far was the Protestant reform to go within the church? The answer was, about as far as each individual group wished, so long as it was not at the expense of other groups. How much power was the monarchy to have independent of Parliament? The answer was, very little. The age of the constitutional monarchy had begun.

xxx4 From Great Britain to the United Kingdom

The _Act of Union of England and Scotland_ was adopted in 1707, creating a new nation – “Great Britain”. Scottish Protestants accepted this union in order to avoid – once and for all – any claims by the House of Stuart to an independent Scottish throne. The Scottish parliament was dissolved and England and Scotland became one country, though Scots kept their own legal and religious systems. The union can also be seen as part of the general expansion of English power into bordering countries that had began long before. As early as the 1200s Wales had been brought under the monarchy, eventually forming one unit of government with England. Wars with the Scots had gone on for hundreds of years before the Act of Union.

{{Margtekst:}} 

See Chapter 8, p. 362 for more on this.

{{Slutt}} 

  It was Ireland, with its firmly Catholic population, which proved the hardest nut to crack. From the time of Henry VIII, the English had repeatedly attempted to subdue the island and turn it Protestant. When the Irish of the Ulster province rebelled, their land was given to loyal

Scottish and English Protestants in a process called the “Plantation” of Ulster. When the Irish revolted in 1649 during the Civil War, Oliver Cromwell and his New Model Army massacred large numbers of them. Naturally, the accession of Catholic King James II in 1685 was welcomed with joy by the Irish, but his defeat in 1690 by Protestant William of Orange ended all hope of tolerance for Catholicism in Ireland.

  For the next century the majority of the Irish found themselves excluded from public and economic life by the brutal rule of the Protestant Ascendancy. Driven to despair, the island again exploded in rebellion in 1798, a revolt the Ascendancy met with torture, suppression and massacres. Parliament in London concluded that local rule was impossible and took over government directly. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was formed as a political union in 1801. The Kingdom of Ireland was ended, but not the conflict between Ireland and England.

>>>> Spot check

a) What two issues dominated the conflicts of the Civil War?

b) What was the Commonwealth?

c) What was the Restoration?

d) Why was the crown given to George I?

{{Gloser:}} 

to adopt -- å vedta

expansion -- utvidelse/utviding

to subdue -- å underlegge seg / å leggje under seg

to revolt -- å gjøre opprør / å gjere opprør

ascendancy -- herredømme

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Industrialisation

The industrial revolution began in Britain in the 1700s.  The foundation for this remarkable development had been laid in the Middle Ages when the country developed a national economy. In 1660 London already had a population of more than half a million. By 1800 that had doubled to over one million. A century later it would balloon to over six and a half million.

  An important reason for this explosive growth was the development of modern scientific practices during the Enlightenment. This was an intellectual movement that reacted against the religious fanaticism of the Civil War by dedicating itself to “Reason” as opposed to faith. Rather than the Bible, it studied the natural world for signs of the divine. Practical insights gained into nature led to new and more efficient ways to produce both agricultural and manufactured goods. Inventions like the spinning jenny and the steam engine increased efficiency and improved transportation. The age of mass production through the use of machines had dawned.

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from History: The Spinning Jenny_
In the early days of the industrial revolution a man called

James Hargreaves worked as a spinner in Blackburn. He had never been to school, he could neither read nor write, and he had a clumsy daughter who may have been called Jenny. In fact, she was so clumsy that one day she knocked over one of her father’s spinning wheels. James didn’t say a word, because he was speechless: the spinning wheel kept on spinning and spinning although its spindle was now vertical, not horizontal. Hargreaves now realized that he could place eight spindles in a row and spin eight times more cotton than before, since one worker could handle all eight spindles at the same time.

  The spinning jenny was a milestone in the industrial revolution, increasing production enormously. This did not make everyone happy, however. The price of cotton yarn fell. Not surprisingly, the Blackburn spinners were furious. They broke into James’s house and smashed his

machines, and he had to do a runner to Nottingham. Although he later managed to sell his jennies and make some money, he did not die rich and successful.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 􀀂
the Enlightenment -- opplysningstiden/opplysningstida

reason -- fornuft

divine -- guddommelig/guddommeleg

spindle -- spindel

yarn -- garn

{{Slutt}} 

---- 26 til 150

Science also led to better health care, which in turn was a major factor leading to population growth, which then created expanding markets, which subsequently encouraged new inventions … and so on. A new, dynamic form of economy was created, the free-market economy. It was not planned or controlled by any central authority. The market decided which products were made and what profits were gained. Its foremost advocate, Adam Smith, referred to this as the market’s “invisible hand”. It transformed society around it. Not all of these transformations were pleasant ones. Landowners threw peasants off their land in order to grow cash crops for profit. Homeless, the poor wandered the countryside or made their way into the growing cities.

xxx4 Empire

The forces that were let loose by the industrial revolution also drove the expansion of the British Empire. The trading posts of the 1500s expanded to become powerful and well organized businesses like the British East India Company. In the Americas, plantations for sugar, tobacco and cotton were set up and colonies were established up and down the North American coast. Australia and New Zealand were brought into the Empire. Commerce with China also became important – but only after Britain forced it at gunpoint to accept trade in opium from India.

  Perhaps the darkest aspect of British economic expansion was the slave trade. Somewhere between 11 and 15 million Africans were transported to America, most on British ships. Ten to twenty per cent died at sea during the “middle passage” between Africa and America. By the time

the British government outlawed the slave trade in 1807, many a great British fortune had been founded on the blood of these people.

  Imperial expansion caused international conflict, primarily  with France. In the 1700s a series of wars were fought and won in North America against the French. The French were also pushed out of India and contained in China. After the French monarchy was overthrown by revolution in 1789, an even more vicious set of wars began. The most deadly were fought against Napoleon between 1799 and 1815. The military force that allowed Britain to win these wars was its navy. It had been built to secure the trading routes of the British merchant marine (one third of all the world’s at that time). Napoleon famously dismissed the English as “a nation of shopkeepers”, but it was precisely the trade and wealth created by a growing industrial economy that made Britain unbeatable.

>>>> Spot check

a) Why did Scotland vote to dissolve its own parliament?

b) Why did Ireland pose such a difficult problem for the British?

c) Under what circumstances was The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland formed?

d) What factors encouraged the development of industrialisation in Britain?

e) What impact did industrialisation have on British society?

{{Gloser:}} 

subsequently -- deretter

advocate -- forkjemper/forkjempar

peasant -- bonde

cash crops -- salgsavling/salsavling

commerce -- handel

to outlaw -- å forby

merchant marine -- handelsflåte

to dismiss -- å avfeie

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Reform at home

The rosy picture of economic growth and military victory abroad contrasted with a more somber reality at home. Peasants who sought employment in overcrowded and unsanitary cities competed with skilled workers who had already been replaced by machine production. In factories and mines wages were low, hours were long, working conditions were hard and dangerous. There were no health, welfare or unemployment benefits. Children were forced to work adult hours. Very few members of this new working class had the right to vote or the prospect of bettering their situation.

  The miserable living conditions of the working class sparked a series of reform movements during the 1800s. One was called the Chartists, who asked people to sign a petition (or “charter”) calling for basic political

reforms like annual elections and the general suffrage. Three times the Chartists submitted their petitions to Parliament. Three times Parliament rejected them. Yet their efforts were not in vain. The Liberal Party adopted many of their policies and incorporated them in Reform Acts passed by Parliament in 1867 and 1884. These addressed many of the worst social conditions and extended the vote to an ncreasingly powerful middle class.

{{Gloser:}} 

somber -- dyster

unsanitary -- uhygienisk, helsefarlig/ uhygienisk, helsefarleg

skilled -- faglært

benefit -- trygd, bidrag

petition -- underskriftskampanje

general suffrage – allmenn stemmerett

to submit -- å levere inn

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Caged prisoners below deck on a transport ship bound for

Australia. The British Captain James Cook discovered this

unknown southern continent in the 1770s. The first convicts

arrived in 1788 and for many years most immigrants came to the country in chains. 

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Vi ser en tegning der mennesker holdes i bur under dekk på en seilskute. Det går vakter rundt og passer på dem

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 
_Snapshotfrom history: Two Warriors_
Lord Nelson and the Duke of Wellington played vital roles in defeating Napoleon Bonaparte so please don’t mention them if you’re in France. The emperor probably cursed both of them violently during his exile on St Helena.

  Horatio Nelson (1758–1805) was the greatest naval hero Britain has ever had. That’s why he has a huge statue in the middle of Trafalgar Square, and it’s a great pity the pigeons show so little respect for him. Nelson was a small man who suffered throughout his life from seasickness and lost an eye and an arm – and finally his life – while fighting the French. His victory over them at Trafalgar in

1805 was a decisive point in the Napoleonic Wars. As he lay dying of  gunshot wounds on his flagship, the “Victory”, he is rumoured to have addressed his second-in-command, Captain Hardy, thus: “Kiss me, Hardy”.  
  The Duke of Wellington (1769–1852) was such a hopeless

young man – his interests were drinking, gambling and women – that his mother, saying desperately “What can I do with my Arthur?” sent him into the army. It’s a good thing that she did, because he soon turned over a new leaf and embarked on an incredibly successful military career. His greatest victory was the Battle of Waterloo in which he defeated Napoleon once and for all.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Maleri av to menn i flotte uniformer

{{Slutt}} 
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In this way, the British system of government showed itself to be flexible enough to adapt to changes and to accommodate new political players within it. However, not all Britons were included. By the end of the century a new and increasingly powerful political movement made its

appearance, the Labour movement. The working class had come knocking on the doors of power.

xxx4 The Victorian Age (1837-1901)

After defeating Napoleon, Britain was undeniably Europe’s greatest power. When Queen Victoria acceded to the throne, the economy was in dynamic shape. Agriculture was far more productive than anywhere else in Europe. The empire furnished the mother country with a reliable supply of raw materials and provided British factories with a ready market for their products. Britain had an infrastructure of roads, canals and railways that other countries envied and copied. This gave it a formidable economic lead. In 1750 Britain had accounted for only about 2% of the world industrial production. By 1880 that had increased to

35% (with the USA just under 15%).

  The Victorian Age is also known for its puritanical attitudes. People were supposed to behave in a respectable, god-fearing, serious way. Victoria’s response to a joke she was once told was “We are not amused”. Yet the era was known for its hypocrisy and double morals, too. Prostitution, alcoholism and drug abuse were rife.

  Politically, Britain’s system of parliamentarian government had helped it escape the revolutions and near-revolutions that shook governments all over Europe in 1848. The principles of individual freedom and natural rights were beginning to be firmly fixed: freedom from arrest and

imprisonment without a fair trail, the equality of everyone before the law, the right to trial by jury and a large degree of freedom of speech and religion. The growing middle class became more and more influential. The working class was organizing.

  During these years of strength, Britain followed a balance-of-power foreign policy. If a major power began to threaten its neighbours in Europe, Britain would take the opposite side, making it clear to the aggressor that it would have to fight the British Empire if it went on.

{{Gloser:}} 

to furnish -- å forsyne

hypocrisy -- hykleri

to be rife -- å florere

to be fixed -- å være fastsatt / å vere fastsett

aggressor -- angripende part / angripande part

{{Slutt}} 
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This helped keep the peace in Europe for almost one hundred years and, incidentally, allowed Britain to pursue its interests in trade and colonisation around the world without interference.

  Not that Britain avoided wars altogether. Sometimes it fought to maintain the balance of power. For example, the Crimean War (1854–1856) blocked Russian expansion into the Mediterranean. Other conflicts were purely imperialistic. The Boer Wars (1880–1881, 1899–1902) were stubbornly fought to gain control of South Africa from the Dutch settlers

already there. In general, however, the Victorian Age is looked back upon as the time of Pax Britannia – a general peace kept by Britain.

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Crystal Palace_

The football club and the area called Crystal Palace in

London owe their name to an enormous hall made of iron and glass which once stood in Hyde Park and which housed the Great Exhibition of 1851. The building was not called the Crystal Palace when Joseph Paxton, using revolutionary

construction methods, built it. The name came a lot later.

  The Great Exhibition was organized by Prince Albert,

and displayed the triumphs of the industrial revolution, with the emphasis, of course, on the achievements of Britain and her Empire. It lasted for six months and was

visited by an astounding six million people. When the exhibition closed the hall was dismantled and moved to South London, where it continued to attract thousands

of visitors. Two railway stations were built to bring people to the exhibition, and they are still in use

today.

  On 30 November 1936, it burned down. The fire could be seen from miles away, and one of the millions who saw it was Winston Churchill, who was on his way home from Parliament. Churchill expressed his thoughts simply and profoundly: “This is the end of an age,” he said.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et fotografi av et stort glassbygg med buet tak

{{Slutt}} 

xxx4 Losing steam

On January 1, 1877 Queen Victoria was crowned Empress of India. This was the high point of empire, yet it ironically also marked the turn of the tide in British fortunes. During the final quarter of the century the United Kingdom lost its undisputed position as the greatest of the great

powers. It was not that Britain became weaker. It was rather that other nations became stronger.

{{Gloser:}} 
to dismantle -- å demontere

profoundly – dypsindig, inderlig / djupsindig, inderleg

turn of the tide -- vendepunkt

(p. 31):

unified -- forent/sameint

deterred -- avskrekket/avskrekka

of ill repute -- med dårlig rykte / med dårleg rykte

atrocious -- forferdelig/forferdeleg

{{Slutt}} 
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It was bound to happen. The industrial revolution spread to other countries. The United States with its vast resources and growing population replaced Britain as the largest producer of industrial goods, as well as food. More disturbingly, a new power arose on the continent, a unified

and industrialised Germany hungry for “a place in the sun”. For the first time since the Napoleonic wars, there was a competing power in Europe so strong that it was not deterred by British balance-of-power politics. Britain and Germany entered into an arms race, gathered their allies

around them and prepared for war. Pax Britannia had come to an end. 

>>>> Spot check

a) What were the forces driving the expansion of the British Empire?

b) What was the “middle passage”?

c) Who were the Chartists?

d) What is a balance-ofpower policy?

e) Why did Britain’s power diminish at the end of the 19th century?

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Florence Nightingale (1820-1920)_

Florence’s parents were very well-to-do middle-class people who expected their daughters to marry wealthy men, bear several children and live comfortably as good wives and mothers. So they got a shock when, at the age of 25, Florence turned out to be a rebel and decided to take up nursing, which in those times was a job done by poor women, often women of ill repute! 

  Mr and Mrs Nightingale got another shock when they got to know that Florence was off to war. In 1854 during the Crimean War, she and 38 other volunteers, all women, arrived at the military hospital in Istanbul. Conditions were atrocious, and more soldiers were dying from overcrowding and poor sanitation and ventilation than from enemy fire. Quite simply, she made a fuss, and demanded that the authorities clean the hospital up. And clean it up they did. Florence worked night and day, and because of her night time inspections she became known as “the Lady with the Lamp”.

  Florence Nightingale made nursing a skilled and respected profession. Throughout the world, International Nurses Day is celebrated on her birthday. There are numerous hospitals named after her. The United States Air Force has a fleet of aircraft used by doctors and called “Nightingales”. And in Star Trek Voyager there is an alien medical spaceship called “Nightingale”!

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser et maleri av en sykesøster som holder en lykt i den ene hånden

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities
1. Working With The Timeline – Synonyms
Find the synonym in the right hand column for the words in the left hand column used in the timeline (p. 19):

-- assassinate - beat

-- confiscate - approve

-- summon - starvation

-- restore - impound

-- ratify - call

-- defeat - return

-- abolish - obligatory

-- famine - kill

-- compulsory - eliminate

2. Scanning Texts
When you scan a text, you read through it very quickly to find specific information. Scan the timeline on p. 19 to find:

-– how many people died when Titanic sank

-– when the United Kingdom was created

-– who defeated Napoleon at Waterloo

-– when Great Britain was created

-– which city was partly destroyed in the Great Fire
3. Understanding The Text – People
Match the items from the two columns correctly:

-- Oliver Cromwell - left no heir to the English throne

-- Napoleon - lost the Civil war and was executed

-- Queen Victoria - led the English republic 

-- CharlesI -- became Empress of India

-- Elizabeth I - lost the war against Great Britain

4. Discussion
a) Find a partner. Each of you chooses three differenct terms from the following list. Then take turns explaining your terms to your partner. Puritans and Royalists – The Commonwealth – The Restoration – The industrial revolution – The Enlightenment – Free-market economy – The British Empire – The Chartists – Reform Acts – Pax Britannica

b) Why is religion so often involved in conflicts? Do you know of instances in which religion is involved in conflicts today?

c) Discuss the following proposition: “Industrialisation does not benefit everyone.” Did people suffer in England when it came? Do people suffer today?

5. Working With Art
The key figures of the Enlightenment movement (see p. 25) felt that they were living in an exciting age when the dark corners of superstition, ignorance and religious extremism were gradually losing ground to the glorious light of science and knowledge. And the origin of this light was not Faith, as it had been before, but a much greater gift from God – Reason. God had made Man capable of rational thought,

they argued, and it was our duty to use this to understand and improve the world around us. 
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This led to an explosion of interest in science and philosophy. The new ideas led to scientific innovations and technological advances that were to lay the basis of our modern world.

Look at the picture below. It was painted by the English artist Joseph Wright in 1768 and is called “An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump”.

a) Who is conducting an experiment? What does he look like?

b) The onlookers are reacting very differently to the experiment. Describe what they are doing.

c) There are a number of things about the painting that make it a good illustration of the Enlightenment. Describe some of them.

d) Take another look at the painting, paying special attention to the facial expressions and body language of each of the ten people in the picture. What do you think they are thinking? Now write a “thought bubble” caption for each of them.

e) William Hogarth was another Enlightenment artist. On our website you will find a text and some activities for his painting _Gin Lane_.

f) Ford Madox Brown was an artist from the Victorian era. On access.cappelen.no you will find a text and some activities for his painting Work.

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser et maleri som viser neon menn og kvinner samling rundt et bord. På bordet er det en del instrumenter og en mann holder en glassbolle med en fugl i. Mannen som holder bollen har langt grått hår og har på seg en rød badekåpe.

{{Slutt}} 
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6. Listening – Sarah’s Story
The industrial revolution brought vast changes to Britain. People left the countryside in great numbers and moved to the cities in search of work in the new factories and mills. Wages were low and often all members of a family had to work. A new, poor working class was born. Life in the factories was hard, and it is difficult for us even to imagine that children as young as four years old would be working under such conditions. The normal workday was often more than 12 hours.

Sarah Carpenter, a factory worker from Derbyshire, was interviewed in 1849. Listen to her story and decide whether the following statements are true or false. Correct the false ones.

a) Sarah’s father left the family for another woman.

b) Sarah’s brother was kidnapped from the workhouse.

c) The police didn’t know where Sarah’s brother was.

d) When they found out where he was, Sarah and her mother went to find the lost boy.

e) The woman in charge of the children at the mill was very kind to Sarah’s other.

f) Sarah was also kidnapped and forced to work in the factory.

g) Sarah couldn’t read or write.

h) Although the children worked hard, they had very little to eat.

i) The children worked 16 hours a day.

j) The kind foreman was a comfort to the children.

k) Sarah was beaten up because she answered back to the foreman.

l) Eventually, Sarah’s brother came and took her away from the mill.

7. Critical Reading
On access.cappelen.no you will find a newspaper article taken from The Times June 5, 2007 edition, in which a British journalist takes a retrospective look at Victorian society and makes a surprising claim. It is your job to find out what that claim is by reading critically. There are activities on the website.

{{Gloser:}} 

Glossary pp. 36–37

mood -- mentalitet, stemning, tidsånd

The Oval -- cricketbane i London

Villa Park – hjemmebanen til Aston Villa / heimebanen til Aston Villa

archaic -- gammeldags, foreldet / gammaldags, forelda

to grin -- å glise

lark -- morsomt påfunn / morosamt påfunn

sunblind -- markise, persienne

farthing -- mynt fra før 1961 (1/4 gammel penny) / mynt frå før 1961 (1/4 gammal penny)

sovereign -- gammel engelsk mynt / gammal engelsk mynt

hazed over -- tåkelagt

Domesday lines – historiens linjer (referanse til The Domesday Book) / linjene I historia (referanse til The Domesday Book)

{{Slutt}} 
{{Bildetekst:}} 

Shoe-making (also called cobbling) in a refuge for homeless and destitute boys in London, 19th century

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Main Events: The First World War to the Present

-- 1914: Britain declares war on Germany in response to the invasion of Belgium

-- 1918: The First World War ends when Germany surrenders; Most women over 30 and nearly all men over 21 get the vote

-- 1921: Anglo-Irish Peace Treaty is signed, resulting in partition of Ireland

-- 1926: Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa are recognised as autonomous

-- 1928: All women over the age of 21 get the vote

-- 1929: Wall Street Crash sparks the Great Depression

-- 1939: Britain declares war on Germany in response to the invasion of Poland

-- 1940: Winston Churchill becomes prime minister; Battle of Britain begins with heavy raids on cities

-- 1945: The Second World War ends in victoy; Labour wins the general election by a landslide

-- 1947: India gains independence from Britain

-- 1948: Post-war immigration from the Commonwealth begins; National Health Service (NHS) is established

-- 1957: Ghana becomes the first British colony in Africa to gain independence

-- 1966: England wins the football World Cup

-- 1967: Abortion and homosexuality are legalised

-- 1971: First British soldier is killed in Northern Ireland’s “Troubles”

-- 1973: Britain joins the European Economic Community

-- 1979: Conservative Margaret Thatcher becomes Britain’s first female prime minister (resigns 1990)

-- 1982: Argentina invades the British territory of the Falkland Islands; The Falklands War ends in a British victory the same year

-- 1986: Major national industries are privatised

-- 1997: Labour wins the general election; Diana, Princess of Wales, dies in a car crash in Paris; Scotland and Wales vote in favour of devolution

-- 1998: Good Friday Agreement establishes the framework for a devolved Northern Irish assembly

-- 2001: Britain joins the US in strikes on Taliban-controlled Afghanistan

-- 2003: Britain joins the US in an invasion of Iraq

-- 2005: Terror bombing of London Underground

-- 2007: Self-government established in Northern Ireland; Tony Blair steps down as prime minister and Gordon Brown takes over

{{Bildetekst:}} 

A Suffragette protesting to get the vote
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Et fotografi av en dame med en skjorte der det står skrevet på ryggen; “Votes for women”

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Margaret Thatcher waving to well-wishers outside 10 Downing Street

{{Slutt}} 
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In the following poem, the English poet Philip Larkin (1922–1985) has tried to capture the mood in Britain before the First World War.

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

MCMXIV
  Those long uneven lines

  Standing as patiently

  As if they were stretched outside

  The Oval or Villa Park,

  The crowns of hats, the sun

  On moustached archaic faces

  Grinning as if it were all

  An August Bank Holiday lark;

  And the shut shops, the bleached

  Established names on the sunblinds,

  The farthings and sovereigns,

  And dark-clothed children at play

  Called after kings and queens,

  The tin advertisements

  For cocoa and twist, and the pubs

  Wide open all day;

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Calm before the storm: a couple relaxing in their deckchairs on the beach at Great Yarmouth, August 1913
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Vi ser et par som ligger i hver sin strandstol. Hun er kledd i kjole, mens han er kledd dress med skjorte og slips

{{Slutt}} 
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  And the countryside not caring 

  The place-names all hazed over

  With flowering grasses, and fields

  Shadowing Domesday lines

  Under wheat’s restless silence;

  The differently-dressed servants

  With tiny rooms in huge houses,

  The dust behind limousines;

  Never such innocence,

  Never before or since,

  As changed itself to past

  Without a word – the men

  Leaving the gardens tidy,

  The thousands of marriages

  Lasting a little while longer:

  Never such innocence again.

by Philip Larkin
{{Slutt}} 

>>>> Activities
1. Discussion
Discuss the following in pairs.

a) The many images scattered throughout this poem are meant to be recognized as very British. Which of them do you recognize? What pictures do they bring to “your mind’s eye”? Pick out three and discuss your pictures with a fellow pupil.

b) These images are meant to convey a mood of innocence. How do they do that?

c) Are there any images that “foreshadow” the terrible coming events?

d) What is the overall mood of the poem and your personal response?

2. Texts And Illustrations
a) Match the photographs (pp. 36–37) with images the poet creates in the poem. Is there a difference in what the pictures and the images say to you? Is one stronger or more evocative than the other?

b) Choose a recent event in the news or some aspect of your school and write a description of the event/aspect and what you feel about it (in poetry or prose). Find a photograph (on the net for example) that you feel complements your description, or take your own picture. Write an explanation as to how the picture complements your description and present this to the class. 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

A family party enjoy the hot summer weather in St. James’

Park, London, July 1913

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

A recruitment drive at Trafalgar Square, London, 1914
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Vi ser uniformerte menn som har satt opp en stand med plakater og en platespiller. Flere sivile følger interessert med på hva som skjer

{{Slutt}} 
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The twentieth century was a time of abrupt changes for the United Kingdom. It lost its position as a dominant great power. Its empire was transformed into a voluntary association of member nations. It tied itself to Europe through an economic and political union. It even reexamined

relations among its constituent peoples. Through it all, however, it maintained the same social and political stability that had characterised it for centuries, incorporating new participants and adapting to new conditions.

xxx3 The First World War to the Present

The First World War came as a surprise to Great Britain. Britain expected a swift and decisive war. Instead, it quickly bogged down into the savage nightmare of trench warfare on the Western front. Machine guns, mortars, cannon and poison gas killed hundreds of thousands in the space of days. When the war finally ended in victory for Britain and

its allies in 1918, ten million soldiers had lost their lives. Britons suffered terribly. Out of Britain’s total population of 42 million, three million young men were killed or wounded. Almost an entire generation was wiped out.

{{Gloser:}} 

abrupt -- plutselig, brå / plutseleg, brå

voluntary -- frivillig

constituent peoples -- folkeslag

decisive -- avgjørende/avgjerande

trench -- skyttergrav/skyttargrav

mortar -- bombekaster/bombekastar

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

John Nash (1893–1977): “Over the Top”
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

En tegning som viser soldater som klatrer ut av en skyttergrav og går slukøret bortover den snødekte marken

{{Slutt}} 
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It is hard to overstate the impact of the First World War on Britain. It almost bankrupted the British state. It also shook the British Empire to its foundations. After contributing to the victory, more and more people in the colonies began to demand equality and independence. They listened closely to the rhetoric of the victors, who had promised “selfdetermination” to smaller nationalities in Europe. Why only Europe? Throughout the empire well-educated middle classes asked by what right they were being governed from London. Particularly in India resistance to British rule grew under the influence of the Indian Congress Party and its leader, Mahatma Gandhi.

  In contrast to the peaceful, non-violent means of resistance advocated by Gandhi, the Irish once again turned to armed rebellion. Frustrated by decades of unfulfilled promises for “Home Rule,” a group of nationalists seized government buildings in Dublin and proclaimed Irish independence in the “Easter Rising” of 1916. They were quickly suppressed and shot as wartime traitors, but their example set off a fierce guerrilla war that finally fought the British to a standstill in 1921.
{{Gloser:}} 

to be partitioned -- å bli delt opp

profound -- sterk

to overstate -- å overdrive

to bankrupt -- å ruinere

to seize -- å ta kontrollen over

{{Slutt}} 

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Gandhi and India’s Independence_
There had been resistance to British rule in India long before Gandhi was born. The most important and bloodiest

uprising was the Indian Mutiny of 1857, which the British put down with incredible brutality. Throughout the second half of the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth there were numerous acts of “terrorism” (according to the British) or “patriotic resistance”

(according to the Indians), but they did not force the

colonial power out of the country. 

  After the Amritsar Massacre of 1919, in which 400 unarmed men, women and children were slaughtered by the British army, a deeply religious lawyer called Gandhi called on his fellow Indians to change their tactics and follow his principle of non-violent resistance. This involved boycotting all British institutions, goods and services, including schools and courts, and refusing to cooperate in any way with the colonial authorities. Despite the fact that Gandhi and others were imprisoned time after time, and in spite of violence on the part of those who would not listen to Gandhi, the campaign was successful, and finally, in 1947, India became independent, and was partitioned into what became India and Pakistan.

  Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated in 1948, but he has had a profound influence on leaders struggling for equality around the world, in particular Martin Luther King, whose campaign of non-violent resistance was modelled on that of the Indian patriot he so admired.

{{Slutt}} 
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The island was then divided between an independent Irish Free State in the south and the northern Protestant province of Ulster, which remained part of what then became the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

  Perhaps the greatest casualty of the First World War was the optimistic belief in continuing progress toward a better world so evident during the Victorian Age. Conflicts and strikes plagued the economy after the war. Then the worldwide economic depression of the 1930s hindered growth. Reform-friendly voters were split between the growing Labour Party and the shrinking Liberal Party, leaving the Conservative Party to rule much of the time. Yet the need for reform was glaring. Less than one per cent of the population owned two-thirds of Britain’s wealth. It is perhaps surprising that Britain avoided the kind of violent social unrest that led to revolutions and fascism elsewhere.

  It must be added that the war itself had disillusioned many Britons. The cost was so high that many concluded victory had not been worth the price. Pacifist movements like the Peace Pledge Movement and the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom gained supporters. The general feeling (or wish) was – there must be another way.

{{Gloser:}} 

Casualty -- offer

to disillusion -- å gjøre desillusjonert / å gjere desillusjonert

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

_The British Empire 1919_

Vi ser et oversiktskart som viser de land som hørte inn under den britiske tronen i 1919;
-- Great Britain and Ireland

-- Gibraltar

-- Canada

-- Bermuda

-- The Bahamas

-- British Jamaica

-- Honduras

-- Parts of the West Indies

-- British Guiana

-- Falkland Islands and Dependencies

-- Tristan da Cunha

-- St. Helena

-- Ascension Island

-- Newfoundland

-- Malta

-- Cyprus

-- Kuwait

-- Egypt

-- The Gambia

-- Sierra Leone

-- Nigeria

-- Gold Coast

-- Oman

-- Aden

-- Ceylon

-- Anglo-Egyptian Sudan

-- British East Africa

-- British Somaliland

-- Seychelles

-- Nyasaland

-- Mauritius

-- Zanzibar

-- Swaziland

-- South Africa Basutoland

-- Bechuanaland

-- Rhodesia

-- Uganda

-- India

-- Burma

-- Hong Kong

-- British Borneo

-- Australia

-- Tasmania

-- New Zealand

-- Papua 

-- Maldives 
-- Malaya

-- Singapore

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The Second World War

Unfortunately for the British – and the world – the despair and disillusionment felt by young men who had fought in 1914 could also lead to a murderous rage and a wish for revenge. Such was the case for Adolf Hitler, leader of the Nazi Party that came to power in Germany during the economic depression of the 1930s. With memories of the trenches fresh in their minds, the British public and its representatives met Hitler’s aggressive actions with a policy of “Appeasement”, giving in to many of his demands in the hope of avoiding conflict. It was a time of fear, suspicion and, too often, cowardice. The poet W. H. Auden gave a chilling description of the European mood in two stanzas of his poem to commemorate the death of W.B. Yeats in January of 1939:

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

  In the nightmare of the dark

  All the dogs of Europe bark,

  And the living nations wait,

  Each sequestered in its hate;

  Intellectual disgrace

  Stares from every human face,

  And the seas of pity lie

  Locked and frozen in each eye.

{{Slutt}} 

One Briton, Winston Churchill, deeply disagreed with Appeasement and consistently warned against giving in to Hitler. “An appeaser,” he said, “is one who feeds a crocodile, hoping it will eat him last.” This made him quite unpopular at the time. But with the outbreak of the

Second World War in September 1939, he was vindicated. On May 10, 1940, Churchill, then sixty-five years old, was asked to become prime minister. In the following weeks Nazi Germany crushed France and threw Great Britain off the continent at great loss. Britain then stood alone against the fury of Hitler’s tyranny. It was the darkest moment in

British history since the Spanish Armada had set sail in 1588. The British people and the world awaited a German invasion.

  It did not come. The Battle of Britain was fought not on the ground, but in the air. The Royal British Air Force defeated the German Luftwaffe, making invasion across the English Channel impossible. Referring to these pilots, Churchill said in the House of Commons, “Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”

Nothing, however, could stop the bombing of British cities.

{{Gloser:}} 

appeasement -- ettergivenhet/ettergiving

cowardice -- feighet/feigskap

to commemorate -- å være et minnesmerke over / å vere eit minnesmerke over

sequestered -- isolert

to be vindicated -- å få oppreisning

(p. 42):

vessel -- fartøy

dogfight -- luftkamp mellom jagerfly / luftkamp mellom jagarfly

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Battle of Britain and the Blitz_
To invade Britain Hitler had to wipe out the Royal Air Force, which would otherwise attack German vessels as they crossed the Channel. Things looked bad for the RAF: they had 650 fighter aircraft, while the Germans had 1,300. Between July and September 1940 there was dogfight after

dogfight, and the British planes proved superior to the German ones. The RAF suffered heavy losses, but the Germans lost twice as many men and aircraft. This was the first major battle of the war the German forces lost.

  In frustration, Hitler turned his attention to Britain’s big cities, and tried to wipe them out. This was the period of the Blitz – so called because of the German word Blitzkrieg, or “lightning war”. From August 1940 until May 1941 German bombers attacked military, industrial and civilian targets night after night, and sometimes in the daytime. They did extensive damage, killed 43,000 civilians and made thousands of others homeless. Then Hitler invaded the Soviet Union and his air force moved east. The Blitz was over.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

St. Paul’s Cathedral in London during German air raid, January 1941

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

A family sit amid the wreckage of their Liverpool home

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser to fotografier, det ene av St. Paul’s Cathedral i London, og det andre av en familie som sitter midt i en ruinhaug

{{Slutt}} 
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In sum, unlike the First World War which was fought at the front by soldiers, all Britons were subject to terror and sudden death throughout the Second World War. In light of this, the very fact that the British had wished to avoid war makes it all the more impressive that they were able

to mobilize their resources and their will to fight off the threat. Total war meant total mobilization, straining the resources of the nation and the empire to the breaking point. The shared experience of rationing, air raids, V1 and V2 rocket attacks, sacrifice and common suffering made a deep and lasting impression on the country. Once engaged, the British doggedly fought their way to victory over six long, bitter years.

  It is clear that Britain could not possibly have finally defeated Germany without the help of its stronger allies, the Soviet Union and the United States, both of which entered the war in 1941. But it is equally clear that

the war would have taken a very different course if Great Britain had not withstood the Nazi attack alone in 1940. Britons stood firm. This was “their finest hour,” to quote Churchill once again.

  But it was also to be their last appearance as a dominant world power on the international scene.

xxx4 Post-war Britain

Great Britain emerged from the Second World War greatly weakened and in need of making major social and political changes. One such change was the creation of the welfare state aimed at the elimination of poverty and need. All parties agreed to construct it, but the architect of the new welfare state was the Labour Party. In 1945 it won a clear majority in Parliament, becoming the main opponent of the Conservatives and reducing the Liberal Party to a minor power. Labour’s moderate programmes and wish for a gradual transition to a more just society won over many middle-class voters.

{{Margtekst:}} 

See Chapter 3, p. 173 for more about this.

{{Slutt}} 

  One effect of the equalitarian values championed by the new welfare state was a youthful rebellion against what was seen as the old elitist, class system of the pre-war years. In the 1960s young people used the expanding influence of American culture to break sharply with the past. The developing consumer economy encouraged the creation of a

transatlantic youth culture of “teenagers”. Groups like the Beatles and the Rolling Stones adopted rock & roll music from the US and sent it back with a new, British twist. This was the time of Swinging London, a centre for pop art and culture.

>>>> Spot check

a) What impact did the First World War have on the British Empire?

b) Why did the 1920s and ’30s appear bleak to many?

c) Why did many Britons wish to avoid a war with Hitler?

d) Why was the situation so dangerous for the United Kingdom in 1940?

e) What impact did the Second World War have on British society?

{{Gloser:}} 

to be subject to -- å være utsatt for / å vere utsett for

to strain -- å overbelaste

doggedly -- sta, hardnakket / sta, hardnakka

welfare state -- velferdsstat

opponent -- motstander/motstandar

transition -- overgang

equalitarian -- som tar sikte på sosial likhet / som tek sikte på sosial likskap

consumer economy -- forbrukerøkonomi/forbrukarøkonomi
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshots from history: The Beatles and the Swinging Sixties_
When “Love Me Do” was first broadcast in 1962, the Mersey Sound arrived to stay. John, George, Paul and Ringo became household names. The impact was as great as when Elvis sang “Heartbreak Hotel” six years before. “All My Loving”, “Ticket to Ride”, “A Hard Day’s Night” and a host of other hits followed, and are now regarded as evergreens. The Beatles quickly became an astounding success in Britain, the USA and most of the rest of the world.

  The Beatles had a lifestyle which was typical of the

“permissive society” of the swinging sixties, when drugs and free sex caught on in a big way among young people. They smoked pot quite openly and were very popular with the girls. The Fabulous Four were also into transcendental meditation, which, along with other features of alternative lifestyles, was popular at the time.

  John Lennon was the outstanding thinker of the group. When he was assassinated by a mentally disturbed young man in 1980, a generation of music lovers and pacifists throughout the world mourned.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 
The Beatles in 1963: (l-r) Ringo Starr, George Harrison, Paul McCartney and John Lennon

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et fotografi av fire unge dresskledde menn med girarer

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Beatlemania: Policemen struggle to retain young Beatles fans, 1965

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Et fotografi av politifolk som desperate forsøker å holde hysteriske fans på avstand

{{Slutt}} 
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The 1950s and ’60s also saw a wave of immigration from former colonies to the United Kingdom. “New Commonwealth” immigrants were attracted by Britain’s expanding economy and need for labour. They settled in the cities, often taking the unskilled, poorly paid jobs that native born Britons did not want. They brought with them new impulses and customs, creating a fresh multicultural mix. Problems

were also encountered, of course. Racism and poverty often caused disadvantages which were passed on from the first to the second and third generations. Some members of New Commonwealth ethnic communities felt excluded from the mainstream, leading to conflicts. By and large, however, Britain’s long tradition of tolerance and openness was successful in integrating these new elements, to the profit of the nation.

xxx4 Reinventing Britain

The welfare state, cultural developments and immigration were sustained by a period of economic growth as Europe rebuilt itself during the decades after the Second World War. But as time passed, Britain found itself being out-competed by other industrial powers. It was not so much that Britain was getting poorer or more inefficient, as that other nations were getting richer and more efficient quicker. In addition, the size of the government had expanded greatly to administer the new welfare programmes, causing taxes to rise. Conservative and middleclass voters came to believe that Britain could not afford so expensive

a welfare state or such high taxes.

  These were some of the long-terms factors that brought Conservative Margaret Thatcher to power as prime minister in 1979. She cut back on welfare programmes, reduced taxes, rewarded individual initiative and attempted to stimulate business to get the economy growing again. Through a series of bruising confrontations she gradually broke the power of the trade unions and succeeded in de-nationalizing industries that had been taken over by earlier Labour governments. She also reduced the size of government. Though her tough policies were successful in bringing back economic growth, she polarized the country with her uncompromising stands. After eleven years in power she

became so unpopular that her own party pushed her to the side in 1990, replacing her with John Major as head of the Conservative Party and prime minister. He won the following election, but the country grew tired of the Conservatives, who were plagued by scandals. Meanwhile, the Labour Party was renewing itself under its new leader, Tony Blair. He went on to win the general election of 1997.

{{Gloser:}} 

(p. 44):

evergreen -- klassiker/klassikar

permissive -- ettergivende, slepphendt, frigjort / ettergivande, slepphendt, frigjord

to mourn -- å sørge / å sørgje

(p. 45):

labour -- arbeidskraft

mainstream -- hovedstrømmen, det store flertallet / hovudstraumen, det store fleirtalet

to sustain -- å bære / å bere

tax -- skatt

bruising -- knusende/knusande

trade unions -- fagforeninger/fagforeiningar

to polarize -- å splitte

to be plagued by -- å være forfulgt av / å vere forfølgd av

(p. 46):

to enrich -- å berike / å gjere rikare, å gjere meir verdifull

to dismantle -- å avvikle

momentous -- svært viktig, kritisk

inter-war years -- mellomkrigstida

credibility -- troverdighet/truverde

{{Slutt}} 
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Tony Blair was prime minister until he voluntarily stepped down in 2007. He had moved the Labour Party to the right, reduced the power of the unions within the party and recaptured the middle-class voters at the centre of British politics by accepting many of the measures passed by preceding Conservative governments (see p. 173).

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snaptshot from history: The Empire Windrush_
It’s not as famous as Nelson’s “Victory” or the “Queen

Elizabeth II”, but the “Empire Windrush” played an important part in the history of Britain: it was the ship that signalled a new wave of immigration, enriching Britain’s multicultural society. It arrived in London from Kingston, Jamaica, in 1948, with 500 immigrants on board. As British citizens – due to the fact that Jamaica was a

colony at the time – these people had the right to settle in the UK, and they did so in the hope of finding a better

life.

  Would you leave the sun, the blue ocean, the golden

beaches and the marvellous music of Jamaica in order to live in the rain and fog of London and listen to the boring

old BBC? Well, if you can’t make a living in your own country, what choice do you have? There were jobs to be

had in Britain at the time. 

  Still, it could be hard to find work and even more difficult to find places to live. The white British at the time were not used to black people and there was a great deal of discrimination. Nonetheless, by 1955 about 30,000

people were emigrating from the West Indies to Britain every year, bringing their skills and their colourful culture to make the country a better place for everyone.

{{Slutt}} 

xxx4 Dismantling Empire

Another momentous change after the Second World War was the dismantling of the British Empire. Australia, New Zealand and Canada had already gained independence peacefully, becoming part of a newly created British Commonwealth in the 1920s and ’30s. Elsewhere independence movements in colonies grew during the inter-war years, notably in India. Defeats in the Second World War badly damaged Britain’s credibility as a dominant power in Southeast Asia.  Moreover, in 1945 the United Nations Charter called for progress towards selfgovernment in colonies around the world. As a co-signer, Britain could not maintain its empire unchanged. India was granted its independence in 1947.
>>>> Spot check

a) Why did the British construct the welfare state after the Second World War?

b) In what ways did the younger generations rebel in the 1950s and ’60s?

c) What led to the election of Margaret Thatcher?

d) What kinds of policies did the Thatcher government pursue?

e) How did Labour change its policies?
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Thereafter a long list of colonies around the world left the Empire, most often joining the Commonwealth, as India did. Between 1945 and 1965, 500 million people of the British Empire became selfgoverning.

  By and large this was a successful and peaceful business, in contrast to the often bloody and tragic events surrounding the end of French and Belgian colonialism. This success rested partly on the skill of British governments in maintaining friendly relations with the newly departed

colonies. Despite great wrongs done during colonial times, many of the administrators of these colonies had high ideals of service and duty. They helped arrange the smooth transition of power. 
xxx4 The Troubles

A dismantling of central power also took place within Great Britain. It was called “devolution”. In both Wales and Scotland movements grew demanding greater autonomy from the dominant power of England. They were met with sympathy by Labour, and new national assemblies were created for both.

{{Margtekst:}} 

See Chapter 8, p. 358 for more on this.

{{Slutt}} 

  However, one earlier attempt at local government remained extremely difficult. The UK government had made the province of Ulster a selfgoverning part of the United Kingdom in 1921. The Protestant majority controlled the elected government. They suppressed and excluded the minority of Catholics in the province, who they feared as representatives of the Irish in the south bent on unifying the island. Violence broke out between the two sides when Catholics protested against their unfair treatment in 1969. The outlawed Irish Republican Army (IRA) began a long campaign against the Ulster authorities and Protestant

paramilitary groups. The British Army was sent to stabilize the situation, but soon itself became a participant in the conflict.

  In 1972 the Northern Ireland government was replaced by direct rule from London. For three decades afterwards unsuccessful attempts were made to return self-government to the province. During “The Troubles,” as they were called, more than 3000 persons were killed. Finally, in 1998 a ceasefire was arranged between the two sides. This was known as the “Good Friday” agreement. More years of frustrating negotiations followed. Under intense pressure from London and Dublin, the two antagonists at long last agreed to form a coalition government in May, 2007, including representatives of both the Protestants and the Catholics.
{{Gloser:}} 

transition -- overføring

devolution -- innføring av selvstyre / innføring av sjølvstyre

autonomy -- selvstyre/sjølvstyre

national assembly -- nasjonalforsamling

to suppress -- å undertrykke / å undertrykkje

to be bent on something – å være fast bestemt på noe / å vere fast bestemt på noko

paramilitary -- halvmilitær

decade -- tiår

ceasefire -- våpenhvile/våpenkvile

antagonist -- motstander/ motstandar

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Bloody Sunday_
What actually happened on Sunday 30 January 1972 in Derry in Northern Ireland? The cold facts are these: after a demonstration by civil rights activists 26 people were shot by British soldiers and 13 of them died immediately. Another died later of gunshot wounds. Five of the victims were shot in the back. And two more demonstrators were hurt when they were run down by military vehicles. But why did the British soldiers open fire? After an enquiry, the Ministry of Defence in London claimed that they did so in self-defence, but the victims were unarmed, and the coroner in charge of the investigation seven months later called the incident “sheer unadulterated murder”: strong words in any circumstances.

  Years later a new commission was set up, but it was widely believed that their work was a series of cover-ups and lies. The public were so outraged that finally Prime Minister Tony Blair set up yet another enquiry under the direction of Lord Saville. At the time of writing this is still in progress, and the costs of the enquiries have

already amounted to £400,000,000 – yes, four hundred million pounds – with no end in sight.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

A British soldier drags a Catholic protester during “Bloody Sunday”, 30 January 1972
{{Slutt}} 
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Self-government was re-established. But it was unclear how

well it would be able to heal the deep historical, religious, and social divisions within Northern Irish society. 

xxx4 Realigning in the world

The end of the empire forced Britain to change its relation to the world around it. No longer powerful enough to go it alone, it needed partners in trade and allies in war more than ever. The trouble is that these two have not always been the same.

  After the Second World War, economic cooperation among Western European powers gradually developed into the European Union (EU). At first Britain was sceptical of this development, but it became increasingly clear that Britain’s economic fortunes were now tied to its European neighbours, not its former colonies. After a failed attempt to join in 1961, Britain finally became a full member in 1973. It has remained an uncomfortable member ever since. Centuries of autonomy have left an ingrained suspicion towards Europe among many Britons. A sizable number still disagree with EU membership and the British government has yet to replace the British pound with the Euro. Nonetheless, it is clear that Britain is now an integral part of Europe.

  Britain’s foreign policy has been more difficult to realign. After the Second World War, Britain was a loyal ally of the United States during the Cold War. Britons viewed this as a natural part of a “Special Relationship”

to America based on their common values, common interests and common language. The “Anglo-American” world was a combination of the two, though the US was clearly the dominant partner. This relationship helped Britain to continue to play an important international role in politics through such organizations as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the United Nations, in which it retains a veto in the powerful Security Council. Although there have been occasional conflicts of interest between the two partners, the relationship has remained strong.

  However, conflicts between the EU and the USA have placed this relationship under increasing strain since the end of the Cold War in the 1990s, often forcing Britain to choose sides. This has proven difficult. On the one hand, Britain supports the EU positions on global warming, setting up a world court, relieving the foreign debt of developing countries and many other policies. 
{{Gloser:}} 

coroner -- embetsmann som leder undersøkelse / embetsmann som leier gransking

(p. 49):

division -- splittelse/splitting

to realign -- å omstille seg

cooperation -- samarbeid

ingrained -- inngrodd, rotfestet / inngrodd, rotfesta

integral -- uutskillelig/uutskiljeleg

to retain -- å beholde / å behalde

strain -- belastning, trykk

to relieve -- å lette, å lindre

{{Slutt}} 
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On the other hand, it has supported American calls for world-wide free trade and American military actions which have often been contentious within the EU – for example,

America’s use of airpower through NATO to end conflicts in the Balkans.

  Things came to a head when Britain took part in the American led invasion and occupation of Iraq in 2003. This action was deeply unpopular among the majority of people in the EU, not to mention the governments of France and Germany. Before stepping down in 2007, Blair announced a reduction in the British engagement in Iraq, perhaps trying

to ease tensions with his European allies. But the basic question remains; in what direction shall Britain turn when making foreign policy decisions? Towards its closest neighbours and most important trading partners in Europe – the EU – or towards its closest ally and “cousin” – the USA, the world’s only superpower? This remains an open question in today’s Britain.

xxx4 Britain in the future

Britain today is a prosperous and stable democratic nation. Though it no longer has the world power or scope it had a hundred years ago, it nonetheless remains a significant player on the world stage culturally, economically and militarily. Culturally the Commonwealth and, above all, the unrivalled position of the English language worldwide give the UK a reach few other countries can match. Economically, it is still one of the wealthiest countries in the world, with a strong rate of economic growth within the EU. Militarily, Britain is a member of the nuclear club and is one of the few nations which can match the Americans in terms of sophistication of weaponry or scope of operations.

  Nonetheless, the UK does face problems and challenges both at home and abroad. The very fact that it is wealthy raises disturbing questions. How can it maintain its wealth without continuing to use up precious, non-renewable resources? And what will be the impact of the uneven distribution of wealth among its citizens that continues to plague British society? Equally, Britain’s military engagement in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere in the world are also reason for concern and debate among its people. How its political institutions deal with these matters remains to be seen. In any case, there can be little doubt that Britain will continue to be a force to be reckoned with in the 21st century as it meets the global challenges of the new post-industrial world it helped create.

>>>> Spot check

a) Why was the British Empire dismantled after the Second World War?

b) What is “devolution”?

c) Describe developments in Northern Ireland since the 1960s.

d) Why did the United Kingdom join the European Union?

e) Why has the “Special Relationship” been the source of some difficulties for the United Kingdom?

{{Gloser:}} 

contentious -- kontroversiell

to ease tension -- å dempe spenning

prosperous -- velstående/velståande

nuclear -- atomkraft

sophistication of weaponry -- hvor avanserte våpen man har / kor avanserte våpen ein har

non-renewable -- ikke-fornybar/ ikkje-fornybar

distribution of wealth – fordeling av rikdom

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities

1. Working With The Timeline – Vocabulary
a) The following words are taken sequentially from the timeline on p. 35, but their spelling is mixed up, except for the first two letters of each word. Find the words and then translate them into Norwegian. pattirion – auontoomus – resnopse – viotcry – ineennddpce – elitecon 

b) Now find eight words of your own from the timeline and mix up the letters. Find a partner and see who can find the most of each other’s words in two minutes.

2. Working With The Timeline – Verbs
Fill in the gaps in the following sentences with the appropriate verbs taken from the timeline (p. 35). Remember to change the tense of the verb if necessary. sign – declare – gain – spark – legalise 

a) The US President refused to … the Kyoto Accords.

b) What first … my interest was a letter from Simone.

c) War was … against the enemy. 

d) After a nervous start, Jonathan began to … confidence.

e) It took many years before skateboarding was … in Norway

3. Understanding The Text – Skimming
Skimming is reading a text fairly quickly to find out what its main ideas and facts are. Details and examples are passed over quickly. Important nouns and verbs, and possibly dates and place names are noticed. Now skim the text from the paragraph “Realigning in the world” on p. 49 quickly, and then answer the questions:

a) When and why did Britain become a member of the EU?

b) Why has conflicts between the EU and the USA been a problem for Britain?

c) What is Britain’s status in the world today?

4. Writing
Close reading is what we do when we want a full understanding of a text. This means paying attention to all aspects of the text, such as details and examples, and to make sure we understand the vocabulary used in the text.

  Read the text again closely and then write an expository essay answering the following question: What are the main reasons behind Britain’s changed role in the world today compared to its role one hundred years ago? (See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for help on expository essays.)
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5. Discussion
Work in pairs or small groups:

a) In your opinion, what was the most serious impact of the First World War on Great Britain?

b) In 1940 all of Britain’s allies had been defeated and it stood alone against Germany, which had a non-aggression pact with Russia. The United States refused to join the war. Why didn’t the British give up and make peace?

c) What political forces do you think lay behind the dismantling of the British Empire and devolution of power within Great Britain? Have these forces also affected other countries?

d) Can you identify ways in which the former existence of the British Empire still affects the world?

e) Make a list of what you think are the five most interesting developments in Britain in the last 150 years. Compare lists with another pair or group. Be ready to explain why you have made the choices you have made.

6. Talking And Writing – Blogging The Past
Choose an important event in British history from the last 75 years. Now pretend that you could write an eyewitness blog about that event to an audience of the day. Adopt an identity (fictional or real) and write a blog entry from the past! (See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for tips

on blog writing.)

7. Language – Passive Voice
The passive voice is most often made by a form of to be + the past participle of a main verb. Examples:

-– Every now and then a coin is thrown into the guitar case.

–- His interest in football was passed on to him by his grandfather.

–- The car is washed every Sunday.

a) The passive voice is often used in history texts. Why do you think this is the case?

b) Here are a few examples of passive sentences from the text. Try to rewrite them in the active voice. What problems do you encounter?

–- Three million young men were killed or wounded.

-– Almost an entire generation was virtually wiped out.

–- The optimistic belief in continuing progress … was shattered.

–- But with the outbreak of the Second World War … he was vindicated.

8. Snapshots
Throughout the texts you have read so far, you have come across “snapshots” of interesting people or events in British history.

a) How would you compare the tone and style of these snapshot texts to the general texts? Consider their level of formality, choice of words, use of contractions or other stylistical features. Do you think the two types of texts work well together?

b) Now it is your turn to write a snapshot! Choose one of the people in the list on the next page, and model your text on the snapshots in this chapter. Find an illustration to go with your text.
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-- Sir Francis Drake 
-– Mary Queen of Scots 
–- James Watt 
-– Captain James Cook 
-– Mary Seacole 
-– William Wilberforce 
-– Isambard Kingdom Brunel 
-– Charles Darwin 
–- Charles Dickens 
-– Ernest Shackleton 
-– Emmeline Pankhurst 
–- Virginia Woolf 
-– Winston Churchill 
-– Alan Turing 
-– Diana, Princess of Wales 
–- J.R.R. Tolkien 
–- Stephen Hawking 
–- George Best 
-– J. K. Rowling 
-– Queen Elizabeth II

9. Quick Research
Find answers to the following:

a) What was the Munich Agreement of 1938?

b) How large are the British armed forces?

c) Who is head of the Northern Irish government?

d) How many Commonwealth countries are there today?
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During the First World War (1914–18) hundreds of thousands of British soldiers were sent to the battlefields in France and Belgium. The muddy trenches on both sides stretched from the English Channel to the frontiers of Switzerland. Soldiers ate, slept and stood guard in mud. To attack, soldiers had to go “over the top” and face the deadly power of machine guns. Millions were killed or badly wounded. Though none of the fighting actually happened in Britain, the experiences of this war marked a whole generation.

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

The Soldier

  If I should die, think only this of me:

    That there’s some corner of a foreign field

  That is for ever England. There shall be

    In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;

  A dust whom England bore, shaped, made aware,

    Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways to roam,

  A body of England’s, breathing English air

    Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of home.

  And think, this heart, all evil shed away,

    A pulse in the eternal mind, no less

      Gives somewhere back the thoughts by England given;

  Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as her day;

    And laughter, learnt of friends; and gentleness,

      In hearts at peace, under an English heaven.

by Rupert Brooke (1914)

{{Slutt}} 
{{Gloser:}} 

trench -- skyttergrav/skyttargrav

to conceal -- å skjule

to roam -- å streife omkring

blest -- velsignet/velsigna

shed away -- kastet bort, lagt vekk / kasta bort, lagd vekk

(p. 55):

to gobble -- å sluke

pit -- grop

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Bildetekst:}} 

Georges Bertin Scott (1873–1942): “An Injured Soldier”, 1916

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser et maleri som viser en soldat som holder et tørkle til munnen. Tørklet er farget rødt av blod som renner fram nesen og munnen.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

Does It Matter?

  Does it matter? – losing your legs? ...

  For people will always be kind,

  And you need not show that you mind

  When the others come in after hunting

  To gobble their muffins and eggs.

  Does it matter? – losing your sight? ...

  There’s such splendid work for the blind;

  And people will always be kind,

  As you sit on the terrace remembering

  And turning your face to the light.

  Do they matter? – those dreams from the pit? ...

  You can drink and forget and be glad,

  And people won’t say that you’re mad,

  For they’ll know you’ve fought for your country

  And no one will worry a bit.

by Siegfried Sassoon (1916)
{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities

1. Discussing The Poems
In pairs or small groups, discuss the following

questions: 
“The Soldier”

a) In this poem, with its military title, what words can you find that suggest the brutality of war?

b) What pictures of England do we find in this poem?

c) The speaker seems to imply that he owes his homeland a great debt. What sort of debt? What has his homeland given him?

d) Do you think the poem gives a realistic impression of England at the beginning of the 20th century? Would you call it an honest poem?

e) Can you suggest reasons why “The Soldier” became extremely popular when it was first published in 1915?

f) This poem is seen as embarrassing by many readers today. Can you suggest reasons for this?

“Does It Matter?”

g) What three effects of the war on a soldier does this poem touch on?

h) It is often argued that the two great wars were fought by working-class men on both sides and that the people they were fighting for, were often more the enemy than the people they were fighting against. Does this poem reflect this attitude? Explain!

i) This poem has enjoyed a bit of a revival of late. What reasons do you think there might be for its newfound popularity?

Both poems:

j) Which poem appeals to you most and why?

2. Discussing Patriotism
In pairs or small groups, discuss the following questions:

a) What is patriotism? What is it that makes you feel patriotic (for example, where you might be, what you might be reading, eating, listening to, who you might be talking to etc.)? If you are abroad and you hear someone criticizing your own country, how do you feel? Do you react? What about when you are at home?

b) Using the two poems as a starting point, make lists of positive things about patriotism and negative things about patriotism. Then arrange a class discussion on this theme: “Patriotism is a good thing.”

3. Going Deeper Into The Poems
Go to Toolbox on access.cappelen.no to find information about poetry analysis.

a) Repetition (of words, sounds and phrases) is a device used by writers. Look carefully at Brooke’s poem and find where he uses repetition of sounds and words. Then try to decide why he uses it. What is he suggesting to us through these elements of repetition?

b) Sassoon also uses repetition in his poem. What is the effect he creates with this repetition?
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c) What is the mood of each poem? How does the poet get this mood across?

d) Based on your discussions of these two poems, what would you say is the most important theme(s) in each of them? Support your answer with examples from the poems.

4. Writing
Choose one assignment:

a) You are part of a poetry chat group where many friends meet online to share good poetry. Choose one of the two poems and write an entry in which you recommend it for poem of the week.

b) Write an analytical essay in which you compare and contrast what “The Soldier” and “Does It Matter?” say about patriotism and war. (See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for tips on writing analytical essays.)

5. Quick Research
Perhaps reading these poems made you curious about the two poets, Rupert Brooke and Siegfried Sassoon? If so, join a partner and go to access.cappelen.no. Each of you should find out more about the life of one poet. Write brief biographical notes on your poet and then present him orally

to your partner. 
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

En plakat som viser engelske soldater som marsjerer foran en gruppe sivile. Teksten på plakaten lyder; ”Come into the ranks and fight for your King and Country – Don’t stay in the crowd and stare. You are wanted at the front – enlist today!”

{{Slutt}} 
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After the crash on Wall Street in 1929 and the international economic crisis that followed it, the first years of the 1930s were particularly hard on Britain’s “have-nots”. Industries collapsed and people all over Europe and America lost their livelihoods. George Orwell (1903–1950) experienced this first hand as he lived for several years doing low-paid jobs, first in Paris and then in East London. Out of this experience came his first book, Down and Out in Paris and London (1933), where he gives an

account of the lives of the homeless poor. In the excerpt below we read of the daily battle for money, food and employment on the mean streets of London.

xxx3 Down and Out in Paris and London

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

_Chapter XXXIII_
The two pounds that B. had given me lasted about ten days. That it lasted so long was due to Paddy, who had learned parsimony on the road and considered even one sound meal a day a wild extravagance. Food, to him, had come to mean simply bread and margarine – the eternal tea-and-two-slices, which will cheat hunger for an hour or two. He

taught me how to live, food, bed, tobacco and all, at the rate of half a crown a day. And he managed to earn a few extra shillings by “glimming” in the evenings. It was a precarious job, because illegal, but it brought a little and eked out our money.

  e morning we tried for a job as sandwich men. We went at five to an alley-way behind some offices, but there was already a queue of thirty or forty men waiting, and after two hours we were told that there was no job for us. We had not missed much, for sandwich men have an unenviable job. They are paid about three shillings a day for ten hours’ work – it is hard work, especially in windy weather, and there is no skulking, for an inspector comes round frequently to see that the men are on their beat. To add to their troubles, they are only engaged by the day, or sometimes for three days, never weekly, so that they have to wait hours for their job every morning. The number of unemployed men who are ready to do the work makes them powerless to fight for better treatment. The job all sandwich men covet is distributing handbills, which is paid for at the same rate. When you see a man distributing handbills you can do him a good turn by taking one, for he goes off duty when he has distributed all his bills.

{{Gloser

have-nots -- fattige

livelihood -- levebrød

parsimony -- påholdenhet, nøkternhet / knussel, kniping

glimming -- arbeide svart

precarious -- utrygg

to eke out -- å kare sammen / å kare saman

{{Slutt}} 

---- 59 til 150

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Fotografi av to menn som står og skuer outover Themsen og den britiske parlamentsbygningen (Houses of Parliament).

{{Slutt}} 
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Meanwhile we went on with the lodging-house life – a squalid, eventless life of crushing boredom. For days together there was nothing to do but sit in the underground kitchen, reading yesterday’s newspaper, or, when one could get hold of it, a back number of the Union Jack. It rained a great deal at this time, and everyone who came in steamed, so that the kitchen stank horribly. One’s only excitement was the periodical tea-and-two-slices. I do not know how many men are living this life in London – it must be thousands at the least. As to Paddy, it was actually the best life he had known for two years past. His interludes

from tramping, the times when he had somehow laid hands on a few shillings, had all been like this; the tramping itself had been slightly worse. Listening to his whimpering voice – he was always whimpering when he was not eating – one realised what torture unemployment must be to him. People are wrong when they think that an unemployed man only worries about losing his wages; on the contrary, an illiterate man, with the work habit in his bones, needs work even more than he needs money. An educated man can put up with enforced idleness, which is one of the worst evils of poverty. But a man like Paddy, with no means of filling up time, is as miserable out of work as a dog on the chain. That is why it is such nonsense to pretend that those who have “come down in the world” are to be pitied above all others. The man who really merits pity is the man who has been down from the start, and faces poverty with a blank, resourceless mind.

  It was a dull time, and little of it stays in my mind, except for talks with Bozo. Once the lodging-house was invaded by a slumming-party. Paddy and I had been out, and, coming back in the afternoon, we heard sounds of music downstairs. We went down to find three gentle-people, sleekly dressed, holding a religious service in our kitchen. They were a grave and reverend seignior in a frock coat, a lady sitting at a portable harmonium, and a chinless youth toying with a crucifix. It appeared that they had marched in and started to hold the service, without any kind of invitation whatever.

  It was a pleasure to see how the lodgers met this intrusion. They did not offer the smallest rudeness to the slummers; they just ignored them. By common consent everyone in the kitchen – a hundred men, perhaps – behaved as though the slummers had not existed. There they stood

patiently singing and exhorting, and no more notice was taken of them than if they had been earwigs. The gentleman in the frock coat preached a sermon, but not a word of it was audible; it was drowned in the usual din of songs, oaths and the clattering of pans. Men sat at their meals and card games three feet away from the harmonium, peaceably ignoring it.

{{Gloser:}} 

squalid -- tarvelig/tarveleg

interlude -- avbrekk/avbrot

slumming-party -- gruppe av misjonærer som oppsøker de fattige / gruppe av misjonærar som oppsøkjer dei fattige

sleekly -- glatt

intrusion -- inntrengen/inntrenging

to exhort -- å formane

earwig -- saksedyr

{{Slutt}} 
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Presently the slummers gave it up and cleared out, not insulted in any way, but merely disregarded. No doubt they consoled themselves by thinking how brave they had been, “freely venturing into the lowest dens,” etc. etc.

  Bozo said that these people came to the lodging-house several times a month. They had influence with the police, and the “deputy” could not exclude them. It is curious how people take it for granted that they have a right to preach at you and pray over you as soon as your income falls below a certain level.

  After nine days B.’s two pounds was reduced to one and ninepence. Paddy and I set aside eighteenpence for our beds, and spent threepence on the usual tea-and-two-slices, which we shared – an appetiser rather than a meal. By the afternoon we were damnably hungry and Paddy remembered a church near King’s Cross Station where a free tea was

given once a week to tramps. This was the day, and we decided to go there. Bozo, though it was rainy weather and he was almost penniless, would not come, saying that churches were not his style.

  Outside the church quite a hundred men were waiting, dirty types who had gathered from far and wide at the news of a free tea, like kites round a dead buffalo. Presently the doors opened and a clergyman and some girls shepherded us into a gallery at the top of the church. It was an evangelical church, gaunt and wilfully ugly, with texts about blood and fire blazoned on the walls, and a hymn-book containing twelve hundred and fifty-one hymns; reading some of the hymns, I concluded that the book would do as it stood for an anthology of bad verse. There was to be a service after the tea, and the regular congregation were sitting in the well of the church below. It was a week-day, and there were only a few dozen of them, mostly stringy old women who reminded one of boiling-fowls. We ranged ourselves in the gallery pews and were given our tea; it was a one-pound jam-jar of tea each, with six slices of bread and margarine. As soon as tea was over, a dozen tramps who had stationed themselves near the door bolted to avoid the service; the rest stayed, less from gratitude than lacking the cheek to go.

  The organ let out a few preliminary hoots and the service began. And instantly, as though at a signal, the tramps began to misbehave in the most outrageous way. One would not have thought such scenes possible in a church. All round the gallery men lolled in their pews, laughed, chattered, leaned over and flicked pellets of bread among the congregation; I had to restrain the man next to me, more or less by force, from lighting a cigarette. The tramps treated the service as a purely comic spectacle. It was, indeed, a sufficiently ludicrous service – the kind where there are sudden yells of “Hallelujah!” and endless extempore prayers – but their behaviour passed all bounds.
{{Gloser:}} 

kite -- her: gribb

gaunt -- radmager

blazon -- male i store bokstaver / måle i store bokstavar

congregation -- menighet/kyrkjelyd

boiling-fowl -- høne (til koking)

pellet -- kule

ludicrous -- latterlig/latterleg

{{Slutt}} 
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There was one old fellow in the congregation – Brother Bootle or some such name – who was often called on to lead us in prayer, and whenever he stood up the tramps would begin stamping as though in a theatre; they said that on

a previous occasion he had kept up an extempore prayer for twenty-five minutes, until the minister had interrupted him. Once when Brother Bootle stood up a tramp called out, “Two to one ’e don’t beat seven minutes!” so loud that the whole church must hear. It was not long before we were making far more noise than the minister. Sometimes somebody below would send up an indignant “Hush!” but it made no impression. We had set ourselves to guy the service, and there was no stopping us.

  It was a queer, rather disgusting scene. Below were the handful of simple, well-meaning people, trying hard to worship; and above were the hundred men whom they had fed, deliberately making worship impossible. A ring of dirty, hairy faces grinned down from the gallery, openly jeering. What could a few women and old men do against a hundred

hostile tramps? They were afraid of us, and we were frankly bullying them. It was our revenge upon them for having humiliated us by feeding us.

  The minister was a brave man. He thundered steadily through a long sermon on Joshua, and managed almost to ignore the sniggers and chattering from above. But in the end, perhaps goaded beyond endurance, he announced loudly:

  “I shall address the last five minutes of my sermon to the unsaved sinners!”

  Having said which, he turned his face to the gallery and kept it so for five minutes, lest there should be any doubt about who were saved and who unsaved. But much we cared! Even while the minister was threatening hell fire, we were rolling cigarettes, and at the last amen we clattered down the stairs with a yell, many agreeing to come back for another free tea next week.

  The scene had interested me. It was so different from the ordinary demeanour of tramps – from the abject worm-like gratitude with which they normally accept charity. The explanation, of course, was that we outnumbered the congregation and so were not afraid of them. A man receiving charity practically always hates his benefactor – it is a fixed characteristic of human nature; and, when he has fifty or a hundred others to back him, he will show it.

(excerpt)

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 
extempore -- improvisert

to guy -- her: å sabotere

to goad -- å plage

demeanour -- holdning

abject -- servil, underdanig

benefactor -- velgjører/velgjerar

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities
1. Understanding The Text
Work in pairs. Use the key words below to retell the story.

sandwich men – unemployed – lodging house life – boredom – dog on a chain – religious intruders – going to a church service – free tea – tramps’ behaviour – the minister

2. Focus On Society
a) How would you describe the society Orwell depicts in this excerpt? Choose 4–5 adjectives for your description and discuss your choices with a classmate.

b) We learn of several ways of surviving in such a society. What are the different “survival strategies” open to the homeless poor?

c) How does religion play a part in this society?

3. Going Deeper Into The Text
See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for setting and characters. 
a) The lodging-house and the church are two important settings. How is each of them described? Are there similarities between the descriptions?

b) How do these settings contribute to the mood and theme of the text?

c) Paddy and Bozo are two of the characters we meet. What important differences can you find between these two characters?

d) What is said about the representatives of religion (i.e. the “slumming-party”, the churchgoers and the minister)? What are their attitudes towards the homeless tramps?

e) How would you describe the tramps’ behaviour towards the slumming-party? Why do you think they behave differently during the church service?

4. Discussion
Discuss the following in groups:

a) Can you find any elements of humour or satire in this text? If so, give examples.

b) Is this text outdated, or do you think it has important lessons to teach us in the 21st century?

c) Discuss this quote from the text. People are wrong when they think that an unemployed man only worries about losing his wages; on the contrary, an illiterate man, with the work habit in his bones, needs work even more than he needs money.

d) Discuss this quote from the text. A man receiving charity practically always hates his benefactor – it is a fixed characteristic of human nature …

5. Role Play
In pairs, prepare for one of the following roles each. Then act out the conversation. Bozo, one of the tramps in the text, never goes to church to receive charity. One day he meets the minister of the church on the street. The minister tries to persuade Bozo into coming to the next church service, while Bozo argues against this.
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What is it like to live an “ordinary” life in a society where two communities are deeply suspicious of each other, where terrorists operate, and where soldiers – hated by many – regularly patrol the streets? This story by Bernard MacLaverty, who grew up in Northern Ireland, might go some way to telling you what it was like in Northern Ireland at the peak of “the Troubles” in the 1970s and ’80s.

xxx3 Walking the Dog

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

As he left the house he heard the music for the start of the Nine O’Clock news. At the top of the cul-de-sac was a paved path which sloped steeply and could be dangerous in icy weather like this. The snow had melted a little during the day but frozen over again at night. It had done this for several days now – snowing a bit, melting a bit, freezing a bit. The walked-over ice crackled as he put his weight on it and he knew he wouldn’t go far. He was exercising his dog – not himself.

  The animal’s breath was visible on the cold air as it panted up the short slope onto the main road, straining against the leash. The dog stopped and lifted his leg against the cement post.

  “Here boy, come on.”

  He let him off the leash and wrapped the leather round his hand. The dog galloped away then stopped and turned, not used with the icy surface. He came back wagging his tail, his big paws slithering.

  “Daft bugger.”

  It was a country road lined by hedges and ditches. Beyond the housing estate were green fields as far as Lisburn. The city had grown out to here within the last couple of years. As yet there was no footpath. Which meant he had to be extra careful in keeping the dog under control. Car headlights bobbed over the hill and approached.

  “C’mere!”

  He patted his thigh and the dog stood close. Face the oncoming traffic. As the car passed, the undipped headlights turned the dog’s eyes swimming-pool green. Dark filled in again between the hedges. The noise of the car took a long time to disappear completely. The dog was now snuffling and sniffing at everything in the undergrowth – being the hunter.

  The man’s eyes were dazzled as another car came over the hill.

{{Gloser:}} 
suspicious -- mistenksom/mistenksam

cul-de-sac -- blindvei/blindveg

to slither -- å skli

undipped -- ublendet/ublenda

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et fotografi av et varselskilt med bilde av en mann med gevær og teksten; “Sniper at Work”

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

En tegning av en mann med en stor hund i bånd

{{Slutt}} 
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“C’mere you.” The dog came to him and he rumpled and patted the loose folds of skin around its neck. He stepped into the ditch and held the dog close by its collar. This time the car indicated and slowed and stopped just in front of him. The passenger door opened and a man got out and swung the back door wide so that nobody could pass on the inside. One end of a red scarf hung down the guy’s chest, the other had been flicked up around his mouth and nose.

  “Get in,” the guy said.

  “What?”

  “Get in the fuckin car.” He was beckoning with one hand and the other was pointing. Not pointing but aiming a gun at him. Was this a joke? Maybe a starting pistol?

  “Move or I’ll blow your fuckin head off.” The dog saw the open door and leapt up into the seat of the car. A voice shouted from inside, 

  “Get that hound outa here.”

  “Come on. Get in,” said the guy with the gun. “Nice and slow or I’ll blow you fuckin head off.”

  Car headlights were coming from the opposite direction. The driver shouted to hurry up. The guy with the gun grabbed him by the back of the neck and pushed – pushed his head down and shoved him into the car. And he was in the back seat beside his dog with the gunman crowding in beside him.

  “Get your head down.” He felt a hand at the back of his neck forcing his head down to his knees. The headlight of the approaching car lit the interior for a moment – enough to see that the upholstery in front of him was blue – then everything went dark as the car passed. He could hear his dog panting. He felt a distinct metal hardness – a point – cold in the nape hair of his neck.

  “If you so much as move a muscle I’ll kill you. I will,” said the gunman. His voice sounded as if it was shaking with nerves. “Right-oh driver.”

  “What about the dog?” said the driver.

  “What about it? It’d run home. Start yapping, maybe. People’d start looking.”

  “Aye, mebby.”

  “On you go.”

  “There’s something not right about it. Bringing a dog.”

  “On you fuckin go.”

  The car took off, changed gear and cruised – there seemed to be no hurry about it.

  “We’re from the IRA,” said the gunman. “Who are you?”

  There was a silence. He was incapable of answering.

{{Gloser:}} 

mebby = maybe

{{Slutt}} 
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   “What’s your name?”

  He cleared his throat and made a noise. Then said, “John.”

  “John who?”

  “John Shields.”

  “What sort of a name is that?”

  It was hard to shrug in the position he was in. He had one foot on either side of the ridge covering the main drive shaft. They were now in an area of street lighting and he saw a Juicy Fruit chewing-gum paper under the driver’s seat. What was he playing the detective for? The car would be stolen anyway. His hands could touch the floor but were around his knees. He still had the dog’s lead wrapped round his fist.

  “Any other names?”

  “What like?”

  “A middle name.”

  The dog had settled and curled up on the seat beside him. There was an occasional bumping sound as his tail wagged. The gunman wore Doc Martens and stone-washed denims.

  “I said, any other names?”

  “No.”

  “You’re lying in your teeth. Not even a Confirmation name?”

  “No.”

  “What school did you go to?”

  There was a long pause.

  “It’s none of your business.” There was a sudden staggering pain in the back of his head and he thought he’d been shot. “Aww – for fuck’s sake.” The words had come from him so he couldn’t be dead. The bastard must have hit him with the butt of his gun.

  “No cheek,” said the gunman. “This is serious.”

  “For fuck’s sake, mate – take it easy.” He was shouting and groaning and rubbing the back of his head. The anger in his voice raised the dog and it began to growl. His fingers were slippery. The blow must have broken the skin.

  “Let me make myself clear,” said the gunman. “I’ll come to it in one. Are you a Protestant or a Roman Catholic?”

  “I’m ... I don’t believe in any of that crap. I suppose I’m nothing.”

  The car slowed and went down the gears. The driver indicated and John heard the rhythmic clinking as it flashed. This must be the Lisburn Road. A main road. This was happening on a main road in Belfast. They’d be heading for the Falls. Some Republican safe house. The driver

spoke over his shoulder. 

  “Let’s hear you saying the alphabet.” 

  “Are you serious?”
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  “Yeah – say your abc’s for us,” said the gunman.

  “This is fuckin ridiculous,” said John. He steeled himself for another blow.

  “Say it – or I’ll kill you.” The gunman’s voice was very matter-of-fact now. John knew the myth that Protestants and Roman Catholics, because of separate schooling, pronounced the eighth letter of the alphabet differently. But he couldn’t remember who said which.

  “Eh ... bee ... cee, dee, ee ... eff.” He said it very slowly, hoping the right pronunciation would come to him. He stopped.

  “Keep going.”

  “Gee ...” John dropped his voice, “... aitch, haitch ... aye jay kay.”

  “We have a real smart Alec here,” said the gunman. The driver spoke again.

  “Stop fuckin about and ask him if he knows anybody in the IRA who can vouch for him.”

  “Well?” said the gunman. “Do you?”

  There was another long pause. The muzzle of the gun touched his neck. Pressure was applied to the top bone of his vertebrae.

  “Do you?”

  “I’m thinking.”

  “It’s not fuckin Mastermind. Do you know anybody in the Provos? Answer me now or I’ll blow the fuckin head off you.” 
  “No,” John shouted. “There’s a couple of guys in work who are Roman Catholics – but there’s no way they’re Provos.”

{{Gloser:}} 
to vouch for -- å garantere for

muzzle -- munning

vertebrae -- ryggrad

{{Slutt}} 
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  “Where do you work?”

  “The Gas Board.”

  “A meter man?”

  “No. I’m an E.O.”

  “Did you hear that?” said the gunman to the driver.

  “Aye.”

  “There’s not too many Fenians in the Gas Board.”

  “Naw,” said the driver. “If there are any they’re not E.O. class. I think this is a dud.”

  “John Shields,” said the gunman. “Tell us this. What do you think of us?”

  “What do you mean?”

  “What do you think of the IRA? The Provos?”

  “Catch yourselves on. You have a gun stuck in my neck and you want me to ...”

  “Naw – it’d be interesting. Nothing’ll happen – no matter what you say. Tell us what you think.”

  There was silence as the car slowed down and came to a stop. The reflections from the chrome inside the car became red. Traffic lights. John heard the beeping of a “cross now” signal. For the benefit of the blind. Like the pimples on the pavement. To let them know where they were.

  “Can you say the Hail Mary? To save your bacon?”

  “No – I told you I’m not interested in that kind of thing.”

  The driver said, “I think he’s okay.”

  “Sure,” said the gunman. “But he still hasn’t told us what he thinks of us.”

  John cleared his throat – his voice was trembling.

  “I hate the Provos. I hate everything you stand for.” There was a pause. “And I hate you for doing this to me.”

  “Spoken like a man.”

  The driver said, “He’s no more a Fenian than I am.”

  “Another one of our persuasion.” The gunman sighed with a kind of irritation. The lights changed from orange to green. The car began to move. John heard the indicator clinking again and the driver turned off the main road into darkness. The car stopped and the hand brake was racked on. The gunman said,

  “Listen to me. Careful. It’s like in the fairy tale. If you look at us you’re dead.”

  “You never met us,” said the driver.

  “And if you look at the car we’ll come back and kill you – no matter what side you’re from. Is that clear? Get out.”

{{Gloser:}} 

E.O = executive officer

dud -- falsk

{{Slutt}} 
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John heard the door opening at the gunman’s side. The gunman’s legs disappeared.

  “Come on. Keep the head down.” John looked at his feet and edged his way across the back seat. He bent his head to get out and kept it at that angle. The gunman put his hands on John’s shoulders and turned him away from the car. There was a tree in front of him.

  “Assume the position,” said the gunman. John placed his hands on the tree and spread his feet. His knees were shaking so much now that he was afraid of collapsing. “And keep your head down.” The tarmac pavement was uneven where it had been ruptured by the tree’s roots. John found a place for his feet.

  The dog’s claws scrabbled on the metal sill of the car as it followed him out. It nudged against his leg and he saw the big eyes looking up at him. The gunman said, “Sorry about this, mate.” John saw the gunman’s hand reach down and scratch the dog’s head. “Sorry about the thump. But we’re not playing games. She’s a nice dog.”

  “It’s not a she.”

  “Okay, okay. Whatever you say.”

  The car door closed and the car began reversing – crackling away over the refrozen slush. In the headlights his shadow was very black and sharp against the tree. There was a double shadow, one from each headlight. From the high-pitched whine of its engine he knew the car was still reversing. It occurred to him that they would not shoot him from that distance. For what seemed a long time he watched his shadow moving on the tree even though he kept as still as possible. It was a game he’d played as a child, hiding his eyes and counting to a hundred. Here I come, away or not. The headlights swung to the trees lining the other

side of the road. His dog was whimpering a bit, wanting to get on. John risked a glance – moving just his eyes – and saw the red glow of the car’s tail lights disappearing onto the main road. He recognised where he was. It was the Malone Road. He leaned his head against the back of his

hands. Even his arms were trembling now. He took deep breaths and put his head back to look up into the branches of the tree.

  “Fuck me,” he said out loud. The sleeve of his anorak had slipped to reveal his watch. It was ten past nine. He began to unwind the lash from his hand. It left white scars where it had bitten into his skin. He put his hand to the back of his head. His hair was sticky with drying blood.

  “Come on boy.” He began to walk towards the lights of the main road where he knew there was a phone box. But what was the point? He wouldn’t even have been missed yet.

  The street was so quiet he could hear the clinking of the dog’s identity disk as it padded along beside him.

{{Gloser:}} 

the tarmac pavement – det asfalterte fortauet

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities

1. Understanding The Text
a) What is John afraid of as he goes out walking with his dog?

b) The story starts out as a description of the walk a man usually has with his dog every evening. When does it become apparent that something extraordinary is going to happen?

c) Why do you think John has the courage to talk back to these men?

d) In the end they release the man and his dog. The man seems to be reluctant to report the kidnapping to the police. Why?

e) What does this short story tell us about the situation in Northern Ireland at the time the story takes place?

2. Discussion
Discuss in pairs or small groups:

a) How are the kidnappers described? Could these men be called terrorists? Why or why not?

b) Religious conflicts are central to this story. Go through the questions the kidnappers ask the man. Can you determine which religion they belong to? And what about the man, does he say anything specific about this?

c) Unfortunately the situation described here is not unusual in troubled areas of the world. Just think of what has happened in the Middle East recently. How do you think experiencing an incident like this can affect a person over time?

3. Going Deeper Into The Story
See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for information about literary analysis.

a) The plot is the way the writer organises the events of his or her story. When writing a story the writer has to make many choices:

-– when the story begins

-– which events should be described in great detail

-– which aspects of the story can be presented briefly or left out

–- when the story should end

  Go through the short story again, focusing on the plot. How does it start? Which events are important to the development of the story? Why do we want to read on? How does the story end?

b) What is the setting of the story? Is the setting important, in your opinion?

c) Describe the victim in this story. What literary techniques does the author use to characterize him?

d) Which point of view is used in this story? How does this affect your understanding of the story?

e) What sympathies do you think the author has? What is the attitude he wants you to have about how things were in Northern Ireland? How does he get you to see from his point of view? 

f) Here is an extract from a review of the short story collection this story is taken from: To point out the excellence of MacLaverty’s writing is almost to do it a disservice. His prose is invisible, free of tricks, as though it was your own thoughts. 
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  His characters are revealed whole through every scrap of dialogue. (The Observer). Do you think this is a good description of MacLaverty’s writing style, especially about how he writes dialogue? Why or why not? Point to specific examples from the story in your discussion.

4. Writing
For background information about the conflict in Northern Ireland, see pp. 47, 365 and 368. You are a present-day journalist who has come to Belfast to write about the history of the conflict and its impact on the lives of

ordinary people. You interview John and he looks back and tells you about the incident with the gunmen, and how this episode has affected his life. Write the interview.

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Belfast, 7 September 2001: A Protestant turns her back as part of a silent protest against Catholic families escorting their young children through a Protestant area to and from school
{{Slutt}} 
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xxx3 Web Texts

By looking at central historical events, we learn more about how and why a people become what and who they are. A country’s culture and literature develop in step with its history. Sometimes literature reflects the changing times, sometimes it predicts changes and sometimes it is even a catalyst for change in its own time. For our purposes, literature – that is poems, lyrics, stories, biographies, drama, novels and speeches – helps us to reflect on and better understand the periods we are examining. This why we have put extra texts (including activities) on access.cappelen.no.

  The extra work you do with these texts will help you to improve your knowledge of English, develop your language skills and provide you with more insight into the times you are reading about. They are, indeed, witnesses of their times.

xxx4 The Reves Tale / The Reeve’s Tale

This text comes from Geoffrey Chaucer’s _The Canterbury Tales_ and is written in 14th-century English. Reading the original version should give you a good idea of just how much the English language has developed over the centuries. It is also typical of the type of story that was popular during this age.

xxx4 The Ballad of Barbara Allen

A ballad is a song which tells a story, and this was the way news travelled in medieval England. This ballad is about love, or perhaps unrequited love, and its images and sad outcome are typical of its time.
_Queen Elizabeth’s Speech at Tilbury_
This is the rousing speech Queen Elizabeth I made to her army in 1588 as the Spanish Armada threatened invasion. The speech shows Elizabeth’s powers of speech and is witness to her abilities as a leader.

{{Gloser:}} 
to predict -- å forutsi / å seie på førehand, å føreseie

catalyst -- katalysator, utløsende faktor / katalysator, utløysande faktor

medieval -- middelaldersk/mellomaldersk

unrequited -- ugjengjeldt

rousing -- oppildende/oppeldnande

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Henry Matthew Brock (1875–1960): “Barbara Allen’s Cruelty”

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et maleri som viser en sengeliggende mann som tas hånd om av to kvinner

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Sonnet 18

The sonnet, a 14-line poem written in a special strict format, was one of the most typical forms of emotional expression of its time. The sonnet here is written by William Shakespeare, one of the greatest writers in the

English language of all time. That in itself is good enough reason for reading the sonnet, but also of interest is the style of language and the way the sonnet is used to develop one idea.

xxx4 God Save the Queen

“God Save the Queen” is the official national anthem of the United Kingdom and has been so since the late 1700s, although most often with the word “King” rather than “Queen”. The text gives the background story of the anthem.

xxx4 A Modest Proposal 

Jonathan Swift is one of the most brilliant satirists to have written in the English language. We have provided an extract from his pamphlet, published in 1729, suggesting a “remedy” for poverty in Ireland – poverty which Swift believed was largely the result of the English government’s policies. We include it as it is an excellent example of the satirical style of writing and also as a statement on the difficulties and prejudices of the time.

xxx4 Extract from Oliver Twist

Charles Dickens is perhaps the most important English novelist of the 19th century. The focus throughout Oliver Twist (1838), his second novel, is that of a child protagonist. Dickens is known for revealing and describing social injustice and poverty through his novels. His works

often paint a dismal picture of the 19th century from which we can learn how people experienced life during that time of early industrialisation. Although the language is perhaps a little “old-fashioned”, we can see that it has changed a lot from the early days of Chaucer and Shakespeare.

xxx4 The Chartist Outbreak

This is a newspaper report from a developing riot of citizens angry at the arrest of some Chartist activists in 1867. It informs us of the early beginning of what eventually became the labour movement. It is also an early example of newspaper reporting. 
{{Gloser:}} 

national anthem -- nasjonalsang/nasjonalsong

remedy -- kur

prejudice -- fordom

protagonist -- hovedperson/hovudperson

dismal -- dyster, trist, mørk
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xxx2 Chapter 2 - Main Developments in American History

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Et fotografi fra “ground zero” i New York – etter 11 september 2001.

{{Slutt}} 
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_Tuning in: How Much Do You Know about American History?_
Do the quiz below and compare your results with another pupil’s. Then check out the answers on access.cappelen.no. Good luck! 

1. Where did the first Americans come from?

-- Africa

-- Asia

-- Europe

2. On which coast did the British establish their first colonies in North America?

-- The south coast

-- The east coast

-- The west coast

3. When was The War of Independence between Great Britain and the American colonies?

-- 1805–1814

-- 1775–1783

-- 1861–1865

4. What are the three branches of government in the USA?

-- Congress, the Senate, the President

-- The Senate, the President, the Supreme Court

-- Congress, the President, the Supreme Court

5. Who was President of the United States during the Civil War (1861–1865)?

-- Abraham Lincoln

-- George Washington

-- Thomas Jefferson

6. Where did the majority of immigrants to the USA come from in the period 1880–1920?

-- The north of Europe

-- The southern and eastern parts of Europe

-- East Asia

7. What happened in October 1929?

-- Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced his New Deal program

-- Television was invented in America

-- The Stock Market in New York collapsed

8. When did the USA declare war against Japan during the Second World War?

-- June 1940

-- November 1939

-- December 1941

9. What was the Marshall Plan?

-- A plan for giving economic aid to Europe after the Second World War

-- The plan for the invasion of France by the Allied Forces on D-Day

-- A plan to stop the spread of communism in Asia in the 1950s

10. Which country was the USA’s chief opponent during the Cold War?

-- Iraq

-- The Soviet Union

-- Japan

11. In which year was the Berlin Wall torn down?

-- 1982

-- 1989

-- 1995

12. Who was the American President who proclaimed a “War on Terror” in 2002?

-- Bill Clinton

-- George W. Bush

-- Ronald Reagan
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xxx4 Main events: Settlement to the Civil War

-- 12,000 B.C.: North American Indian cultures flourish

-- 1000: Norse seaman Leiv Eriksson lands in Newfoundland, which he calls Vinland

-- 1492: Christopher Columbus lands in the Bahamas

-- 1607: Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in America, is established

-- 1620: The Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts is established by Pilgrims

-- 1754–1763: French and Indian War between the British and the French

-- 1775–1783: The Revolutionary War (or War of Independence)

-- 1803: Louisiana Purchase: US pays France $15 million for the Louisiana Territory, which extends west from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains

-- 1808: Slave trade is outlawed

-- 1812–1814: War of 1812: British capture Washington, DC, burn White House and Capitol

-- 1820: Missouri Compromise: Except for Missouri, slavery is prohibited in the northern portion of the Louisiana Purchase 
-- 1823: Monroe Doctrine: President Monroe declares that the American continents are henceforth off-limits for further colonization by European powers

-- 1830: President Jackson signs the Indian Removal Act

-- 1836: Texas declares its independence from Mexico

-- 1838: Trail of Tears: Cherokee Indians forced to march to Indian Territory

-- 1846–1848: Mexican War: US gains territory comprising present-day California, Nevada, Utah, most of New Mexico and Arizona, and parts of Colorado and Wyoming

-- 1854: The Kansas-Nebraska Act repeals the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and leads to guerilla warfare between pro-slavery and anti-slavery groups (“Bleeding Kansas”)

-- 1859: Abolitionist John Brown attempts to spark a slave revolt and is hanged

-- 1861: Abraham Lincoln becomes President; Confederate States of America is established with Jefferson Davis as president

-- 1861–1865: Civil War

-- 1863: Emancipation Proclamation frees slaves in the Confederate states; Homestead Act: settlers can claim land (160 acres) after they have lived on it for five years

-- 1865: Confederate states surrender; Abraham Lincoln assassinated

{{Bildetekst:}} 

George Washington crossing the Delaware during the War of Independence

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et maleri som viser noen soldater i en robåt. Det amerikanske flagget vaier i vinden bak båten.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

American slave market

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et maleri som viser hvite menn i dress og flosshatt som tar en nærmere kikk på noen negere. En mann i bakgrunnen står med et ark og holder oversikt over forretningene

{{Slutt}} 
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The United States of America is often referred to as a young nation, but is it really? Can a nation spring full born into the world on a certain date? Certainly America famously declared itself an independent state in 1776, but as we shall see below, it has roots that go back long before that. Today the US prides itself on being a “nation of nations”. In the following section we will examine the way many cultures and peoples have contributed over the centuries to creating it.

xxx3 Settlement to the Civil War

People first came to North America from Asia over the Bering Straits in waves that may have begun as early as 40,000 years ago. By 12,000 years ago it is certain that they were spreading south through both continents. About five million Native Americans lived in the territory that is now the United States when the English first established colonies in North America. They were divided into hundreds of different cultures, languages and lifestyles. Some were hunter-gatherers, living off the land and moving on. Others were farmers in settled villages. Some fished. Others hunted buffalo on the Great Plains. What they had in common

was thousands of years of living in lands they knew and loved. European colonization was a disaster for these peoples. New and deadly diseases like smallpox and measles preceded the Europeans, sweeping along Native American trade routes, destroying communities. When white men actually appeared, the superiority of their technology and

agriculture, combined with their hunger for land, systematically pushed aside the original inhabitants, who became strangers in their own homelands. The story of the original inhabitants of the United States is often sad, yet it is also inspiring. They have endured and made important

contributions to the American nation.

xxx4 The first colonists

The English colonies that would eventually become the United States were established on the east coast of North America in the 1600s. The earliest settlement was Jamestown in Virginia in 1607. It was named after King James of England, just as Virginia had been named for Elizabeth I, the Virgin Queen. Jamestown was made up of merchants and adventurers seeking wealth. Some hoped for gold. Others wanted farmland. In the end it was a new crop that made the colony’s fortune – tobacco.
{{Gloser:}} 

to pride oneself on something -- å være stolt av / å vere stolt av

smallpox -- kopper/koppar

measles -- meslinger/meslingar

superiority -- overlegenhet / overlegen styrke

to endure -- å holde ut, å utstå / å halde ut, å utstå, å tole

merchant -- handelsmann

crop -- avling

(p. 79):

hardy -- hardfør

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Bildetekst:}} 
The discovery of America by Leif Eriksson

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Vi ser en Viking som står på en øde strand. Bak ham ser vi et stort vikingeskip og flere vikinger

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

The first landing of Christopher Columbus in America

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser menn som kneler og ber der de faller om på en strand. Vi ser seilskuten dere i bakgrunnen

{{Slutt}} 

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Leiv Eriksson and Christopher Columbus_
Neither Eriksson nor Columbus discovered America. The first inhabitants of the continent, who are normally called American Indians or Native Americans, arrived there from

Asia, as we all know. The question is, who was the first European to set foot in the Americas? Most Americans claim it was Columbus, but every good Norwegian knows that is a lot of rubbish, and that it was Leiv Eriksson, who established a settlement called Vinland about a thousand years ago, and left some years later. Perhaps it was too cold even for a hardy Viking.

  Columbus arrived in the New World in 1492, and returned there three times, but this was almost 500 years after Eriksson’s voyage, and Columbus did not settle in America.

These are historical facts. The Irish, however, claim that St Brendan the Navigator beat Eriksson by about 450 years, but the Irish are good storytellers. Then there are tales of Welsh-speaking Indians living by the Mississippi at the end of the twelfth century, but can we really believe that? Let’s put our money on Leiv, shall we? 

{{Slutt}} 
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Together with cotton, it would form the backbone of the

economy of the southern colonies for generations to come.

  Further to the north in Massachusetts a colony was established in 1620 for an entirely different reason – religion. The Pilgrims were a Puritan Protestant sect that had left England in order to practice their religion out of the reach of the corruption of the “Old World”. They wanted to make a better and more godly society in the “New World,” to establish a “A New Jerusalem” that would be an example for the rest of the world. This introduced from the very beginning a strain of idealism among the colonists, a desire for perfection, a feeling of mission. It became a part of the American character that has been mirrored down the decades to modern times.

xxx4 Rapid growth and conflict

Within a century these and other settlements grew from footholds along the east coast into thirteen separate colonies with extensive territories reaching westwards to the Appalachian Mountains and beyond. By 1750 they had a combined population of 2.5 million, about a third as many as all of Britain. This expansion brought the colonists into conflict with France, which claimed control of territories further inland between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi river.
{{Gloser:}} 

godly -- gudfryktig

strain -- her: retning, linje

foothold – fotfeste
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{{Bildetekst:}} 
Early colonists at Jamestown, Virginia

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser en gruppe europeere samlet på en strand. En av dem vinker til en robåt som er på vei inn fra en seilskute

{{Slutt}} 
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A series of wars were fought that eventually led to the defeat of France in 1763. Both sides had Native American allies during the conflict. As a reward for Native American help, the British government attempted to forbid further colonial expansion westwards when peace came, creating a vast territory reserved for Native Americans.

  The American colonists resented this. They had fought the French precisely to be able to freely expand westwards into these lands. When the British government began taxing the colonists to pay for soldiers to patrol this westward border, the colonists became enraged. They considered themselves to be equal subjects of the king with a right to a say in their own affairs, but they were not represented in Parliament in London.
{{Rammetekst:}} 
_Snapshot from history: Thanksgiving_

Thanksgiving Day – the fourth Thursday in November – is one of the most important holidays in the USA. It is a family occasion, and people travel, sometimes over enormous distances, to be with their loved ones for the long weekend. Throughout the country, families join in prayer and enjoy a sumptuous meal of turkey, corn and pumpkin. When it is all over and everyone has eaten far too much, it

is time to start thinking about Christmas! 

  What do they give thanks for? Some thank God for the good

things they have, others express their thanks for a successful harvest, but for most Americans Thanksgiving is a tradition which began in 1621 when the Pilgrim Fathers arranged a feast so that they could give thanks for a good harvest and, incidentally, thank the Indians who had taught them to farm, hunt and fish. What did they eat at this first Thanksgiving dinner? Have a guess. 
{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 

sumptuous -- overdådig

feast -- festmåltid

to resent something -- å være imot noe / å vere imot noko

to tax -- å skattlegge / å skattleggje
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{{Bildetekst:}} 

“The First Thanksgiving” by Jennie Augusta Brownscombe
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

En gruppe europeere som er samlet ved et bord som står utendørs. Bordet er dekket med mat og drikke. En mann står oppreist ved bordet og holder hendene sammen i bønn.
{{Slutt}} 
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Their cry became “No taxation without representation”. Over

the following decade the conflict got worse as British King George III vainly tried to control his American subjects.

{{Margtekst:}} 

_The Boston Tea Party_
In 1773 the English government passed a law allowing the British East India Company to sell tea directly to the American colonies without paying taxes. In contrast, American merchants had to pay a tea tax. This hurt local businesses and reminded Americans that they had no influence over the government that ruled them. On December 16, 1773, a group of 150 American men disguised as Mohawk Indians boarded three ships in Boston harbor and threw the

cargo of tea overboard. This protest spread and led to further conflict with the British.

{{Slutt}} 

xxx4 Revolution and independence 

In 1775 war broke out – the Revolutionary War or War of Independence. Much to the surprise of the world, the Americans held their own against the most powerful nation of the day. After eight long years of conflict, the British were defeated in 1783. The Americans had won for several reasons. First, they were fighting for their homes in areas they knew, while it took the British many weeks to cross the Atlantic to fight in foreign lands. Second, they received help from their old enemy, France, which was delighted to see Great Britain lose it colonies in America. Third, they were fighting for their freedom against what they viewed as an unjust tyranny. Finally, they were fighting for their lives. The British viewed them as traitors. Benjamin Franklin put it well when he signed the Declaration of Independence; “Gentlemen,” he said, “we must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately.”

  At the Treaty of Paris in 1783 Great Britain gave the United States of America complete independence and the right to lands in North America as far west as the Mississippi River. The British made a generous peace. They did not want a powerful enemy in North America in the future.

>>>> Spot check

a) When did people first come to North America?

b) What motivated the English to set up colonies?

c) Why did the colonists come into conflict with the British government?

d) Why did France give the colonies help?

e) Why did the British lose the war?

{{Gloser:}} 

subject -- undersått

to hold one’s own -- å holde stand mot / å halde stand mot

unjust -- urettferdig

assuredly -- utvilsomt/utvilsamt
{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 
The thirteen colonies in 1775;
-- Massachusetts

-- New Hampshire

-- Rhode Island

-- Cennecticut

-- New York

-- Pennsylvania

-- New Jersey

-- Delaware

-- Virginia

-- Maryland

-- North Carolina

-- South Carolina

-- Georgia

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Establishing democracy

After the Revolutionary War a new democratic form of government had to be established. Suspicious of centralized power, the Americans at first created a loose union under the Articles of Confederation. However, these proved too weak to hold the country together and protect it from foreign powers. So in 1787 a new constitution was drawn up in Philadelphia. It created the framework for government that the United States still has today.

  This was the first government in the world to be invented from scratch. It laid the foundation of a democracy, but it had its clear limitations. Despite the ringing words in the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal”, most men did not get the right to vote until the 1830s. Women had to wait more than a century longer. And, of course, Native Americans and black slaves were given no rights at all.

xxx4 America’s Manifest Destiny

Free from limitations, the Americans began to push westward along what came to be known as the “Frontier” – a moving border area dividing lands already settled by Americans from those still to be reached.
{{Gloser:}} 

constitution -- grunnlov

framework -- rammeverk

frontier -- grenseland

(p. 84):

to die from exposure -- å fryse i hjel / å fryse i hel

trek -- vandring

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Pioneers crossing the North American continent, 19th century
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser kvinner, menn og barn som slapper av ved noen prærievogner

{{Slutt}} 

---- 84 til 150

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Trail of Tears_

In 1830 Congress passed a law which stated that Native American land in the east of the USA was to be exchanged for territory west of the Mississippi. Neither Congress nor President Andrew Jackson thought it necessary to ask the Cherokee Indians if they agreed. The white man needed their land, and that was that. The fact that the Indians did not want to move was irrelevant.

  It was not only the Cherokees who protested. They were supported by large numbers of white Americans. Even the Supreme Court agreed that moving them was unjust. Nonetheless, in 1838 President Martin Van Buren ordered General Winfield Scott to force 17,000 Indians into camps before sending them west to the Indian Territory, which is now the state of Oklahoma. Thousands died of disease before the forced march began, and thousands more died of exposure and starvation on the journey itself. The Indians are said to have sung “Amazing Grace” during the trek to keep their spirits up. The song is now a kind of anthem for the Cherokee. 
{{Slutt}} 
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At first the frontier was directly west of the Appalachian Mountains in the Ohio valley. Gradually it moved westwards towards the Mississippi River. By the 1850s it had reached the Great Plains. By the 1880s it was at the Rocky Mountains. Eventually it disappeared when it reached settlements already established on the Pacific coast. But throughout the century the call to riches in America was “Go West, young man!”

  Americans saw this movement as their “Manifest Destiny” – that is, the country’s clear fate to spread an “empire of freedom and civilization” across North America. Echoing earlier Puritan claims of being God’s chosen people, the Americans pushed aside all opposition. Within the space of a little more than sixty years – between 1790 and 1853 – they bought, conquered or negotiated the right to all the lands from the Atlantic in the east to the Pacific in the west, from Canada to the north to Mexico in the south.

  Mass immigration from Europe drove this expansion. Between the years 1820 and 1860 some five million new settlers arrived. Most were farmers from western and northern Europe who came for new land to till. They dotted the Midwest and Great Plains with thousands and thousands of their settlements.

xxx4 No escape for the Native Americans

In the face of this wave of settlers, the Native Americans were helpless. Their lands were taken from them by force. By the 1850s most Native American tribes east of the Mississippi had died out or been forcibly moved to reservations in what is today the state of Oklahoma. The land was often poor in natural resources. If they tried to leave the reservations and go back to their homelands, they were attacked by the American Army. If they fled further west, they risked facing the wrath of the Native American tribes on the Great Plains, into whose territory they had been thrust.

xxx4 Slavery

There was another group which also suffered a terrible fate during these years. Millions of people from Africa were brutally kidnapped and transported to North America as slaves. From the very start slavery was part of American society, present in all the colonies. It was even incorporated in the Constitution through a grotesque equation; for purposes of taxation and representation it was decided that five black slaves would be counted as the equivalent of three white persons.

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Robert O. Lindneux (1871–1970): “The Trail of Tears”

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et maleris om viser indianere som eskoreteres av hvite soldater. Det er hundrevis av indianere - både menn, kvinner og barn. De er både til fots, på hesteryggen eller i vogner

{{Slutt}} 
{{Gloser:}} 

call to riches -- oppskriften på rikdom / oppskrifta på rikdom

Manifest Destiny – åpenbar skjebne / openberr lagnad, openberr skjebne

to negotiate -- å forhandle

wrath -- vrede/vreide

to be thrust -- å bli dyttet / å bli dytta

fate -- skjebne / lagnad, skjebne

to be incorporated in -- å være inkludert i / å vere inkludert i

equation -- likning

{{Slutt}} 
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Slavery gradually died out in the North because of growing trade, industry and self-sufficiency in agriculture. In the South slavery actually grew, spurred on by the development of huge cotton and tobacco plantations which sold their agricultural produce to expanding industries in Great Britain and Europe. With the money it earned through exports the South then imported cheap European industrial and finished goods. The North and South had developed in quite different ways. However, they were still expanding in the same direction – westwards. That led to increasing conflict between them.

xxx4 Expansion and Civil War

The basic issue was which part of the country would control the new lands opening up in the west – free states or slave states? Compromises were reached in 1820 and in 1850, limiting slavery to territories in the South. In 1854, however, a law was passed that allowed slavery to expand westward. In reaction, a new political party was formed to keep the western territories free of slavery, the Republican Party. In 1858 Republican Abraham Lincoln put their case clearly: 

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” (Mark 3:25) I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved – I do not expect the house to fall – but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the other.

{{Slutt}} 

When Lincoln became President in 1861, civil war broke out between North and South. Eleven Southern states left the Union and formed the Confederate States of America. The North was by far the stronger, with a population of twenty-two million to the South’s five and half million whites. In addition, the North had most of the industry and railroads.

The South, however, had better generals and fought close to home. Both sides expected a quick, decisive war. Instead it dragged on for four long years. In the end the North wore down the South through sheer numbers. But a terrible price was paid. By the time victory was won by the North in 1865, more than 600,000 Americans had died. That is more than the combined losses in all other wars America has ever fought,

before or since.

{{Gloser:}} 
to be spurred on by something -- å være drevet fram av noe / å vere driven fram av noko

dissolved -- oppløst/oppløyst

to cease -- å slutte

decisive -- avgjørende/avgjerande

sheer -- rene/reine

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The impact of the Civil War

For a time after the war the South was occupied by Northern troops and efforts were made to provide blacks with skills, give them their civil rights, and protect them from former slave owners. By 1877, however, the North grew tired of the effort. Northern troops were withdrawn and Southern states regained self-government. The southerners gradually took away the civil rights of the blacks and separated (“segregated”) the races. It would take almost a hundred years for blacks to regain their legal and political rights. 
{{Margtekst:}} 

For more, see Chapter 9, p. 392.

{{Slutt}} 

  The war devastated the South economically, politically and culturally. Though it gradually regained some of its former strength, it remained poor in relation to the rest of the country for the next century. While the North and West experienced a rapid industrial development, the South turned inwards. It remained an agricultural economy, producing and exporting raw materials and buying cheap industrial and finished goods from the North, on which it became dependent. Not until the mid-twentieth century would the South “rise again,” as its rebel patriots so passionately desired.

>>>> Spot check

a) What kind of government did Americans set up after the Revolutionary War?

b) What is meant by America’s “Manifest Destiny”?

c) What happened to the Native Americans during these years?

d) What caused the Civil War?

e) What impact did the Civil War have on the South?

{{Gloser:}} 

skill -- ferdighet/dugleik

civil rights -- borgerrettigheter/borgarrettar

agricultural economy -- jordbruksøkonomi

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Battle scene from the Civil War (1861–1865)
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser soldater I rode og blå uniformer som kjemper mot hverandre med sverd og lanse

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities
1. Working With The Timeline – Vocabulary
Find verbs in the timeline (p. 77) that correspond to the following Norwegian words: oppheve – erklære – utløse/utløyse – myrde – blomstre – utvide – etablere – erobre – forby 

2. Understanding The Text
The statements below are either true, false or there is not enough information in the text to say. Tick off the correct alternative.

a) All the Native Americans lived as farmers.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
b) The colonies expanded westwards.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
c) Mexico sold America land.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
d) Most early immigrants moved to cities.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
e) Slavery began in the North.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
f) Britain stayed neutral during the Civil War.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
g) The North occupied the South.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
h) The Civil War ended segregation.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
i) The South became an industrial power.

  True ?? False ?? Not stated ??
3. Chronology
a) Without looking at the text, put the following headings in their correct order: 
-- The impact of the Civil War

-- Revolution and independence

-- Expansion and Civil War

-- America’s Manifest Destiny

-- Slavery

-- The first colonists

-- No escape for the Native Americans

-- Rapid growth and conflict

-- Establishing democracy

b) Now find a partner and take turns briefly telling one another about the content of each of these headings, starting from the first. You can make use of the following list of linking words to help tie together your points:

-– because of, since, as a result, this is why, due to, owing to, for this reason

–- first (of all), at first, in the beginning, to begin with

–- then, next, before, after, when, while, during, soon, prior to, until, firstly/secondly

-– and, but, so, because, then, until, such as 
-– immediately, once, suddenly, as soon as, on, no sooner ... than, hardly ... when

-– finally, eventually, in the end, at last, in conclusion
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4. Discussion
Discuss in small groups:

a) The text mentions several reasons why the American colonists defeated the British in the Revolutionary War. Which do you think was the most important? Explain your choice to a fellow pupil. 
b) Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created equal.” But are we equal? Are we the same height? Weight? Intelligence? Hair color? Strength or swiftness? What exactly is Jefferson talking about here?

c) When Americans wrote their Constitution, they decided not to have a king. Why, do you think? Was this the correct decision? Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of having a monarchy.

d) Why couldn’t Native Americans and the new settlers from Europe live side by side? Was conflict between the two unavoidable?

e) “It was good for North America and the world that the United States expanded its territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific.” Discuss this statement.

f) Slavery was ended in 1865. But racism did not end then. Do you know of any examples of racism in America today? Compare examples.

5. Working With Statistics
Look at the table and tick off the correct answer below:

a) The US is fifteen times larger than France.

  True ?? False ??
b) Texas is smaller than Florida.

  True ?? False ??
c) Alaska and Hawaii make up the largest territories ever added to the US.

  True ?? False ??
d) The European Union is half the size of the US.

  True ?? False ??
e) The Gadsden Purchase was the last addition to the US.

  True ?? False ??
f) Norway is larger than Florida.

  True ?? False ??
g) One third of American territory became part of the nation after 1860.

  True ?? False ??
{{Tabell: 3 kolonner, 14 rader}} 

_Territorial expansion 1783–1959_
Year    Territory                   Square Kilometers

1790                                2,248,068

1803    Louisiana Purchase          2,142,432 = 4,390,480

1819    Florida                     177,642 = 4,568,122

1845    Texas                       1,010,465 = 5,578,588

1846    Oregon Territory            739,648 = 6,318,237

1848    Mexican-American War        1,370,147 = 7,688,384

1853    Gadsden Purchase            76,767 = 7,765,152

1959    Alaska and Hawaii           2,061,482 = 9,826,635

For comparison:

-- France: 643,427 sq km

-- Norway: 323,802 sq km

-- European Union: 4,324,782 sq km

{{Slutt}} 
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6. Language – Changing Word Classes

Find out what the following words are if you change their word class. Use your dictionary to find the correct Norwegian translation of the words, as in the example.

{{Tabell: 4 kolonner, 16 rader}} 

Word from the text Norwegian New word         Norwegian

settlement (noun)  koloni    to settle (verb) å bosette seg

colonization (noun)          ?? (verb)

disaster (noun)              ?? (adjective)

hunger (noun)                ?? (adverb)

inhabitant (noun)            ?? (verb)

to establish (verb)          ?? (noun)

economy (noun)               ?? (adjective)

example (noun)               ?? (verb)

to introduce (verb)          ?? (noun)

expansion (noun)             ?? (verb)

to resent (verb)             ?? (noun)

to represent (verb)          ?? (noun)

independence (noun)          ?? (adverb)

democratic (adjective)       ?? (noun)

to negotiate (verb)          ?? (noun)

to elect (verb)              ?? (noun)

{{Slutt}} 

7. English Then And Now
a) Form groups of four. Read the following excerpt from the Declaration of Independence of July 4, 1776: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”. Find out what the following words and expressions mean. Then write a sentence for each word – each group member takes a different word. self-evident – endowed – unalienable – pursuit of happiness

b) The English in this excerpt is rather old. Try to re-write it in modern English to make it clearer to people today.

c) Now compare the four sentences you have written, as well as your re-written text, with another group’s. If you like, you can all present your re-written texts to class as a whole and let them vote on which text they think is the clearest.
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8. Listening – Native American Creation Myth
“There was another world before this one …” Thus begins a Lakota myth which explains how our world was created. Listen to the myth on the Access CD or on access.cappelen.no. While listening, tick off the correct ending to each of the following sentences.

a) The Creating Power …

-- was pleased with the way the people behaved

-- did not like how the people behaved

-- was indifferent towards the people

b) The only one who survived the flood was …

-- Kangi the crow

-- Terence the turtle

-- a small boy

c) The Creating Power selected four animals who were excellent …

-- swimmers

-- divers

-- singers

d) The Creating Power made new land out of …

-- wood

-- mud

-- stone

e) He then created men and women and told them to …

-- live in harmony with all living things

-- destroy his sacred pipe

-- beware of the turtle’s magic powers

9. Quick Research
Find the answers to the following:

a) Who was Pocahontas?

b) Who said “Give me liberty or give me death!” Why?

c) What was the Missouri Compromise?

d) What was Sherman’s march to the sea?

{{Bildetekst:}} 
Chief Sitting Bull (Tatanka Iyotaka) of the Lakota Sioux tribe
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Fotografi av en indianer med håret flettet i lange fletter. Han har rikt brodert stykke tøy over den ene skulderen

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 Main Events: The Civil War to the Second World War

-- 1869: Central Pacific and Union Pacific railroads are joined, first transcontinental railroad

-- 1870: Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution gives blacks the right to vote

-- 1876: Custer’s regiment is wiped out by Sioux Indians at the Little Big Horn River

-- 1882: US adopts standard time

-- 1886: Statue of Liberty is given to the USA by France

-- 1890: The massacre at Wounded Knee, South Dakota ends all Indian resistance

-- 1892: Ellis Island becomes chief immigration station

-- 1896: Plessy v. Ferguson: Supreme Court decision holds that racial segregation is constitutional

-- 1898: Spanish-American War: the USA occupies Cuba and the Philippines

-- 1903: Wright brothers’ first sustained flight in aircraft at Kitty Hawk

-- 1906: San Francisco earthquake

-- 1914: The First World War begins

-- 1917: US enters the First World War on April 6, 1917

-- 1918: Armistice ending the First World War is signed on Nov. 11, 1918

-- 1919: Eighteenth Amendment begins Prohibition; Nineteenth Amendment grants women the right to vote; Treaty of Versailles is rejected by the Senate

-- 1927: Charles Lindbergh makes the first solo nonstop transatlantic flight

-- 1929: Stock market crash of October 29 starts the Great Depression

-- 1933: Franklin D. Roosevelt is sworn in as President; New Deal recovery measures are enacted by Congress; Twenty-First Amendment ends Prohibition

-- 1935: Neutrality Acts passed by Congress

-- 1939: The Second World War begins; the US declares its neutrality

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Train passengers shooting buffalo for sport, c. 1870

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882–1945) – President of the United States from 1933 to 1945, the only President to be elected for four consecutive terms

{{Slutt}} 
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Between 1775 and 1865 the United States grew from thirteen former colonies on the east coast to a great nation spanning an entire continent. It was an astonishing expansion. During its next eighty years this amazing development continues both economically and politically,

making the USA the wealthiest and most powerful country on earth. This growth inevitably brings it into closer contact, as well as conflict, with other nations. These are the years in which America comes of age.

xxx3 The Civil War to the Second World War

The Civil War cleared away all opposition to the expanding population and free-market economy of the North. The United States changed dramatically over the following decades. The frontier ended and the last Native American lands were occupied. The population increased from 31 million in 1865 to 105 million by 1920. A new wave of immigration starting in 1880 added much to this increase. It included newcomers

from eastern and southern Europe.

{{Gloser:}} 
to span -- å strekke seg over / å strekkje seg over

to come of age -- å bli voksen / å bli vaksen

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Ellis Island Immigration Station, New York City: a

health officer examines immigrant children during the 1911 typhus scare

{{Slutt}} 
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During these years almost 23 million new Americans came ashore. Unlike earlier settlers who had established farms and small towns, the newcomers headed for the cities, where industry was creating millions of jobs. Between 1870 and 1920, the number of Americans living in cities grew from 10 million to 54 million – a majority of the population. It was during these years that the United States became the largest industrial power in the world.

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshots from history: The T Ford_

Some people called it the Tin Lizzie, others the Flivver. Hardly complimentary names for the car which revolutionized

the automobile industry and the American way of life. The Model T Ford was the first car the average American could afford, since it was the first vehicle which was made by assembly line production, which is far, far less expensive than custom building. There were no special features, no individual traits: all the 15,000,000 Model Ts which were produced between 1908 and 1927 were more or less identical.

The first Model T came off the production line at Ford’s

Piquette Avenue Plant in Detroit in October 1908, and the vehicle was an enormous success. Demand for it was so high that Henry Ford had to start producing it at a larger factory, and the Ford Motor Company became the biggest automobile manufacturer in the USA. Ford may – or may not – have spoken the famous words “You can paint it any color, so long as it’s black”, but this statement speaks volumes about his philosophy.

{{Slutt}}

xxx4 Changing American culture

Immigrants were central to industrialization. By 1900 over 70 percent of the population of Chicago were immigrants or the children of immigrants. Some Americans found this a disturbing development in a country founded as a nation of farmers. They were worried that these newcomers would not be able to understand American democracy since they came from nations where they had not been able to vote. Others believed that the new immigrant “races” were biologically inferior and would replace or weaken the original “White Anglo Saxon Protestant” (WASP) settlers.

{{Gloser:}} 

assembly line production -- samlebåndsproduksjon/samlebandsproduksjon

custom building -- å lage på bestilling

manufacturer -- produsent

to speak volumes -- å si det meste / å seie det meste

inferior -- underlegen

{{Slutt}} 
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On the other hand, many Americans welcomed the “greenhorns” and the cultures and talents they brought with them. It was Eastern European Jewish immigrants like Louis Mayer, Samuel Goldwyn and Marcus Loew who were central in establishing Hollywood. It was stars like the English Charlie Chaplin and the Italian Rudolph Valentino who made it famous and profitable. Many of the songwriters of the day like Irving Berlin and George Gershwin had European roots. “Typically”

American songs like “Take Me Out to the Ballgame” and “Shine on Harvest Moon” were written by immigrants. American cooking came to include everything from Hungarian goulash to Italian pizza. The dizzying diversity of the American population gave added meaning to the motto of the United States; “E Pluribus Unum” – In Variety, Unity.

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshots from history: Tycoons and Robber Barons_

The last part of the nineteenth century and the first part of the twentieth in the USA were the age of the tycoons, sometimes known as robber barons, a handful of businessmen who became extremely rich by using natural talents, showing great initiative, working long hours, and not least bending the law. Some of the best known are Cornelius Vanderbilt, J.P. Morgan, Andrew Carnegie, Jay Gould, James Fisk and, of course, John D. Rockefeller.

  To some, the robber barons were monsters with unethical or illegal business practices, who manipulated politicians and used violence to amass their huge fortunes. To others they were heroes who made the USA an economic superpower, helped the underprivileged, and were part and parcel of the American Dream. Many of the tycoons have gone down in history as philanthropists who left millions of dollars to education and the arts. We may wonder whether they really loved their fellow men and women, or did they have guilty consciences?

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 

Profitable -- lønnsom/lønnsam

diversity -- mangfold/mangfald

tycoon -- magnat

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

1903 satirical cartoon depicting Andrew Carnegie (1835–1918), who was criticized for using his money to influence universities

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser en mann i kilt som står på et kart over de forente amerikanske stater. Han står med en stor pengesekk og strør mynter utover de ulike statene

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 A shrinking world meets an expanding America

Industrialization also changed the world outside America’s borders. European powers used their technological superiority to carve up most of the rest of the world into empires. The United States disapproved of this development. This reflected both America’s past as a former European colony itself and its immediate interests. America wanted all countries to have the right to freely trade with one another and not be controlled by empires.

  On the whole the USA followed the advice of its first president, George Washington, to avoid “entangling alliances” with Europe and the world. This was a tradition made possible by America’s geographic position isolating it from the rest of the world. The exception to American “isolationism” was the Spanish-American War of 1898, in which the United States viewed itself as liberating the Spanish colonies of Cuba and the Philippines from the Spanish imperialists – and incidentally gained a colony close to the developing markets of China and Japan.

  By 1900 industrialization had made the world a much smaller place than it had been in Washington’s time. Steamships, railways, the telegraph and radio all bound nations closer together. America’s economic prosperity had come to depend on trade with Europe and the world. It was no longer self-sufficient. Moreover, mass production had created armed forces on a scale never seen before. If one great power gained control of all of Europe’s resources, the United States might find itself directly threatened.

xxx4 Stepping on and off the world stage

When the First World War broke out in 1914, the United States tried to stay neutral. However, it found itself under increasing pressure to take sides. While Germany was under naval blockade, America continued to send shipments of food and arms to both Great Britain and France, adding to their strength. In response, German submarines began to torpedo all ships in “hostile waters” near England or France, killing Americans. This gradually swung public opinion to France and Great Britain and away from Germany and its allies.

  In August 1917 the USA declared war on Germany. It quickly mobilized its strength. By 1918 there were almost a million American troops in Europe and many more millions on their way. It was clear that they would soon tip the balance in favor of the Allies. Seeing the inevitable coming, Germany then asked for an armistice – more under the threat of American power than its actual use.
{{Gloser:}} 
to carve up -- å dele opp

entangling -- innviklende/innviklande

exception -- unntak

self-sufficient -- selvforsynt/sjølvberga

to tip the balance -- å være tungen på vektskålen / å vere tunga på vektskåla

{{Slutt}} 
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Victory had been gained swiftly.

  Americans had been told they were fighting the “War to End All Wars” and making “the World Safe for Democracy”. When President Woodrow Wilson traveled to the peace negotiations at Versailles, Americans hoped for a just and lasting peace. Instead, the victors forced Germany to sign a treaty so harsh and humiliating it was almost certain to cause new conflicts. Americans were bitterly disappointed. When Wilson returned home with a treaty for the creation of the League of Nations based on collective security, the American Senate rejected it. Most Americans concluded that George Washington had been right. Europeans were not to be trusted. Disillusioned, the USA returned to a policy of isolation. Immigration was cut down drastically, particularly from southern and eastern Europe. The USA turned inward and away from the world.

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Mafia_

The American Mafia, often known as the Mob, arose in the nineteenth century when thousands of immigrants from Sicily and other parts of Italy settled in the eastern United States. This marked the beginning of organized crime in America: murder, blackmail, drugs, prostitution, gambling, pornography … it was all run by well-organized gangs most often headed by Italian-American bosses.

  The golden age of the Mob was the 1920s, the age of Prohibition. Al Capone and others made millions of dollars by smuggling and selling illegal alcohol to a thirsty nation. “Prohibition is a business. All I do is supply the public demand,” Capone stated. And alcohol was not the only liquid that flowed freely: there was plenty of blood as well. The gangs fought each other for control of crime in

cities like New York and Chicago, and murder was commonplace. The police did little, since many of them were paid off by the Mob. Things improved after the Second World War, when Senator Kefauver’s committee investigated and prosecuted Mafia leaders, but the Mob is still alive and well today.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 

armistice -- våpenstillstand

treaty -- avtale, traktat

disillusioned -- desillusjonert, skuffet / desillusjonert, skuffa, vonbroten

Prohibition -- forbudstida/forbodstida

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Al Capone (1899–1947)

{{Slutt}} 

---- 98 til 150

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Vogue cover of woman in pink flapper dress, 1926
{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 From boom to bust in the 1920s

During the “Roaring Twenties” many elements of the modern consumer economy appeared in America for the first time. There were new inventions – automobiles, radios, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners. There were new ways of paying for these goods – buying on credit, installment

payments and stock market speculation. Success and its material rewards became an end it itself, not primarily evidence of a life lived correctly. Young women known as “flappers” began wearing new daring dresses and dancing the Charleston to jazz music. Young couples held hands and smoked in public. A new, more permissive morality appeared. People wished to be happy in the here and now – even if it

meant breaking the law by drinking illegal liquor. 
xxx4 The Great Depression and the New Deal

During the 1920s it seemed to many that America had found the magic formula for endless wealth. They were wrong. There was not enough buying power to allow the economy to continue to grow. Workers did not have sufficient income to buy all the consumer goods that were produced. Meantime, farmers were suffering from heavy debt and low prices. The limit of growth came in October 1929 when the overvalued stock market crashed and wiped out billions of dollars of savings. Banks that had speculated in stocks had to call in loans, forcing families from their farms and houses by the tens of thousands. Within three years 110,000 businesses had gone bankrupt and unemployment had increased from three to fifteen million. The Great Depression had begun.

  The Great Depression was a turning point in American

history. Up to that point most Americans had believed that “the best government is the least government”. People were now disillusioned with the free-market economy and turned to the federal government for help. President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933–1945) was elected. His “New Deal” programs used federal money to provide jobs and immediate help. The central government in Washington was given much stronger powers so that it could regulate the economy and protect and care for its citizens. The aim was to repair the free-market economy, not replace it. These efforts were largely successful, but in 1939 they were interrupted by a far greater crisis, the Second World War.

>>>> Spot check

a) What attracted a new wave of immigration to America?

b) Why did America try to stay neutral in the First World War?

c) What characterized the Roaring Twenties?

d) What caused the Great Depression?

{{Gloser:}} 

installment payments -- avbetaling

stock market -- aksjemarked/aksjemarknad

permissive -- ettergivende, slepphendt, frigjort / ettergivande, slepphendt, frigjord

liquor -- alkohol

buying power -- kjøpekraft

income -- inntekt

bankrupt -- konkurs

to regulate -- å regulere

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

New Yorker Walter Thornton offers his flashy roadster for $100 after having lost everything in the stock market crash of 1929 
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et fotografi av en mann som står ved siden av bilen sin med et skilt som sier; “USD 100 will buy this car – must have cash – lost all on the stock market”

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities
1. Working With The Timeline – Vocabulary
Match up the following words from the timeline (p. 92) with phrases on the right. 
-- massacre - end of fighting

-- flight - to give

-- armistice - not taking sides

-- grant - wholesale killing

-- neutrality - being airborne

2. Understanding The Text – Jeopardy
Write questions to the following answers:

a) 105 million.

b) From eastern and southern Europe.

c) It expanded tenfold.

d) Chicago.

e) They had racist views of the newcomers.

f) E Pluribus Unum.

g) Open Door policy.

h) Make the world safe for democracy.

i) The Roaring Twenties.

j) The New Deal.

  Now close your books and ask one another your questions.

3. Discussion
Discuss in pairs or small groups:

a) Many in the United States were disappointed that the First World War did not turn out to be the “War to End All Wars”. Today this sounds very innocent. Why do you suppose Americans were so naïve at the time? 

b) The attitude that “the government that governs least, governs best” is a traditional American one, but what does the phrase mean? Try to write out a short statement explaining it and compare your answer with another pupil’s. Is this a uniquely American attitude?

4. Put It Right
a) Here is a summary of the text you have just read. However, the sentences have been jumbled up, and now it is your job to put them back in the appropriate order. Afterwards it was very disappointed and withdrew from the world. Some feared the influence of the newcomers, but most welcomed them. The economy grew and Americans concentrated on being happy here and now. It tried to stay neutral in World War One, but eventually declared war on Germany. However, the stock market crash put an end to prosperity. The United States rapidly became a great industrial power. The New Deal tried to use the government to help deal with the economic crisis. Millions of immigrants came from southern and eastern Europe.

b) Explain why you chose the order you came to.

5. Vocabulary – Odd Word Out
In each group of words below there are two words that have something in common and one that does not fit in. Make sure you know what all the words mean, and then ask yourself what the “odd word” in each group is. Afterwards, discuss your choices in groups. (Note: Many different solutions

are possible, but you have to provide a reasonable explanation for your choices.)
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a) opposition – agreement – resistance

b) increase – expand – contract

c) glory – newcomer – fame

d) prosperity – technology – riches

e) pizza – cats – cuisine

f) border – edge – attack

g) telegraph – bulletin – radio

h) Germany – the USA – Great Britain

i) deter – help – discourage

j) illegal – assist – prohibition

k) speculation – fantasy – certainty

l) bankrupt – hopeful – business

m) repair – refurbish – ruin

6. Language – Immigrant Letter
Many Norwegians immigrated to the USA. Often they had little education and ended up using a strange mixture of Norwegian and English. Here is an authentic letter from a railroad worker’s wife asking for help in getting a divorce. Forms groups of three and:

a) Read the letter out loud.

b) Find ten words or expressions for which it is necessary to know some English to understand.

c) Then find ten words where you need to know some Norwegian.

d) Finally, re-write the letter in proper modern English. Compare your final product with another group’s.

{{Rammetekst:}} 

Hr. skilsmissløjer Patterson, skvær:

Der sør!

  Jeg tar den liberti to rejt til ju om en skilsmissekæs, da jeg gjerne vilde bli divorset, dersom det not koster to mitsj moni. Jeg har vært gift just 5 maant last frejdæ og har en little bøj. Min husband er worken paa rejlroden. Han vilde kille meg, førend vi blev marrid, bikaas jeg taal him, jeg vilde ha ham arrested, fordi han hadde broken sin primissen. 
  Missis Murfy siger jeg skulle lade ham I pise. Hun selv er divorset fire tejms. But ej ges, han vil lave traabel, for jeg har en nejs little sum moni kommen te mej fra

de aal contri. Vi kan spik nærmere ved.

  Werry truly jurs,

  Johanne Mortensen

  13 Bluming Strit, St. Paul

7. Writing
Choose one task:

a) If you have done Activity 6 above, go on to write an account of the meeting as Mrs Johanne Mortensen’s divorce lawyer. What happens to her request for help?

b) The years between 1865 and 1890 were the time of the “Wild West”. Write about the impressions of the Wild West you have been given by the mass media. Do you think you have been given a correct impression?

c) You are a businessman who has lost everything in the 1929 stock market crash. Write a letter to your family explaining how this happened and why you have left the country for Uruguay. Tell them what your future plans are.
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8. Picture Study
The photograph below from 1936 – “Migrant Mother” by Dorothea Lange – came to symbolize the Great Depression for many Americans. During the 1930s tens of thousands of Americans headed west looking for a new start in the cities and farms of California. Write down some quick notes for the following questions, and then discuss them in small groups:

a) What are your first thoughts when looking at the photograph? Are they positive or negative?

b) What is the mother in the photograph thinking?

c) What is the setting? Where do these people come from, and where do you think they are headed?

d) What is the mood in the photograph? How can you tell?

e) What strikes you most about this photograph? Why do you think it made a great impression?

9. Quick Research
Form groups of four. One person finds the correct answer to each question and then provides three alternative answers to it, one true and two false. Sit together and ask one another which of the three answers is correct. Which of the four of you gets the most correct answers?

a) How much did the population of St. Louis grow between 1860 and 1920?

b) How many troops did the United States send to Europe during the First World War?

c) What did “The Real McCoy” refer to during Prohibition?

d) What did the the letters WPA stand for in the New Deal?

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser et fotografi av en kvinne som sitter med sine tre barn. De er alle skitne i klærne og ser slitne ut

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx3 Main Events: The Second World War to the Present

-- 1941: Surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor; US enters the Second World War

-- 1945: Germany and Japan surrender unconditionally; United Nations is established at San Francisco meeting

-- 1948: Congress passes the Marshall Plan offering funding for European recovery

-- 1949: North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is established

-- 1950–1953: Korean War: US and South Korea fight North Korea and China

-- 1954: Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy accuses public figures of being Communists; Brown v. Board of Education: Supreme Court decision holds that racial segregation in schools is unconstitutional 
-- 1962: Cuban Missile Crisis, Oct. 22–Nov. 20: War is narrowly avoided

-- 1963: President John F. Kennedy is assassinated

-- 1964: American troops sent to Vietnam by President Lyndon B. Johnson

-- 1965: President Johnson’s Great Society program; Voting Rights Act

-- 1968: Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated in Memphis

-- 1969: Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin, Jr. first men to land on the Moon

-- 1973: US troops leave South Vietnam; Roe v. Wade: Supreme Court decision legalizes abortion

-- 1974: President Richard Nixon resigns because of Watergate scandal

-- 1979: Iranian students storm US embassy in Teheran and hold 66 people hostage

-- 1987: In a speech in Berlin, President Ronald Reagan challenges Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear down this wall”

-- 1989: Berlin Wall falls

-- 1991: First Persian Gulf War drives Iraqis out of Kuwait

-- 1992: Soviet Union breaks up; Cold War over

-- 1998: President Bill Clinton is involved in Monica Lewinsky scandal

-- 2001: Terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and Pentagon

-- 2002: President George W. Bush declares a “War on Terrorism”

-- 2003: Second Persian Gulf War: Invasion of Iraq by US and British forces

-- 2006: Democratic Party wins control of both houses of Congress; Population of the United States reaches 300 million

{{Bildetekst:}} 

President Ronald Reagan meets Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev – the two most powerful men in the world at the time 

{{Slutt}}

{{Bildetekst:}} 

The front page of the Chicago Daily News, November 22, 1963 – the day President Kennedy was assassinated

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Vi ser forsiden av en avis der teksten lyder; “President is killed

{{Slutt}} 
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During these years the United States expanded beyond its borders to become the most influential power in the world – a Superpower. It took a permanent position on the world stage, spreading its consumer economy, its cultural influence and its political ideals around the globe. “Americanization” became a term of praise and damnation. Through it all, it continued to draw immigrants from all the countries of the earth, still searching for the American Dream.

xxx3 The Second World War to the Present

After the bitter experience of the First World War, the USA tried to avoid becoming involved in the Second World War. As the situation grew worse in both Europe and Asia in 1935, Congress passed Neutrality Acts that banned Americans from traveling on ships of nations at war and also forbade the sale of weapons to such nations. The aim was to avoid the kind of entanglements that had drawn America into war in 1917. After war broke out in Europe in 1939, the USA reluctantly increased its aid to France and Great Britain, but kept out of the conflict itself. Even when Great Britain stood alone against Hitler and the Nazis in 1940, the United States hung back.

  This frustrated President Roosevelt, who saw Hitler as a mad gangster and a direct threat to the United States. “What worries me, especially,” wrote Roosevelt to a friend, “is that public opinion over here is patting itself on the back every morning and thanking God for the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.” In the end, both proved too small – particularly the Pacific. On December 7, 1941 Japan attacked the US naval base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, without warning. Four days later Germany declared war on the United States.

  Americans had entered into the First World War reluctantly. In contrast, the attack on Pearl Harbor unified the nation and – as one Japanese admiral put it – “woke the sleeping giant”. Over the following four years the USA for the first time fully mobilized its enormous resources for war. Within two years it was producing twice as much war materials as Germany, Italy and Japan combined. By the end of the war the United States had sixteen million

men under arms, the largest and most powerful navy and air force in the world, and it was the only nation with the atomic bomb. Together with the Soviet Union and Britain, it crushed its enemies. 
{{Gloser:}} 
praise -- lovprisning/lovprising

damnation -- fordømmelse/fordømming

Neutrality Acts -- nøytralitetslover

entanglements -- komplikasjoner/komplikasjonar

to unify -- å forene / å sameine

{{Slutt}} 
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While the rest of the industrialized world had suffered terrible damage, America’s economy had actually grown during the war, almost doubling its production. In 1945 more than half of all goods produced in the whole world came from the United States. It had become something new

– not a Power or a Great Power, but a Superpower. What would it do?

{{Gloser:}} 

unconditionally -- betingelsesløs/vilkårslaus

to estimate -- å anslå

goods -- produkter, varer / produkt, varer

to champion -- å gå i bresjen for, kjempe for

{{Slutt}} 

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Bombing of Hirshima and Nagasaki_

The Second World War came to an end in Europe in May 1945,

when Germany surrendered unconditionally to the Allies. But Japan was nowhere near surrendering, and it was estimated that an invasion of the country would cost between one and four million Allied lives. President Truman decided to bring the Japanese Empire to its knees by using a weapon the USA had developed and tested out: the atomic bomb.

  On 6 August 1945 a USAAF B-29 bomber, called the Enola Gay after the pilot’s mother, dropped “Little Boy” on the city of Hiroshima, wiping it out and killing 70,000 people, while 60,000 more died later of injuries and radiation. Three days later Bockscar dropped “Fat Man” on the port of Nagasaki, and 140,000 Japanese were killed or injured. Japan surrendered on 15 August.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

People walking through the ruins of Hiroshima in the weeks following the atomic bomb blast

{{Slutt}} 

xxx4 Permanent involvement and the Cold War

Rather than return to isolation, the USA determined to become permanently involved in world affairs. It therefore championed the creation of a new international organization to keep the peace, the United Nations (UN). Unlike the earlier League of Nations, the UN had a Security Council that included the Allied powers that had won the war – the

USA, Great Britain, France, China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). It was hoped they would work together to establish a peaceful world.
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{{Gloser:}} 

totalitarian -- totalitær

containment -- oppdemming

to promote -- å promotere, å fremme / å promotere, å fremje

consumer economy -- forbrukerøkonomi/forbrukarøkonomi

{{Slutt}} 

It was not to be. A conflict soon developed between the USA and the USSR. This became known as the Cold War. America viewed Soviet communism as “totalitarian” – that is, bent on the total control of people’s lives by a state dictatorship. American politicians distrusted any concentration of power and communism appeared to them the ultimate concentration. Further it appeared to America that communism was an aggressive system expanding its power. In 1949 the most populous country in the world, China, was taken over by communist forces. In response, the United States adopted the policy of “Containment”. The object of containment was to limit the spread of communism without

open war.

  At the same time the United States promoted its own model – a democratic government with a capitalist, free-market economy. It gave economic aid to Europe through the Marshall Plan to create trading partners and allies. Above all, as leader of the “Free World” it made alliances with countries around the globe to oppose communism. The best known of these alliances was the North Atlantic Treaty Organization – NATO. In order to back up these alliances, for the first time in its history the United States created a vast, permanent military force, centered around the Pentagon. American power had arrived on the world stage to stay.

xxx4 The consumer economy and global influence

At the same time America built up its hard power, it also developed enormous soft power. Hard power is the ability to get people to do what you want. Soft power is the ability to get people to want what you do. After the war the USA entered a period of prosperity based on an economy driven

by the constant flow of new and ever more desirable mass produced consumer goods – a consumer economy. The 1950s witnessed the movement of millions of new homeowners to the suburbs, the coming of the two-car family, and “drive-in” fast food chains like McDonald’s. An entirely new class of consumers was created, and copied the world over – “teenagers”. Never had a country enjoyed such wealth. The 1930s were forgotten and there was renewed faith in the free-market economy, as long as it was regulated by the federal government.

  The rise of this “American Way of Life” had a terrific impact on the rest of the world. Not only did many people want America’s wealth. They also wanted its music, food, clothes styles, movies and TV. The influence of American popular culture increased enormously. American English became as influential as British English. 
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{{Bildetekst:}} 

American’s in a drive-in movie theatre in the 1950’s

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser hundrevis av biler stilt opp med fronten vendt mot et svært kinolerret
{{Slutt}} 
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The consumer economy sponsored by the USA spread throughout the world, drawing nations into a net of trading relationships – the beginning of a phenomenon known today as “globalization”. The USA was admired by many as the country of the future, a future that would be wealthier, freer and more democratic.

xxx4 The price of containment at home: McCarthyism

However, there was a darker side to the picture. The containment of communism caused fear and division both at home and abroad, undermining this sunny view of America. During Republican President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s administration (1953–1961) many people were accused of being “un-American” by Congressional committees which forced people to testify and name names of communists or go to jail. Many innocent people lost their jobs in government, and others had their careers ruined in business and the arts. A hysterical fear spread through the country, helped along by demagogues like Senator Joseph McCarthy, who gave his name to the era. McCarthyism burned itself out by the late 1950s, but not before it had raised a disturbing question – was the cost of containing communism losing the very ideals of political freedom America claimed to be fighting for?

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Charlie Chaplin and McCarthyism_
Charlie Chaplin was born into a theatrical family in London in 1889, and started entertaining audiences as a young child. He settled in the USA as a teenager. American directors soon recognized his talent, and he starred as “The Tramp”, always in the same distinctive clothes, in a number of successful silent movies. When sound came to the silver screen, he made masterpieces like Modern Times and The Great Dictator, both of which were made in the 1930s and show his moderately radical political views.

  Senator Joseph McCarthy conducted “witch hunts” in the fifties to find Soviet agents, and he enjoyed the full support of J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI. Both men imagined that America was full of “reds under the beds”, and that Chaplin was one of them. Hoover managed to have Chaplin’s residence permit cancelled, and Chaplin settled in Switzerland. He returned to the USA only once, in 1972, to receive an honorary Academy Award (Oscar) from the American Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. Clearly, this elderly man, who no longer cared about politics, was no longer regarded as a threat.
{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 
residence permit -- oppholdstillatelse/opphaldsløyve

division -- splittelse/splitting

to undermine -- å svekke, å undergrave / å svekkje, å undergrave

to testify -- å vitne

demagogue -- demagog, folkeforfører / demagog, folkeforførar

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Charlie Chaplin, 1931

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser et fotografi av en liten mann i dress med tversover sløyfe. Har har bart under nesten, og en ”bowlerhat” på hodet

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The price of containment abroad: Korea and Vietnam

Containment also brought America’s foreign policy out of step with America’s democratic values. The United States became involved in the internal affairs of many other countries, often supporting undemocratic governments opposed to communist or “Marxist” movements; for example in Iran, Indonesia, Greece and Chile.

  Containment also involved America in shooting wars, most notably in Korea (1950–1953) and in Vietnam (1965–1973). Korea was the first major conflict in the 20th century in which America did not achieve complete victory. It ended in a stalemate between North Korea, supported by China, and South Korea, supported by the USA through the United Nations. To gain complete victory, America would have had to go to war with China. That meant nuclear war with the Soviet Union, which had gotten the atomic bomb in 1949. Therefore a truce was accepted that is still in force to this day. 

{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: The Cuban Missile Crisis_
In the fall of 1962 the Cold War almost turned very hot

indeed. The USA had short range nuclear missiles stationed in Europe and Turkey which could reach the Soviet Union, but the USSR had no such short range missiles near to the United States. So Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro agreed that Soviet missiles would be placed in Cuba, only a few miles away from the American mainland. Unfortunately for Khrushchev and Castro, American spy planes detected the missile sites in the middle of October, and President Kennedy decided to put a naval blockade or “quarantine zone” around Cuba until all the missiles were removed.

  The Soviets and the Cubans refused to back down, and tension ran high. Who would shoot first, and how would it all end? Fortunately, a few days after the crisis started, it ended. Khrushchev said he would remove the missiles from Cuba if Kennedy removed American rockets from Turkey and promised not to invade Cuba. Diplomacy triumphed, but it was a near thing! 
{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 
internal affairs -- innenriksspørsmål/innanriksspørsmål

stalemate -- fastlåst situasjon

truce -- våpenhvile/våpenkvile

nuclear missiles -- atomraketter/atomrakettar

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

1962: A US patrol plane flying over a Soviet freighter during the Cuban missile crisis

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The war in Vietnam

If Korea was not a victory, neither was it a defeat. In contrast, Vietnam was a disaster. The USA was drawn into the war in 1954 after communist-led nationalist forces defeated the French colonial government there. Frightened of communist expansion, the United States helped create South Vietnam as an anti-communist state to oppose the North. But the authoritarian South Vietnamese government did not gain the trust of the people. To save it, the United States had to send its own troops in 1965. The results were catastrophic.

  The USA found itself in the middle of a bloody civil war, supporting the weaker side. The world looked on in dismay as America’s military unleashed its deadly firepower on what was a small rural country. More than five million Vietnamese and 58,000 Americans died. Their deaths did not bring victory. By 1973 the war had become so unpopular at

home that America withdrew its troops. In 1975 North Vietnamese forces re-united the country. The USA had suffered a stunning defeat. Belief in America was undermined at home and abroad.

xxx4 Civil rights and counter-culture

Voices critical of America began long before the debacle of Vietnam. Black people asked how America could be leader of the Free World while at the same time denying them basic freedoms in the South. This glaring contrast helped inspire the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and ’60s, led by men like Martin Luther King.

  Many writers and artists were disgusted with the vulgar materialism of the new consumer economy. They inspired the “counter-culture” of the 1960s which rejected the dominant consumer lifestyle and the easy selfcongratulations of most Americans. Opposition to the war in Vietnam held together a broad spectrum of groups. Some were pacifists. Others were political radicals who wanted to replace the consumer economy with a cooperative society. And there were the “hippies” who wanted all of this – plus free food, free love and free drugs.

xxx4 Reform and recession

In fact, during the 1960s serious efforts were made by Democratic presidents to correct what were seen as flaws in American society. President John F. Kennedy (1961–1963) began the Peace Corps and promised more government action to help the disadvantaged. His successor,

{{Gloser:}} 

to oppose -- å motstå

authoritarian -- autoritær

in dismay -- med forferdelse / her: forferda

to unleash -- å slippe løs / å sleppe laus

debacle -- katastrofe

counter-culture -- motkultur, alternativ kultur

flaw -- feil, mangel

the disadvantaged -- de vanskeligstilte / dei vanskelegstilte

{{Slutt}} 

{{Margtekst:}} 

For more about Black America, see Chapter 9.

{{Slutt}} 

>>>> Spot check

a) Why did the USA enter the Second World War?

b) What was the Cold War?

c) How did American influence spread through the world?

d) What was McCarthyism?

e) How did the war in Vietnam end?
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The musical “Hair”opened on Broadway, New York in 1968. It was a product of the hippie counter-culture and sexual revolution, and several of its songs became anthems of the

anti-Vietnam War peace movement
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

En filmplakat i sterke røde og orange farger med tkesten ”Hair – the American tribal love-rock musikal”. Bildet er et motiv av en person med stort afro-hår.

{{Slutt}} 
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Lyndon B. Johnson (1963–1969), declared a “War on Poverty” and started large government programs to help the poor and needy. In 1965, the same year that Civil Rights legislation was passed, a new immigration law was adopted ending discrimination. It opened the country to a new wave of immigration that by 2007 had added some thirty million new Americans to the population, mostly from Latin America and Asia. 

  However, by the end of the 1960s, America was troubled on many fronts. The war in Vietnam undermined the American economy and split the nation. The optimistic promise of the Civil Rights Movement was replaced by a more militant Black Power movement demanding social and economic equality. There were race riots in many of the nation’s frustrated black ghettos. Violent anti-war protests took place on campuses throughout the country. Many white Americans became skeptical of the reforms they had supported. In 1968 the Republican presidential candidate Richard Nixon was elected and the country took a turn to the right.

xxx4 Limitation and reaction

The move to the right continued through the 1970s and into the 1980s – a period of limitations and disillusionment for America. The economy suffered from foreign competition. Companies like Sony, Toyota and Volkswagen gained ever larger shares of the American market. The newly created Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) repeatedly increased the price of oil drastically. To top it all off, the man elected President to bring stability, Richard Nixon, was found guilty of planning the burglary of the Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate building complex in Washington. He was forced to resign in disgrace in 1974.

  The problems continued under Democratic President Jimmy Carter (1976–1981). Many Americans concluded that the kind of big, active government that had been introduced by the Democrats in the 1930s was a failure. Instead they elected Republican President Ronald Reagan (1981–1989) who believed that “Government is not the solution. Government is the problem”. Privatization became the order of the day, and taxes went down. Perhaps the rich would grow richer, but it was argued that their success would benefit everyone as America grew wealthier. Public welfare programs were reduced, starved for funds or eliminated. The gap between rich and poor grew.

{{Margtekst:}} 

See Chapter 4, p. 221 for more on this.
{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 
legislation -- lovverk

race riots -- raseopprør

campus -- universitetsområde

disillusionment -- desillusjon

to resign in disgrace -- å gå av i vanære

privatization -- privatisering

to be starved for funds -- å ikke ha nok penger / å ikkje ha nok pengar

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Richard M. Nixon (1913–1994), American President from 1969 to 1974. His main achievement as President was an improved relationship with China

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The New World Order

During the term of Republican President George Bush (1989–1993) the Cold War came to an abrupt and surprising end. In 1989 the Berlin Wall was torn down. Germany reunited, communist rule was ended in Eastern Europe and within three years the Soviet Union collapsed. American and Russian intercontinental nuclear missiles were pointed away from each other’s cities. The world breathed a sigh of relief and the United States suddenly found itself the world’s only superpower. Many Americans now hoped for a peaceful “New World Order” based on democracy, the free market and peaceful international relations secured by the United Nations and other international organizations with American support.

  During the 1990s the USA provided the military muscle for a series of UN and NATO peace-making and peace-keeping military actions in the Middle East and Yugoslavia. These actions were controversial. Some nations believed that they showed that the United States was using its immense power too much, with the aim of dominating world affairs. Others believed that the USA was using its power too little, ignoring violence and poverty it might help end in Africa, Asia and elsewhere.

xxx4 The New Democrats and a resurgent American economy

Many of these military actions were taken during the administration of President Bill Clinton (1993–2001). Clinton was a “New Democrat” who moved his party to the right. On the one hand, New Democrats believed that government _could_ help the people. On the other, they

promised to do it with a smaller, more efficient administration. Clinton won back voters who had been lost to the Republicans in the 1980s, particularly in the South – which was now the most populous part of the country.

  Clinton promised to focus on the economy “like a laser beam”. He kept his word. During his term of office the United States had the longest sustained period of economic growth in its history. American businesses had become more competitive during the 1980s and ’90s, not least because heavy investment in information technology made industry

more productive, or “leaner and meaner”. Another reason for the growth was that the Clinton administration began to pay back a gigantic public debt of over three trillion dollars ($3,665,000,000,000) left by a colossal military build-up undertaken by the Reagan and Bush administrations during the Cold War. Paying this back gained the confidence of the international business community which invested in America.

>>>> Spot check

a) What was the “counterculture”?

b) What troubles did the USA face at the end of the 1960s?

c) What was the Watergate scandal?

d) What did Ronald Reagan believe in?

e) What was the New World Order?

{{Gloser:}} 

abrupt -- brå

sigh of relief -- lettelsens sukk / sukk av lette

military muscle -- militærmakt

populous -- folkerik

sustained -- uavbrutt/u(av)broten

public debt -- offentlig gjeld / offentleg gjeld

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 George W. Bush and 9/11

By 2000 the Republican and Democratic parties were almost exactly the same size. Very small differences could win or lose elections. This was made clear when Clinton’s Vice President, Al Gore, ran for president against George W. Bush, son of the very man Clinton had defeated in 1992. In an extremely close-fought contest, Gore lost to Bush by only a few hundred votes in Florida, despite having more votes nationwide.

  The Bush administration continued the rightward swing in politics begun in the Reagan years, reducing the role of government, encouraging private enterprise and promoting the “family values” that reflected the views of many of its fundamentalist Christian supporters in the South. Though more skeptical of international commitments than the Democrats, there were no drastic changes in American foreign policy. And why should there be? The United States was unrivalled as the leading economic and military power in the world. Its consumer economy continued to provide a historically high standard of living for most of its citizens. Though the US was not without problems, none seemed as fearful as the shadow of nuclear annihilation that it had recently passed out of. In sum, the United States seemed to be sailing under blue skies.

  Then, on September 11, 2001, out of that clear blue sky came a stunning attack. Islamic fundamentalists hijacked four commercial airliners and used them as missiles against the Pentagon and the Twin Towers in New York (one crashed before reaching a target). Almost 3000 people were killed. America’s response was swift. Within months it overthrew the Taliban government of Afghanistan that had sheltered the leader who had planned the attacks, Osama Bin Laden, and his organization, al-Qaeda. American and NATO forces then remained to help create a new, democratic government.

xxx4 The War on Terrorism and the invasion of Iraq

These actions were supported by most nations, though many were anxious about this use of America’s enormous military power. However, when President Bush proclaimed a general and open-ended “War on Terror” in 2002, sympathy for the United States began to fade. Then the United States set about preparing an invasion of Iraq, which it claimed was a terrorist state with weapons of mass destruction (WMD).

{{Gloser:}} 

close-fought -- tett

private enterprise – forretningsvirksomhet som ikke er statlig / forretningsverksemd som ikkje er statleg

annihilation -- utryddelse/utrydding

to hijack -- å kapre

to shelter -- å gi ly

open-ended -- uten fastsatt avslutningsdato / utan fastsett avslutningsdato

to fade -- å avta / å minke, å bli mindre

{{Slutt}} 
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{{Bildetekst:}} 

Hijacked United Airlines Flight 175 from Boston crashes into the south tower of the World Trade Center and explodes at 9:03 a.m. on September 11, 2001 in New York City
{{Slutt}} 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_Snapshot from history: Guantanmo Bay_

Guantánamo Bay has for over a century been the site of a US Navy base at the southeastern end of Cuba, a stone’s throw from the United States itself. The USA leased the site in 1903, after occupying the whole island after the Spanish-American War of 1898. The Cuban Government is not happy about the arrangement, especially as the two countries do not have diplomatic relations with each other. Since 1959, the US sends a check for the lease amount every year, but the Cuban government has never cashed them.

  From 2002 the base housed a unit in which prisoners captured in Afghanistan and – since 2003 – in Iraq were detained and questioned. They were suspected of belonging to the Taliban or al-Qaeda. It is generally accepted that the USA kept these people at Guantánamo because it could treat them differently from prisoners held in the United States itself. For example, they did not have automatic access to lawyers, and were detained under questionable conditions without trial. The existence of the detention center has been widely criticized by human rights activists and others, both inside and outside the USA.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

A foreign detainee is walked by two US Army MPs, 2 March 2002 at Camp X-Ray in Guantánamo Bay, Cuba

{{Slutt}} 
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The United Nations refused to support the invasion. Some of America’s closest allies warned that an invasion would only create chaos and provide a new breeding ground for terrorists. Democracy could not be imposed by military force, they argued. Around the world hundreds of thousands

took to the streets in anti-war and anti-American demonstrations.

  Nevertheless, in 2003 America invaded and occupied Iraq, quickly overthrowing its dictator, Saddam Hussein. The military action went well, but the political situation that followed went poorly. No weapons of mass destruction were found. No connection between al-Qaeda and Saddam Hussein was established. Over the following years, terrorist attacks from Iraqi nationalists and Islamic fundamentalists increased as Iraq sank into chaos, making it extremely difficult to form a peaceful, democratic government. The American people and the world watched in dismay as bloodshed became increasingly common on the streets of Baghdad. American casualties rose. Not since Vietnam had the United States found itself in such an unpopular and difficult position abroad.

xxx4 Domestic unrest

The attacks of 9/11, as they came to be known, angered Americans and badly frightened them. They supported the government’s tough actions to secure their safety both at home and abroad. A special military prison for terrorists was set up at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba, outside of American

territory and the reach of American law. At home, Congress passed measures making it easier to spy on American citizens who were suspected of terrorist connections.

  Critics at home and abroad pointed out that these measures damaged the very democracy America was claiming to fight for, undermining civil liberties and compromising ideals. Most critics were silenced by a wave of patriotism, however. America was at war. It was fighting for liberty

and democracy. The proper response was to rally around the flag. This was reflected in the central role national security played in the election of 2004 when George W. Bush was re-elected by a narrow margin and the Republican Party gained a majority in both houses of Congress. The American people decided not to change leadership in the middle of

a war, however unpopular it might be abroad.

  However, as the war in Iraq dragged on unsuccessfully with no end in sight, public opinion gradually turned against Bush and the Republicans.

{{Gloser:}} 
(p. 116): 
to lease -- å leie / å leige

to detain -- å holde i varetekt / å halde i varetekt

detention center -- interneringsleir

breeding ground -- yngleplass

imposed -- påtvunget/påtvinga

bloodshed -- blodsutgytelse/blodbad

casualty -- offer

civil liberties -- borgerrettigheter/borgarrettar

to rally around -- å stå samlet om / å stå samla om

{{Slutt}} 
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In the Congressional elections of 2006, they lost control of both houses of Congress to the Democrats. President Bush’s popularity fell to historically low levels. America seemed prepared to change course once again. Just how great a shift would take place was difficult to predict.

xxx4 The future

For the last fifty years the United States has been the most powerful, influential and wealthy country in the world. There is every reason to believe that it will remain so for the next fifty. It has a strong, growing economy and political stability. Its culture and values remain extremely popular throughout the world, despite its controversial actions in world affairs. Militarily it is unmatched, spending more on defense each year than the rest of the world combined.

  In addition, unlike most industrialized countries, the population of the United States is actually increasing. Every year a million new immigrants come to the country, attracted by its ideals, its wealth and its freedom. In 2006 its population passed the 300 million mark. By 2050 there will probably be about 420 million Americans – and there is room for even more on the vast continent of North America. For these reasons, the United States will remain central to world developments for the foreseeable future.

>>>> Spot check

a) What was a “New Democrat”?

b) Why did the American economy become more competitive in the 1990s?

c) How did 9/11 affect American foreign policy?

d) Why was the invasion of Iraq unpopular around the world?

e) Why did the Democrats gain control of Congress in 2006?

f) Why is it likely that America will remain central to world affairs?

{{Gloser:}} 

foreseeable -- overskuelig/overskodeleg

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

September 2007: Anti-war protesters in Washington D.C. march demanding an end to the war in Iraq, the return of US troops and the impeachment of US President George W. Bush
{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities

1. (Mis)Understanding The Text
The following statements about American history after 1945 are based on misunderstandings of the text. Write a sentence for each one, explaining what really happened.

a) “Soft power” is a term used to describe how weak the US armed forces were compared to the Soviet Red Army.

b) Most Americans wanted the USA to participate in the Second World War, but the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 convinced them to keep out of it.

c) After the Second World War, the USA once again withdrew from world politics. 
d) When the USA invaded Afghanistan after 9/11, the world was shocked and terrified.

e) US forces were rarely involved in military actions during the 1990s.

f) “Containment” was a strategy developed by the Soviet Union to limit the spread of capitalism.

g) Joseph McCarthy was a communist who fought against Congress.

h) The US strongly opposed the creation of the United Nations and NATO.

i) The US invasion of Iraq has led to peace and stability in the region.

j) The USA suffered severe economic losses due to World War II, and the country was almost bankrupt in 1945.

k) The USA fought in two Asian civil wars during the 1950s and ’60s, and succeeded in containing communism in both countries.

l) President Bill Clinton’s administration was a disaster to the American economy.

m) The counter-culture was a movement which aimed to restore traditional American family values.

n) The 1970s were years of optimism and social reform in America.

o) President Ronald Reagan wanted to create a big and active government to help solve the problems Americans were struggling with.

{{Bildetekst:}} 

TV Nation: TV broadcasting took off like a rocket in the 1950s, and by 1959 forty-two million homes had television

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Et fotografi av en familie foran et tv apparat. Møbler, klær og tv apparat indikerer at bildet er tatt på 50-tallet

{{Slutt}} 
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2. Terms And Phrases

Match up the terms in the left column with the correct phrases in the right column.

{{Tabell: 2 kolonner, 14 rader}} 

ListA             List B

Neutrality Act    Alliance of European and American nations

Pearl Harbor      Opposing all communist expansion

Superpower        Based on buying constantly new products

The USSR          Working to end racism

The Cold War      Unrivaled military and economic might

Containment       Reducing government

NATO              Anti-communist witch hunts

Consumer economy  Conflict between capitalism and communism

McCarthyism       Keeping America out of war

Civil Rights Movement Invasion of Middle Eastern countries

Counter-culture  The leading communist power

War on Terror    Opposition to the established social values

Privatization    Sneak attack on a naval base

{{Slutt}} 

3. Discussion
Discuss in pairs or groups:

a) Write down four positive and four negative associations you have about the United States. Compare your lists with another group’s.

b) The United States claimed to be leader of the “Free World” during the Cold War. It claims to be fighting for freedom today. Others claim America only fights for its own economic and political interests. What do you think?

c) About one million people immigrate to the United States every year. Why? What do you think their reasons are for wishing to change countries? Could you imagine moving to the US?

d) The United States was brutally attacked on September 11, 2001. Do you think it had the right to respond with military action against its enemies in Afghanistan? In Iraq? Elsewhere? How should it react to such attacks in the future?

e) The poet and singer Leonard Cohen made the following prophecy to the world, “You are not going to like what comes after America.” Do you agree? What country or combination of countries might come to rival American power this century?

4. Language
All the punctuation and capital letters have been left out in the text on the next page. Rewrite the text making all the necessary changes. (See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for help.) 
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{{Rammetekst:}} 

_an American_
hillary rodham clinton may be special in many ways but she is also a good example of a mobile american who is associated with many regions she is a midwesterner a southerner and a northerner she was born on october 26

1947 in illinois she lived there until she was finished with high school her student years were spent in the northeast at wellesley college and at yale law school at yale she met bill clinton one of her first jobs was in washington dc advising one of the committees of the house of representatives after that she followed her heart to arkansas in the south where bill clinton had begun his

political career she lived and worked in arkansas for almost 20 years when bill clinton was elected president in 1992 hillary moved to washington dc as the nation’s first lady before the end of bill clinton’s second term as president it was decided that hillary and bill clinton

would move to new york in the northeast this made it possible for hillary to be elected united states senator from new york in 2000

{{Slutt}} 

5. Quick Research
Find the answers to the following:

a) What was the Bretton Woods conference?

b) What does SEATO stand for?

c) Who was Howdy Doody?

d) What are the Dayton Accords?

e) What happened at Abu Ghraib?

f) What has happened to the Guantánamo Bay detention camp?
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6. Working With Statistics
Study the table below and answer the questions that follow it:

{{Tabell: 5 kolonner, 7 rader}} 

_Estimated Population Growth 2000–2050 (millions)_
                                                 Increase

              2000               2050            2000–2050

              Num.    %          Num.    %       (Millions)

Total         282     100%       420     100%    138

White*        195.7   69.4%      210     50.1%   14.3

Black         35.8    12.7%      61.4    14.6%   25.6

*Hispanic**   35.6    12.6%      102.6   24.4%   67

Asian         10.6    3.8%       33.4    8%      22.8

Other***      7       2.5%       22.5    5.3%    15.5

*(of any race)
**(non-Hispanic)
**American Indians, Native Alaskan, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islanders

{{Slutt}} 

a) How much will the total population of the United States increase between 2000 and 2050, according to this table?

b) What group grows the most during this period? How much?

c) What group grows the least? How much?

d) Which groups more than double their population?

e) How does the percentage of the White (non-Hispanic) American population change between 2000 and 2050?

f) What is the largest minority group in 2000? In 2050?

g) Some Americans talk about the “browning out” of America, by which they mean that today’s darker skinned minority groups will become the majority when taken together. Does this table support this perception? 
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America’s explosive industrialization had a phenomenal

impact on the growth of its cities. Nowhere was this more

the case than in Chicago, which grew from a moderately

sized city of 300,000 in 1870 to huge metropolis of

2,400,000 by 1910. When Carl Sandburg moved there in 1912,

he tried to capture the pride and energy of this wild
expansion in his poems.

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

Chicago

  Hog Butcher for the World,

  Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat,

  Player with Railroads and the Nation’s Freight Handler;

  Stormy, husky, brawling,

  City of the Big Shoulders:

  They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I

    have seen your painted women under the gas lamps

    luring the farm boys.

  And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: Yes, it

    is true I have seen the gunman kill and go free to

    kill again.

  And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the

    faces of women and children I have seen the marks

    of wanton hunger.

  And having answered so I turn once more to those who

    sneer at this my city, and I give them back the sneer

    and say to them:

  Come and show me another city with lifted head singing

    so proud to be alive and coarse and strong and cunning.

  Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on

    job, here is a tall bold slugger set vivid against the

    little soft cities;

{{Gloser:}} 

impact -- innflytelse/innverknad

stacker -- en som stabler sekker / ein som stablar sekker

freight handler -- en som laster fraktgods på og av tog, biler etc. / ein som lastar fraktgods på og av tog, bilar osv.

brawling -- kranglevoren

wicked -- ondsinnet/vondsinna

wanton -- frodig

coarse -- grov

amid -- midt i

toil -- slit

savage -- villmann

{{Slutt}} 
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Fierce as a dog with tongue lapping for action, cunning

  as a savage pitted against the wilderness,

    Bareheaded,

    Shoveling,

    Wrecking,

    Planning,

    Building, breaking, rebuilding,

  Under the smoke, dust all over his mouth, laughing with

    white teeth,

  Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young

    man laughs,

  Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has

    never lost a battle,

  Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse,

    and under his ribs the heart of the people,

      Laughing!

  Laughing the stormy, husky, brawling laughter of

    Youth, half-naked, sweating, proud to be Hog

    Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat, Player with

    Railroads and Freight Handler to the Nation.

by Carl Sandburg

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 

destiny -- skjebne / lagnad, skjebne

to brag -- å skryte

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Harold Harrington Betts: “State Street, Chicago”
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Maleri av en bygate med skysprapere, trafikk og fotgjengere

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities

1. Discussion
Discuss in pairs or small groups:

a) Have you heard of Chicago? What comes to mind?

b) This poem celebrates Chicago. What are the qualities that Sandburg likes about the city?

c) What kinds of crime and corruption are mentioned?

d) What kinds of work are mentioned in the poem? Do they have anything in common?

e) Can you put an American face or name to this poem? Does anyone fit the kind of energy and wildness it has?

f) Why do you suppose anyone would “sneer at” Chicago, as the poet says? 
g) If you had to use one word to characterize this poem, what would it be?

2. Poetry In Motion
See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for help with analyzing poetry.

a) This is a free verse poem; that is, it has no definite rhyme or rhythm scheme. Yet it has many recognizable elements of poetry. See if you can find examples of:

-– striking imagery

-– repetition (used for a kind of rhythm)

–- stanzas (units of lines)

-– unusual punctuation

-– unusual capitalization

b) Why, do you suppose, did Sandburg choose to use free verse in this poem, breaking most of the usual conventions of poetry? What might have been lost if he had employed regular rhythms and conventional verse structure?

c) One of the poetic tools used in this poem is personification; that is, giving the qualities of a person to something not human. For example, a “hog butcher” or “tool maker” is a person with a trade, not a city. Find other examples of personification. What is the effect of ascribing these personal characteristics to the city?

d) This poem starts and ends with almost the same lines. Why? What have we learned in between?

3. Language
This poem uses a rich vocabulary to convey its images. All the words in this list are used to describe Chicago. What impression do they leave you with? stormy – husky – wicked – wanton – bold – coarse – cunning – fierce – ignorant –

brawling

4. Writing
Write a short description or poem about your home town. If you like you can make use of metaphor and personification the way this poem does.
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During the 1920s a new, more permissive morality encouraged people to break old rules and live for the moment. Prohibition also created a dark underground of crime where things could get pretty rough. No one was better at describing this world than Dashiell Hammett, former detective, and writer of hardboiled mystery novels like The Maltese Falcon. Hammett created characters like Sam Spade, tough men with a code of honor. In the following short story you will meet such a man – and a young lady who likes to go a little too far when breaking rules ...

xxx3 Nightshade

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

A sedan with no lights burning was standing beside the road just above Piney Falls bridge and as I drove past it a girl put her head out and said, “Please.” Her voice was urgent but there was not enough excitement in it to make it either harsh or shrill.

  I put on my brakes, then backed up. By that time a man had got out of the sedan. There was enough light to let me see he was young and fairly big. He moved a hand in the direction I had been going and said, “On your way, buddy.”

  The girl said again, “Will you drive me into town, please?” She seemed to be trying to open the sedan door. Her hat had been pushed forward over one eye.

  I said, “Sure.”

  The man in the road took a step toward me, moved his hand as before, and growled, “Scram, you.”

  I got out of my car. The man in the road had started toward me when another man’s voice came from the sedan, a harsh warning voice. “Go easy, Tony. It’s Jack Bye.” The sedan door swung open and the girl jumped out.

  Tony said, “Oh!” and his feet shuffled uncertainly on the road; but when he saw the girl making for my car he cried indignantly at her, “Listen, you can’t ride to town with –”

  She was in my roadster then. “Good night,” she said.

  He faced me, shook his head stubbornly, began, “I’ll be damned if I’ll let –”

  I hit him. The knockdown was firm enough, because I hit him hard, but I think he could have got up again if he had wanted to. I gave him a little time, then asked the fellow in the sedan, “All right with you?” I still could not see him.

{{Gloser:}} 

Prohibition -- forbudstida/forbodstida

code of honor -- æreskodeks

shrill -- skingrende/skingrande

scram -- forsvinn

indignantly -- fornærmet/fornærma

roadster -- åpen toseter / open tosetar

{{Slutt}} 
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“He’ll be all right,” he replied quickly. “I’ll take care of him all right.”

  “Thanks.” I climbed into my car beside the girl. The rain I had been trying to get to town ahead of was beginning to fall. A coupe with a man and a woman in it passed us going toward town. We followed the coupe across the bridge.

  The girl said, “This is awfully kind of you. I wasn’t in any danger back there, but it was – nasty.”

  “They wouldn’t be dangerous,” I said, “but they would be – nasty.”

  “You know them?”

  “No.”

  “But they knew you. Tony Forrest and Fred Barnes.” When I did not say anything, she added, “They were afraid of you.”

  “I’m a desperate character.”

  She laughed. “And pretty nice of you, too, tonight. I wouldn’t’ve gone with either of them alone, but I thought with two of them …” She turned up the collar of her coat. “It’s raining in on me.” 

  I stopped the roadster again and hunted for the curtain that belonged on her side of the car. “So your name’s Jack Bye,” she said while I was snapping it on.

  “And yours is Helen Warner.”

  “How’d you know?” She had straightened her hat.

  “I’ve seen you around.” I finished attaching the curtain and got back in.

  “Did you know who I was when I called to you?” she asked when we were moving again.

  “Yes.”

  “It was silly of me to go out with them like that.”

  “You’re shivering.”

  “It’s chilly.”

  I said I was sorry my flask was empty.

  We had turned into the western end of Hellman Avenue. It was four minutes past ten by the clock in front of the jewelry store on the corner of Laurel Street. A policeman in a black rubber coat was leaning against the clock. I did not know enough about perfumes to know the name of hers.

  She said, “I’m chilly. Can’t we stop somewhere and get a drink?”

  “Do you really want to?” My voice must have puzzled her; she turned her head quickly to peer at me in the dim light.

  “I’d like to,” she said, “unless you’re in a hurry.”

  “No. We could go to Mack’s. It’s only three or four blocks from here, but – it’s a nigger joint.”

{{Gloser:}} 

coupe -- toseter/tosetar

puzzled -- forvirret/forvirra

{{Slutt}} 
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  She laughed. “All I ask is that I don’t get poisoned.”

  “You won’t, but you’re sure you want to go?”

  “Certainly.” She exaggerated her shivering. “I’m cold. It’s early.”

  Toots Mack opened his door for us. I could tell by the politeness with which he bowed his round bald black head and said, “Good evening, sir; good evening, madam,” that he wished we had gone some place else, but I was not especially interested in how he felt about it. I said, “Hello, Toots; how are you this evening?” too cheerfully.

There were only a few customers in the place. We went to the table in the corner farthest from the piano. Suddenly she was staring at me, her eyes, already very blue, becoming very round.

  “I thought you could see in the car,” I began.

  “How’d you get that scar?” she asked, interrupting me. She sat down.

  “That.” I put a hand to my cheek. “Fight – couple of years ago. You ought to see the one on my chest.”

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Fotografi av en persons skygge på en murvegg

{{Slutt}} 
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 “We’ll have to go swimming some time,” she said gaily. “Please sit down and don’t keep me waiting for my drink.”

  “Are you sure you –”

  She began to chant, keeping time with her fingers on the table, “I want a drink, I want a drink, I want a drink.” Her mouth was small with full lips and it curved up without growing wider when she smiled.

  We ordered drinks. We talked too fast. We made jokes and laughed too readily at them. We asked questions – about the name of the perfume she used was one – and paid too much or no attention to the answers. And Toots looked glumly at us from behind the bar when he thought we were not looking at him. It was all pretty bad.

  We had another drink and I said, “Well, let’s slide along.”

  She was nice about seeming neither too anxious to go nor to stay. The ends of her pale blond hair curled up over the edge of her hat in the back.

  At the door I said, “Listen, there’s a taxi-stand around the corner. You won’t mind if I don’t take you home?”

  She put a hand on my arm. “I do mind. Please –” The street was badly lighted. Her face was like a child’s. She took her hand off my arm. “But if you’d rather …”

  “I think I’d rather.”

  She said slowly, “I like you, Jack Bye, and I’m awfully grateful for –”

  I said, “Aw, that’s all right,” and we shook hands and I went back into the speakeasy.

  Toots was still behind the bar. He came up to where I stood. “You oughtn’t to do that to me,” he said, shaking his head mournfully.

  “I know. I’m sorry.”

  “You oughtn’t to do it to yourself,” he went on just as sadly. “This ain’t Harlem, boy, and if old Judge Warner finds out his daughter’s running around with you and coming in here he can make it plenty tough for both of us. I like you, boy, but you got to remember it don’t make no difference how light your skin is or how many colleges you went to, you’re still nigger.”

  I said, “Well, what do you suppose I want to be? A Chinaman?”

{{Gloser:}} 
gaily -- muntert

to chant -- å messe

glumly -- dystert

speakeasy -- smuglerbar/smuglarbar

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities
1. Understanding The Story
Choose a partner and ask one another these questions:

a) What made Jack Bye stop his car?

b) How many people were in the car?

c) What did the girl ask?

d) Why did Jack hit the man who had got out of the car?

e) How did Jack know the girl’s name was Helen Warner?

f) Why does Jack take the girl to Mack’s?

g) What kind of place is Mack’s?

h) What does Helen discover when they sit down together?

i) How does Helen get home? Why does Jack prefer it this way?

j) What does Mack say to Jack?

k) What is Jack’s reply?

2. Focus On Short Stories
This is an example of a short story with a surprise ending. At the end of such stories you are often given sudden new insight into what has happened earlier. Now that you have finished “Nightshade”, look it over again and do the following exercises: 
a) Finish these sentences:

-- “Listen, you can’t ride to town with …”

-- “I’ll be damned if I’ll let …”

b) In retrospect, did Jack have more than one reason for hitting the man who said these lines?

c) Explain why Helen is puzzled in the following exchange:

-- She said, “I’m chilly. Can’t we stop somewhere and get a drink?”

-- “Do you really want to?” My voice must have puzzled her; she turned her head quickly to peer at me in the dim light.

d) Why is Toots Mack feeling inhospitable in the following quote?

-- Toots Mack opened his door for us. I could tell by the politeness with which he bowed his round bald black head and said, “Good evening, sir; good evening, madam,” that he wished we had gone some place else, but I was not especially interested in how he felt about it.

e) Why does Helen stare at Jack in the following description?

-- Suddenly she was staring at me, her eyes, already very blue, becoming very round.

f) Why was the conversation at the speakeasy “all pretty awful”?

g) Why is this story entitled “Nightshade”?

h) Short stories have to provide information to the reader quickly, often indirectly. Discuss how Hammett manages to convey the following information to the reader:

-- that Jack Bye is dangerous

-– that Jack is not angry when he hits the man, but seems used to violence

-– that Helen is kind of wild

-– that Jack is attracted to Helen

-– that Helen is attracted to Jack

-– that this is happening in the time of Prohibition

-– that Jack looks white 
-– that Jack is black

-– that Helen’s father, Judge Warner, has connections to the underworld

-– that Helen wants to see more of Jack, even if he is black

–- that Jack knows that only trouble can come of seeing more of Helen
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3. Discussion
Discuss in pairs or small groups:

a) This might be considered a racist short story. It uses the term “nigger” and describes prejudice. On the other hand, it has a black protagonist (main character). Do you think the story is racist?

b) When Jack comes back in, Mack says to him “You oughtn’t to do that to me.” What is he referring to? What could happen to Mack?

c) This story takes place in the North, not in the segregated South. Yet the division of the races is strict. What does this tell you about America in the 1920s?

d) What do you think of the last line of the story? Is Jack being ironic? Is he serious? Would it be worse to be a Chinaman in the United States in the 1920s? (If you are unsure, you will find information about the Chinese on our website.)

4. Vocabulary – Odd Word Out
Make groups of three. In each set of words below there are two words that have something in common and one that does not fit in. Which one is the “odd man out”? There may be more than one answer, so compare your results with another group’s and explain your choices.

a) urgent – immediate – slothful

b) harsh – heavy – brash

c) stubborn – loony – determined

d) customer – client – footballer

e) flask – bundle – bottle

f) shiver – scratch – quake

g) roadster – sedan – truck

h) desperate – excited – worried

i) cheerful – animated – happy

j) chant – hop – sing

k) curled – cropped – cut

l) glum – indifferent – sad

m) growl – whimper – snarl

5. Quick Research
Find answers for the following questions:

a) What is “film noir”?

b) What is the origin of the term “bootlegging”?

c) What is a speakeasy?

d) What is a “moll”?

e) How did Al Capone die?

6. Listening – Brother, Can You Spare A Dime?

The Great Depression lasted from 1929 to 1941. After the prosperity of the 1920s, it came as a stunning surprise to Americans – an economic catastrophe smashing both the rich and poor. It ripped up business, families, friendships, loyalties. The song “Brother, Can You Spare A Dime?” written in 1931, sums up the atmosphere of that dark time well. Listen to it on the Access CD. Then discuss the following questions in pairs or groups.

a) In the lead-in to the song, the speaker refers to what “they” told him. Who do you think “they” are? What have they told him?

b) What kinds of work has this man done? What does this tell us about his background, education, income? What kind of person is this?

c) He was told he was “building a dream”. What dream do you think he is referring to?

d) How does the song tell us he has been reduced to begging and hand-outs?

e) What are the “khaki” suits he is referring to? Why is this particularly poignant?
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7. Songs As Poems
Form five groups. Each group takes one of the exercises below. Afterwards share your conclusions with the class. You will find the lyrics for the song on access.cappelen.no.

a) Poems make use of images to convey meanings. What do you think are the most striking images of this poem? What meanings do they convey to you?

b) Poems also use rhyme schemes to move the reader along from line to line. Which words rhyme here? Is there a system to this? Is it the same for all parts?

c) Contrast is important in poems. It sets us thinking. What is the bread-line contrasted to in the lead-in? What is the effect?

d) One theme of this song is broken relationships and loyalties. How is this shown? Are there other themes?

e) Poetry can make exaggerated statements for effect. For example: 

-- About the railroad: “I made it run against time.”

-– About the tower: “I built a tower up to the sun.”

  Why do this? What effect is the writer trying to evoke? 
{{Bildetekst:}} 

Joseph Hirsch (1910–81): “Street Scene”

{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Maleri av fire menn som stikker hodene sammen. De er kledd i vinterfrakker og hatter eller luer på hodene

{{Slutt}} 
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Arthur Miller was one of the best known playwrights of the 20th century. Not only did he write wonderful plays, he also took an active part in the political debates of his times. He believed that theater shouldn’t be just a pleasant form entertainment, “… like cake”. In times of trouble it should be “… like bread”, something substantial to keep people alive. The Crucible is such a play for such a time. The following tells the tale of the author, the time and the play.

xxx3 The Crucible - by Arthur Miller

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

xxx4 Art as life

During the height of the anti-communist hysteria of the 1950s Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible. The play is set in the Puritan community of Salem, Massachusetts, during the witch trials of 1692. It was a conscious effort by Miller to address the madness he saw around him. Innocent people were being forced to betray others when testifying to the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) about associations with a non-existent communist conspiracy to overthrow the government. Careers were ruined. People were blacklisted. Some committed suicide. Others went to prison or paid heavy fines. It was a dark period for American civil liberties.

  While visiting the village of Salem, Miller came to see the similarities between the trials in 1692 and the 1950s. In both, the prosecutions alleged membership in a secret, disloyal group. If the accused confessed, the truth of his confession would only be accepted if he named other members of the disloyal group. If he did not, he would be humiliated, his pride and independence would be broken and – in Salem in 1692 – he would be hung.

  John Proctor, the protagonist in The Crucible, is an example of an innocent person subjected to such humiliation by the state. He and his wife, Elizabeth, are falsely accused of witchcraft and imprisoned and tortured by the authorities. If they do not confess and name others, they will be hung. John’s faith has been shaken by the experience. He doubts himself. The following excerpt is from the climax of the play when John agrees to confess to save his own life, but is then confronted with yet greater humiliations.

{{Gloser:}} 
playwright -- skuespillforfatter/skodespelforfattar

substantial -- solid, nærende / solid, nærande

crucible -- smeltedigel

witch trials -- hekseforfølgelse/hekseforfølging

to address -- å kommentere

association -- forbindelse/samband

conspiracy -- konspirasjon

menace -- trussel

prosecution -- anklagelse/skulding

accused -- anklagede / den skulda

protagonist -- hovedperson/hovudperson
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xxx4 Characters:

Members of the Court: Deputy-Governor Danforth (presides over the court), Judge Hathorne, Reverend Parris, Reverend John Hale, Court Scribe Ezekiel Cheever The Accused: John Proctor, Elizabeth Proctor, Rebecca Nurse 

xxx4 Excerpt from the play

Upon hearing that Proctor will confess:

-- Danforth [with great relief and gratitude]: Praise to God, man, praise to God; you shall be blessed in heaven for this.

[Cheever has hurried to the bench with pen, ink, and paper. Proctor watches him.]

-- Proctor [with a cold, cold horror at their efficiency]: Why must it be written?

-- Danforth: Why for the good instruction of the village,  Mister; this we shall post upon the church door! [to Parris, urgently] Where is the marshal?

-- Parris [runs to the door and calls down the corridor]: Marshal! Hurry!

-- Danforth: Now, then, Mister, will you speak slowly, and directly to the point, for Mr Cheever’s sake. [He is on record now, and is really dictating to Cheever, who writes.] Mr Proctor, have you seen the Devil in your life? [Proctor’s jaws lock.] Come, man, there is light in the sky; the town waits at the scaffold; I would give out this news. Did you see the Devil?

-- Proctor: I did.

-- Parris: Praise God!

-- Danforth: And when he come to you, what were his demands? [Proctor is silent. Danforth helps.] Did he bid you to do his work upon the earth?

-- Proctor: He did.

-- Danforth: And you bound yourself to his service? [Danforth turns, as Rebecca Nurse enters, with Herrick helping to support her. She is barely able to walk. ] Come in, come in, woman!

-- Rebecca [brightening as she sees Proctor]: Ah, John! You are well, then, eh?

[Proctor turns his face to the wall.]

-- Danforth: Courage, man, courage – let her witness your good example that she may come to God herself. Now hear it, Goody Nurse! Say on, Mr Proctor. Did you bind yourself to the Devil’s service?

{{Gloser:}} 
efficiency -- effektivitet

jaw -- kjeve

scaffold -- skafott

{{Slutt}} 
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-- Rebecca [astonished]: Why, John!

-- Proctor [through his teeth, his face turned from Rebecca]: I did.

-- Danforth: Now, woman, you surely see it profits nothin’ to keep this conspiracy any further. Will you confess yourself with him?

-- Rebecca: Oh, John – God send his mercy on you!

-- Danforth: I say, will you confess yourself, Goody Nurse?

-- Rebecca: Why, it is a lie, it is a lie; how may I damn myself? I cannot, I cannot.

-- Danforth: Mr Proctor. When the Devil came to you did you see Rebecca Nurse in his company? [Proctor is silent.] Come, man, take courage – did you ever see her with the Devil?

-- Proctor [almost inaudibly]: No.

[Danforth, now sensing trouble, glances at John and goes to the table, and picks up a sheet – the list of condemned.]

-- Danforth: Did you ever see her sister, Mary Easty, with the Devil?

-- Proctor: No, I did not.

-- Danforth [his eyes narrow on Proctor]: Did you ever see Martha Corey with the Devil?

-- Proctor: I did not.

-- Danforth [realizing, slowly putting the sheet down]: Did you ever see anyone with the Devil?

-- Proctor: I did not.

{{Gloser:}} 
mercy -- nåde

inaudibly -- uhørlig/uhørleg

condemned -- dødsdømt/dødsdømd

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Scene from the movie “The Crucible”, 1996
{{Bildeforklaring:}} 

Vi ser en gruppe kvinner som er samlet rundt et bål inne i skogen

{{Slutt}} 
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-- Danforth: Proctor, you mistake me. I am not empowered to trade your life for a lie. You have most certainly seen some person with the Devil. [Proctor is silent.] Mr Proctor, a score of people have already testified they saw this woman with the Devil.

-- Proctor: Then it is proved. Why must I say it?

-- Danforth: Why “must you” say it! Why, you should rejoice to say it if your soul is truly purged of any love for Hell!

-- Proctor: They think to go like saints. I like not to spoil their names.

-- Danforth [inquiring, incredulous]: Mr Proctor, do you think they go like saints?

-- Proctor [evading]: This woman never thought she done the Devil’s work.

-- Danforth: Look you, sir. I think you mistake your duty here. It matters nothing what she thought – she is convicted of the unnatural murder of children, and you for sending your spirit out upon Mary Warren. Your soul alone is the issue here, Mister, and you will prove its whiteness or you cannot live in a Christian country. Will you tell me now what persons conspired with you in the Devil’s company? [Proctor is silent.] To your knowledge was Rebecca Nurse ever – 

-- Proctor: I speak my own sins; I cannot judge another. [Crying out, with hatred] I have no tongue for it.

-- Hale [quickly to Danforth]: Excellency, it is enough he confess himself. Let him sign it, let him sign it.

-- Parris [feverishly]: It is a great service, sir. It is a weighty name; it will strike the village that Proctor confess. I beg you, let him sign it. The sun is up, Excellency!

-- Danforth [considers; then with dissatisfaction]: Come, then, sign your testimony. [To Cheever] Give it to him.

-- [Cheever goes to Proctor, the confession and a pen in his hand. Proctor does not look at it.] Come man, sign it.

-- Proctor [after glancing at the confession]: You have all witnessed it – it is enough.

-- Danforth: You will not sign it?

-- Proctor: You have all witnessed it; what more is needed?

-- Danforth: Do you sport with me? You will sign your name or it is no confession, Mister! [His breast heaving with agonized breathing, Proctor now lays the paper down and signs his name.]

-- Parris: Praise be to the Lord!

[Proctor has just finished signing when Danforth reaches

for the paper. But Proctor snatches it up, and now a wild

terror is rising in him, and a boundless anger.]

-- Danforth [perplexed, but politely extending his hand]: If you please, sir.

{{Gloser:}} 

to be empowered -- å ha makt

to rejoice -- å glede seg

purged -- renset/reinsa

to evade -- å unngå

to conspire -- å konspirere

testimony -- vitneutsagn/vitneutsegn

to sport with someone -- å drive gjøn med noen / å drive gjøn med nokon

terror -- redsel

{{Slutt}} 
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-- Proctor: No.

-- Danforth [as though Proctor did not understand]: Mr Proctor, I must have –

-- Proctor: No, no. I have signed it. You have seen me. It is done! You have no need for this.

-- Parris: Proctor, the village must have proof that –

-- Proctor: Damn the village! I confess to God, and God has seen my name on this! It is enough!

-- Danforth: No, sir, it is –

-- Proctor: You came to save my soul, did you not? Here! I have confessed myself; it is enough!

-- Danforth: You have not con –

-- Proctor: I have confessed myself! Is there no good penitence but it be public? God does not need my name nailed upon the church! God sees my name; God knows how black my sins are! It is enough! 
-- Danforth: Mr Proctor –

-- Proctor: You will not use me! I am no Sarah Good or Tituba, I am John Proctor! You will not use me! It is no part of salvation that you should use me!

-- Danforth: I do not wish to –

-- Proctor: I have three children – how may I teach them to walk like men in the world, and I sold my friends?

-- Danforth: You have not sold your friends –

-- Proctor: Beguile me not! I blacken all of them when this is nailed to the church the very day they hang for silence!

-- Danforth: Mr Proctor, I must have good and legal proof that you –

-- Proctor: You are the high court, your word is good enough! Tell them I confessed myself; say Proctor broke his knees and wept like a woman; say what you will, but my name cannot –

-- Danforth [with suspicion]: It is the same, is it not? If I report it or you sign to it?

-- Proctor [he knows it is insane]: No, it is not the same! What others say and what I sign to is not the same!

-- Danforth: Why? Do you mean to deny this confession when you are free?

-- Proctor: I mean to deny nothing!

-- Danforth: Then explain to me, Mr Proctor, why you will not let –

-- Proctor [with a cry of his soul]: Because it is my name! Because I cannot have another in my life! Because I lie and sign myself to lie! Because I am not worth the dust on the feet of them that hang! How may I live without my name? I have given you my soul; leave me my name!

-- Danforth [pointing at the confession in Proctor’s hand]: Is that document a lie? If it is a lie I will not accept it! What say you? I will not deal in lies, Mister! [Proctor is motionless.] You will give me your honest confession in my hand, or I cannot keep you from the rope. [Proctor does not reply.] Which way do you go, Mister? [His breast heaving, his eyes staring, Proctor tears the paper and crumples it, and he is weeping in fury, but erect.]

{{Gloser:}} 

penitence -- botsøvelse/botsøving

salvation -- frelse

to beguile -- å forføre, å friste / å forføre, å freiste

{{Slutt}} 
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-- Danforth: Marshal!

-- Parris [hysterically, as though the tearing paper were his life]: Proctor, Proctor!

-- Hale: Man, you will hang! You cannot!

-- Proctor [his eyes full of tears]: I can. And there’s your first marvel, that I can. You have made your magic now, for now I do think I see some shred of goodness in John Proctor. Not enough to weave a banner with, but white enough to keep it from such dogs. [Elizabeth, in a burst of terror, rushes to him and weeps against his hand.] Give them no tear! Tears pleasure them! Show honour now, show a stony heart and sink them with it! [He has lifted her, and kisses her now with great passion.]

{{Slutt}} 

xxx4 Life as art

Arthur Miller soon had the opportunity to know exactly how John Proctor felt. Shortly after The Crucible opened, HUAC showed its hostility to Miller by denying him a passport to attend the play’s London opening in 1954. Then, in 1956 the committee summoned him to testify just days before he was to marry the famous movie star Marilyn Monroe – a moment sure to capture public attention. Miller agreed to appear and give an account of his own political activities, but only on the condition that he would not be asked to name names of others. The chairman of HUAC agreed, but when Miller testified, the chairman broke his promise and demanded names of friends and colleagues anyway. Miller refused, saying in words echoing John Proctor’s, “I could not use the name of another person and bring trouble on him.” Unlike John Proctor, however, he was not hung for his crime. Rather he was found guilty of contempt of Congress, fined $500, blacklisted, sentenced to thirty days in prison and had his passport taken from him.

  Two years later, his conviction was overturned in court on the grounds that he had been misled by the chairman of HUAC. The McCarthy era came to an end. But the example of Miller’s courage in the face of fear and injustice has endured to this day, as has that of his character, John Proctor. The Crucible remains Miller’s most often performed play.

{{Gloser:}} 

to heave -- å hive etter pusten

erect -- rak

marvel -- under

to summon -- å tilkalle

contempt -- forakt

to overturn -- å oppheve

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Arthur Miller testifies before a House Un-American Activities subcommittee
{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities
1. Understanding The Text
Identify the true and false statements below. Then correct the false statements.

a) Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible in the 1960s.

b) HUAC is an airline.

c) The Salem witch trails have much in common with McCarthyism.

d) John Proctor is justly accused for practicing witchcraft.

e) Proctor does not testify that he has seen people with the Devil.

f) Proctor signs his confession.

g) Proctor’s confession is posted on the church door.

h) Proctor is hung.

i) Arthur Miller agreed to give names to HUAC.

j) Miller’s conviction was upheld in court.

k) Death of a Salesman is Miller’s most often performed play.

2. Discussion
Discuss in groups:

a) Many consider The Crucible to be a political play. Do you agree? Why?

b) Have you seen plays, films or TV programs which you think have a clear political message? Make a list and compare it with a fellow pupil’s. Which did you like most? Why? 
c) Do you know of any circumstances today that could lead to the same kind of hysteria about conspiracies evident in Salem in the 1600s and the USA in the 1950s? If so, what has caused the hysteria and what conspiracies are feared? 
d) What is more important, the rights of the individual or the safety of the community?

e) Why doesn’t John Proctor hand his signed confession to Danforth and avoid being hung? What do you think he should have done?

3. Dialogue
A special feature of plays is the importance of dialogue. Unlike novels, poems or short stories, a play cannot give lots of extra background or explain a situation before

the characters begin to speak. The meaning of a play must be carried by the spoken word. Therefore whatever is said must serve many functions. For example, it must tell the audience about the situation, set the tone and also inform us about the persons speaking.

a) Let us concentrate on character here. Based on what you have read in the excerpt from The Crucible, write a short character sketch of the following persons; i.e. write as if you were describing what kind of persons they are to someone who has not read the play yet.

-– Deputy-Governor Danforth

-– John Proctor

-– Rebecca Nurse

b) Now compare your sketch with a fellow pupil’s.
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4. Language
There are quite a few words and phrases in this excerpt which are rather old-fashioned, reflecting the time the play is set in. Try to find modern words and forms of expression that could replace them:

-– … for the good instruction of the village

-– I would give out this news

-– Did he bid you to do his work?

-– I say, will you confess yourself?

-– It is a weighty name

-– Is there no good penitence but it be public?

-– … how may I teach them to walk like men in the world, and I sold my friends?

–- Which way do you go, Mister?

–- Give them no tear! Tears pleasure them!

5. Role Play
Make groups of three. One of you can take the short lines of Judge Hathorn, Reverend Parris, Reverend John Hale and Rebecca Nurse. The other two take the roles of

Deputy-Governor Danforth and John Proctor respectively. Play out the scene from the point when Proctor signs his

name to the confession (Parris: Praise be to the Lord!). Practice your lines first and then go for it!

  PS – No one has to kiss Elizabeth “with great

passion”, but if you can arrange it … 
{{Bildetekst:}} 

Winona Ryder as Abigail Williams and Daniel Day-Lewis as

John Proctor in the movie “The Crucible”, 1996

{{Slutt}} 
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Tim O’Brien was drafted into the army in 1968 during the Vietnam War. Though he opposed the war, he reported for service and saw combat in 1969–1970. Vietnam made an impression on him he will never forget. Since then he has become a well known, popular author. Most of his novels and short stories deal in one way or another with the war. “Ambush” is taken from a collection of interrelated short stories that together make up a novel entitled The Things They Carried.

xxx3 Ambush - by Tim O’Brien

{{Dikt/Tekst:}} 

When she was nine, my daughter Kathleen asked if I had ever killed anyone. She knew about the war; she knew I’d been a soldier. “You keep writing these war stories,” she said, “so I guess you must’ve killed somebody.” It was a difficult moment, but I did what seemed right, which was to say, “Of course not,” and then to take her onto my lap and hold her for a while. Someday, I hope, she’ll ask again. But here I want to pretend she’s a grown-up. I want to tell her exactly what happened, or what I remember happening, and then I want to say to her that as a little girl she was absolutely right. This is why I keep writing war stories:

  He was a short, slender young man of about twenty. I was afraid of him – afraid of something – and as he passed me on the trail I threw a grenade that exploded at his feet and killed him.

  Or to go back:

  Shortly after midnight we moved into the ambush site outside My Khe. The whole platoon was there, spread out in the dense brush along the trail, and for five hours nothing at all happened. We were working in two-man teams – one man on guard while the other slept, switching off every two hours – and I remember it was still dark when Kiowa shook me awake for the final watch. The night was foggy and hot. For the first few moments I felt lost, not sure about directions, groping for my helmet and weapon. I reached out and found three grenades and lined them up in front of me; the pins had already been straightened for quick throwing. And then for maybe half an hour I kneeled there and waited. Very gradually, in tiny slivers, dawn began to break through the fog, and from my position in the brush I could see ten or fifteen meters up the trail. The mosquitoes were fierce. I remember slapping at them, wondering if I should wake up Kiowa and ask for some repellent, then thinking it was a bad idea, then looking up and seeing the young man

come out of the fog.
{{Gloser:}} 

drafted -- innkalt/innkalla

interrelated -- innbyrdes forbundet / med innbyrdes samband

slender -- tynn, mager

trail -- sti/stig

ambush -- bakhold/bakhald

dense brush -- tett kratt

pin -- splint

sliver -- strimmel

repellent -- her: insektspray

{{Slutt}} 
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He wore black clothing and rubber sandals and a gray ammunition belt. His shoulders were slightly stooped, his head cocked to the side as if listening for something. He seemed at ease. He carried his weapon in one hand, muzzle down, moving without any hurry up the center of the trail. There was no sound at all – none that I can remember. In a way, it seemed, he was part of the morning fog, or my own imagination, but there was also the reality of what was happening in my stomach. I had already pulled the pin on a grenade. I had come up to a crouch. It was entirely automatic. I did not hate the young man; I did not see him as the enemy; I did not ponder issues of morality or politics or military duty. I crouched and kept my head low. I tried to swallow whatever was rising from my stomach, which tasted like lemonade, something fruity and sour. I was terrified. There were no thoughts about killing. The grenade was to make him go away – just evaporate – and I leaned back and felt my mind go empty and then felt

it fill up again. I had already thrown the grenade before telling myself to throw it. The brush was thick and I had to lob it high, not aiming, and I remember the grenade seeming to freeze above me for an instant, as if a camera had clicked, and I remember ducking down and holding my breath and seeing little wisps of fog rise from the earth.
{{Gloser:}} 

stooped -- lutende/lutande

muzzle -- munning

crouch -- sammenkrøket stilling / samankrøkt stilling

to ponder -- å overveie, å spekulere over / å tenkje over, å spekulere over

to evaporate -- å forsvinne

{{Slutt}} 

{{Bildetekst:}} 

American soldiers in Vietnam

{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Vi ser soldater i en skyttergrav. En av soldatene får medisinsk førstehjelp

{{Slutt}} 
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The grenade bounced once and rolled across the trail. I did not hear it, but there must’ve been a sound, because the young man dropped his weapon and began to run, just two or three quick steps, then he hesitated, swivelling to his right, and he glanced down at the grenade and tried to cover his head but never did. It occurred to me then that he was about to die. I wanted to warn him. The grenade made a popping noise – not soft but not loud either – not what I’d expected – and there was a puff of dust and smoke – a small white puff – and the young man seemed to jerk upward as if pulled by invisible wires. He fell on his back. His rubber sandals had been blown off. There was no wind. He lay at the center of the trail, his right leg bent beneath him, his one eye shut, his other eye a huge star-shaped hole.

  It was not a matter of live or die. There was no real peril. Almost certainly the young man would have passed by. And it will always be that way.

  Later, I remember, Kiowa tried to tell me that the man would’ve died anyway. He told me that it was a good kill, that I was a soldier and this was a war, that I should shape up and stop staring and ask myself what the dead man would’ve done if things were reversed.

  None of it mattered. The words seemed far too complicated. All I could do was gape at the fact of the young man’s body.

  Even now I haven’t finished sorting it out. Sometimes I forgive myself, other times I don’t. In the ordinary hours of life I try not to dwell on it, but now and then, when I’m reading a newspaper or just sitting alone in a room, I’ll look up and see the young man coming out of the morning fog. I’ll watch him walk toward me, his shoulders slightly stooped, his head cocked to the side, and he’ll pass within a few yards of me and suddenly smile at some secret thought and then continue up the trail to where it bends back into the fog.

{{Slutt}} 

{{Gloser:}} 

to bounce -- å sprette

to hesitate -- å nøle

to jerk -- å rykke til / å rykkje til

peril -- fare

to shape up -- å ta seg sammen / å ta seg saman

to dwell on -- å dvele ved

to cock -- å sette på skrå eller snei / å setje på skrå eller snei

{{Slutt}} 
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>>>> Activities

1. Understanding The Story
Choose the statements that you think are most true for the story.

a) 
-- The narrator does not want to tell his daughter about the ambush.

-- The narrator tells his daughter about the ambush.

-- The narrator will tell his daughter about the ambush when she is grown up.

b) 
-- He writes war stories to make a decent living.

-- He writes war stories because he once killed a man.

-- He writes war stories to impress his daughter.

c) 
-- The narrator was on guard at dawn when an enemy soldier came out of the fog.

-- The narrator was on guard in the hot sunlight at midday.

-- The narrator was asleep while his partner, Kiowa, was on guard.

d) 
-- He shot the enemy soldier with his rifle.

-- He threw a grenade at the enemy soldier.

-- He stabbed the enemy soldier with his bayonet.

e) 
-- Kiowa told him he shouldn’t have killed the man.

-- Kiowa told him it was right to kill the man.

-- Kiowa never mentioned the killing.

f) 
-- The narrator regrets killing the man.

-- The narrator hated the enemy and is glad he killed him.

-- The narrator has mixed feelings about killing the man.

2. Discussion
Work with these questions in pairs or groups:

a) At the beginning of the story the narrator says that it “seemed right” to tell his daughter that he had not killed anyone when he was a soldier. Why did he feel that way, do you think? Was he right or should he have told his daughter the truth?

b) At the end of the story the narrator again sees the young man walk past him, but this time he continues up the trail to where it bends back into the fog. The man is smiling “at some secret thought”. What do you think that secret thought might be? Why is it mentioned?

c) Was the narrator acting correctly when he threw the grenade that killed the enemy soldier?

d) They say that regret is the most pointless of all emotions. Nothing can change the past. Is it therefore foolish that the narrator sometimes regrets his actions? Does regret have any function at all?

e) We all have memories in which a split second is “frozen fast”, like the grenade hanging in the air over the narrator in this story. Exchange memories with a fellow pupil. Why was your experience so memorable?

f) What do you think is the major theme of the story – that is, what unifying idea do you think the story is constructed around?
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3. Narrative Technique
Form groups of three and work with the following:

a) This story switches between several different perspectives in time (past, present, future):

-– How does the author do this – that is, how are readers informed that the perspective is changing?

–- How many shifts are there?

–- What effect do they have on the way the story is told – that is, on its narrative?

-– What advantages does breaking up the chronological narrative give the author, as opposed to a straightforward description of the ambush?

  Now compare your answers with another group’s.

b) The story of the ambush is told in one very long paragraph, breaking all traditional conventions for paragraph writing (look up these in Toolbox on our website if you need to). Why do you suppose the author chose to tell the story like this? What is the effect on the way you read the story?

4. Vocabulary
Write a paragraph in which you use all the following words: sandals, guard, lob, swivel, switch, pretend, crouch, absolutely, fog. Compare your paragraph with another

pupil’s and help one another correct any mistakes you may have made.

5. Writing – Audience
A story may be told in many different ways for different audiences. (See Toolbox on access.cappelen.no for more about genres.) Choose one of the following tasks.

a) Write a combat report on the ambush for the American military headquarters. Keep it clear, concise and unemotional. 

b) Write a newspaper report on the ambush, making it seem exciting and heroic. Use your imagination.

c) You are the narrator and your daughter is now grown up. Write her a letter in which you explain why you lied to her when she was a little girl. Tell her how you feel now.

d) You are Kiowa, the narrator’s buddy in Vietnam. You are concerned that your friend feels bad about killing a young man. Write him a letter explaining why it is a duty – even an honor – for a soldier to kill the enemy in wartime and why he shouldn’t feel bad about it. 
{{Bildetekst:}} 
Image from a brutal war: Children run along Highway 1 on June 8, 1972 in an attempt to escape an accidental napalm attack by South Vietnamese government aircraft

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx3 Web Texts

You will find the following texts on access.cappelen.no. See p. 73 for more information about web texts. All texts include introductions and activities.

xxx4 The Diary of John Smith

This gives a brief excerpt from the diary of Captain John Smith, recounting his meeting with Pocahontas and the manner in which she saved his life. It reflects the original English of the 17th century, though the spelling has been standardized.

xxx4 The Art of Virtue

This is Benjamin Franklin’s famous attempt to achieve moral perfection through systematic self-improvement. It turns out to be more difficult than he had imagined.

{{Bildetekst:}} 

Benjamin Franklin (1706–1790) – writer, scientist and politician – is perhaps the best example of the selfmade

American man. Here he is depicted famously flying a kite in a thunderstorm to investigate the nature of electricity

{{Slutt}} 
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xxx4 The Star Spangled Banner

We present the lyrics of the national anthem of the United States and the circumstances under which it was written. Surprisingly, it was during one of the few wars that America has lost.
{{Bildeforklaring:}}

Bilde av en bit av det amerikanske flagget – vi ser her tre av de hvite stjernene på blå bakgrunn, samt 2 røde og en hvit stripe

{{Slutt}} 

xxx4 Letters from Norwegian Immigrants

These are 19th century letters from Norwegian immigrants, translated into English and made available as first-hand texts. The voice from the past takes you on a transatlantic

journey. 
xxx4 Walden

We give you an excerpt from Henry David Thoreau’s famous book about humanity’s relationship to nature. Written in the 19th century, it has become an inspiration to ecological movements as well as to those seeking to understand humanity’s place in the universe.

xxx4 The Gettysburg Address

President Abraham Lincoln’s famous speech is an excellent example of clear, clean rhetoric. It was given at the consecration of the Gettysburg cemetery for soldiers who had fallen in the pivotal battle of the war.

xxx4 Little Big Horn

This is the story of the famous defeat of General George Armstrong Custer at the hands of the Dakota Sioux, told from their point of view. All Custer’s troops were wiped out in one of the few major victories of the Native Americans in the long war for North America. The Sioux

paid a terrible price for it.
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xxx2 Digging Deeper: Part One

Students of this course are to present an indepth project dealing with a topic connected to English for Social Studies. All in-depth projects have certain stages of work.

-– First comes choosing a topic you find interesting.

-– Then comes finding information about the topic – that is, doing research. Doing research is like hunting for buried treasure. You can never be quite certain of what you will find.

-– Finally the results of the work are presented. This may be done in a variety of ways. It could be a written report or an essay of some kind; it could be an oral presentation, or perhaps a website that the class can visit. Exactly how it is done will differ from project to project.

Below you will find a set of possible topics for such in-depth work. You will find resources for all of them on access.cappelen.no. These topics are not meant to be definitive. It may be that they simply start you off in a certain direction. It is your treasure hunt.

xxx4 Topics to investigate

1) How did the British gradually become masters of the Indian sub-continent? What has been the most important legacy of this long involvement?

2) Choose one of the following former British colonies in Africa and analyze the legacy of British influence on the country today: South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Sudan, Nigeria, Kenya.

3) What are the major ethnic components of British society today? To what extent do they interact? Is Britain a truly multicultural society?

4) What was the “enclosure movement” in Great Britain? How was it connected to industrialization? How did it affect life in the countryside?

5) Choose two historical events you think were crucial in defining who the British are. Explain what you think makes these two events so important.

6) After the Spanish-American war the United States occupied the Philippines. Find out how the US governed the Philippines after 1898, when the Philippines gained independence, and what form of government the Philippines adopted.

7) The United States has been involved in many conflicts since 1945. Choose one of the following conflicts. Explain how America became involved in the conflict and what its effects were, or are today: Korea – Vietnam – Grenada – Kuwait (Desert Storm) – Somalia – Serbia (Bosnia or Kosovo) – Afghanistan – Iraq

8) Why did the USA and the Soviet Union feel so threatened by one another after the Second World War? Did the Cold War ever come close to being a hot war? Why did it end?

9) Choose one of the following Native American tribes: Shawnee, Choctaw, Potawatomi, Cherokee, Chippewa, Iroquois, Creek, Chickasaw, Seminole, Winnebago, Sioux. Find out where they originally lived, the way they were governed and their relations to their neighbors. Then explain what has happened to them since the Europeans came to America.
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xxx4 Self-evaluation

Rate your performance in English according to the goals in the subject curriculum. We suggest that you return to this table to review your progress after each main part of the book {{use: “very good, good, needs some work or needs a lot of work” when you rate}}
{{Tabell: 2 kolonner, 9 rader}} 

     Goals

A.   Irecognize different types of genre

B.   Ican produce texts in the proper genre

C.   My essays on social studies issues are clear, have the correct style, are well structured and show proper use of terminology and vocabulary

D.   Iuse the register that fits my intention for the text I produce

E.   Iunderstand the effects of language features in texts

F.   Iproduce texts that make good use of language features

G.   The level of my vocabulary is:

H.   In discussing social studies texts and themes my English is clear, concise, well structured, has correct style and shows that I have knowledge/understanding in this area

I.   Use both formal and informal language well and in proper situations

{{Slutt}} 

Identify areas where you feel you need more work. Discuss with a work partner or work group, and your teacher, so you can decide on extra work that will help you improve. One of the best ways of improving your language skills is to read, and when you think you have read enough, read some more! You can read books, short stories, magazines, newspapers, song lyrics, web texts, blogs, and reviews of films or books. 

  Also learn to read critically. What exactly do the lyrics of your favourite song mean? How do you respond to the song when you actually think about the lyrics? How do you respond to commercials you see on television? Why do you like certain kinds of movies, television shows and music? When you think in this way you pay more attention to language and to how people are trying to communicate with you. Reading blogs and web texts will give you more exposure to informal language, while reading reviews and articles in quality magazines will get you more used to formal language.
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To improve your oral language skills, choose situations with your friends or a work group where you decide to speak only English. If there are any native speakers in your area, you might want to ask one or two to join your group.

  Make a table for the areas you think need more work. Set a time limit for your work, and then evaluate your progress in these areas.

For example:

_Goals I need to work on_ 
-- A
_What I can do to improve_
-- I can read texts in English from different sources. For example, I can read English newspapers on the net, and compare articles about sports, culture, politics etc. I can compare articles and editorials and feature articles. I can compare these texts with advertisements from the paper or from other websites.

_Goals I need to work on_ 
-- B and C 
_What I can do to improve_
-- I need more writing practice. What I could do is write short paragraphs describing social issues and pretend they are for different situations. Then I can ask my teacher to check them, or share them with a work partner in my class, or form a work group for this purpose.

_Goals I need to work on_ 
-- G

_What I can do to improve_
-- I want to learn more words. I can use the thesaurus more. I can join the Webster Word of the Day service on the net. I can use my dictionary more and look up the meaning of the words I read in texts more often. I need to practise using new words in sentences.

On access.cappelen.no you will find specific rating tables for: 
-– the structure of your texts

-– vocabulary and style

-– grammar

–- oral skills
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